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Miſs Em1L1a LEONARD, to Miſs 
CHarLoTTE ARLINGTON, | 
My dear, my ever kind CRaRLOT TE, 
HAT terrors has your 
tenderneſs ſuggeſted to 
your imagination! my ſi- 
tuation will perhaps be forlorn, but 
not dreadful. My baniſhment from 
my friends will not be perpetual; and 
Humanity is not alone confined to 
Vol. II. B | them; 


— 


2 THE TEST OF 


"Kel s 3 


them on the contrary... it. no where 
flouriſhes as in Wales. Should I ſtand 
in need of thoſe good offices, ſo de- 
lightfully performed by friends, I make 
no doubt but fome charitable hand will 
in part ſupply their place. Wherever 
I ſhall reſide, am J not equally under 
the protection of the beſt offriends-? 
It would be criminal to doubt either 


his. benevolence or power; therefore, 


10 e with confidence and fach 1 
truſt, 

« To that ſole Being, merciful and 
jults '4 


Py cannot. think. das I am x unftiendeid, 

| anheeded. Conſcious as I. am, that 
there i is one all powerful, who careth 
for me, how can I do other than 
commit myſelf to him in peace? 


1 1 4 
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By the poſt-mark you will perceive 
Jam on the road to my retirement ; 


but, as I know how tenderly you 


are intereſted for me, I wilt give you 
a circumſtantial relation of alt that 
has paſſed, ſince I finiſhed my la 


letter. 


My uncle arrived ſoon after 1 had 
cloſed it. My mamma took him into 
her dreſſing-room, and acquainted him 


with the occaſion of their requeſting | 


his preſence ſo ſuddenly. By ſome 
things ſhe dropped, I gueſs he re- 
ceived the information ſomewhat iti 


the ſame manner that you did; but 1 


| ſhe talked him into patience; and 
he conſented not only to point out a 
proper place for my abode, but to 
conduct and fix me there, Three 
days were thought not too much to 
prepare our meaſures, and it was 
Judged proper to delay my departure 
| 0-7 as 
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1 as little as poſſible, leſt an amendment 


in Mr. Leonard's health, ſhould enable 
him to leave his room; for his pre- 
ſence might expoſe us to ſome diffi- 


culties. 


1 need not attempt to deſcribe to 
,you the ſituation of my mind thoſe 


three days; your imagination will 


Paint it even in ſtronger colours 
than I ſhould give. My dear mamma 
ſpent almoſt all the time in tears; nor 
did my eyes often forbear accompa- 


nying her, though I put the utmoſt 


Force on myſelf to conceal my grief. 
The day before my {departure it 
was given out, that my uncle had 


requeſted that I might go a ſhort 


excurſion with him, which, coming 
to Mr. Leonard's ears, he ſent me 


- ſuch preſſing intreaties, to vouchſafe 


him one ſhort viſit, that I could not 


refuſe va perhaps, was the lat 


gratificatiqn 
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Siatification I may ever give him ; 
nor, I confeſs, reſiſt my own defire 
to ſee him once more. Accordingly, 
in the evening, with an agitation of 
ſpirits that cannot be imagined, I went 
into his chamber, for the ſlow fever 
Which ſtill hangs upon him, has fo 
conſumed his ſtrength, that he cannot, 
without the help of two perſons, walk 
from his bed to his chair. - He would 
have riſen '\up, at my entrance, but 
was not able. I gave him my tremb- 
ling hand, and fat . down by him; 
but my too viſible diſtreſs increaſed 
his, and it was-ſome time before ei- 
ther of us broke ſilence. ' At length 
he mentioned the information he had 
received of my intended excurſion. 


. T'-afſumed all the reſolution I could 
call to my aid; and treating that 
— lightly, expreſſed a hope of finding him 

better at my return from my jaunt; 
3 3 and 
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and, deſirous of giving him fome 


pleaſure, acquainted him with the 
permiſſion my father had kindly given 


me to refuſe lord Wilton, of which 


Mr. Leonard had received no certain 
information, though from his  lord- 
ſhip's departure, and other circum- 


ſtances, that had been related to him, 


he had conceived hopes that it was ſo; 
and I added, that © I now could not 


doubt, after ſo great a proof of my 


« father's indulgence, that be would 
always ſuffer me to continue ſingle; 


« which would certainly be my choice,” 


You will ſuppoſe this muſt occaſion 
ſome ſollicitations to wave this reſo- 
lution in his favour, He urged the 


ſame offer he had made me before 


but on my declaring warmly” againſt 
ſuch a ſtep, he would have promiſed 
an inviolable conſtancy if I would leave 
the event to time; but, as receiving 

ſuch 
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fach a promiſe would have been acting 
diſingenuouſly with my father, I ſtopped 
him, and inſiſted on his ſaying nothing 
more on that ſubje& ; adding that, 
*] muſt never conſider him hut in the 
light of a friend and a brother. 
Much tender altercation enſued, but 
the converſation was ill ſupported. on 
my ſide; for the difficulty. found. in 
commanding myſelf in ſo critical a 
juncture, made me fearful of, every 
word I ſpoke. After paſling near an 
hour with him, I took my leave. He 
aſked me when he ſhould ſee me again, 

I could no. longer reſtrain my tears, 
but anſwering, that, * as a fiſter he 
e might always command me,” left 
his chamber, and hurried to my own, 
to give way to the violence of my 
emotions. To ſeem to wiſh what, in 
reality, is ſo contrary to my inclina- 
tions, coſt me no little pain ; but 1 
would not perform imperfectly the 

B 4 great 
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great effort required of me, as I am 
fincere in my ſubmiſſion, and am far 
from meaning to amuſe my father with 
only a ſpecious appearance of duty, I 
thought it incumbent on me to inti- 
mate the only condition bn which he 
might expect to ſee me again; and 
when he finds he has been deceived as 
to the cauſe of my leaving home, he 
will perceive a ſtronger meaning in 
what FI faid, than he might at firſt 
diſcover.” Thope duty does not require 
me really to wiſh he may purchaſe my 
tecall from baniſhment at ſuch a price; 
if it does, I am very defective; for 
my heart by no means ſubſcribes to 
what I endeavoured to hint to him, 
- on the contrary, fear leſt the meaſures 
in which I concur ſhould prove ſuc- 
ceſitul, will be one of 11 greateſt. 
rorments. 1 21520 G ent TRY ee 
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My mamma paſſed the night with 
me, which proved a ſleepleſs one to 


both of us. Early in the morning I ſet 


out only with my uncle, it not being 
thought ſafe for me to be accom- 
panied by a ſervant, as her ſecrecʒ 
muſt be precarious: + After travelling 
a. few miles; my uncle diſmiſſed his 
attendants and equipage, and we pro- 
ceeded on our journey in hired poſt- 
F chaiſes. You cannot imagine any thing 
more kind than this good uncle's: be- 
haviqur, he fooths, he encourages me 
vith ſuch tenderneſs, that I can ſcarcel ß 
forgive myſelf. the dejection I cannot 
ſhake off, but J conceal it as much as 8 
_ + poſſible ;/-he ſees me melancholyy yet 
the violence of my diſtreſs I hide from + - 
him, by confining it within my o]m 
| breaſt z but in the night, when I am 
freed from reſtraint, it overpowers · me. 
1 perceive he thinks this. whole pro- 
ceeding both cruel and abſurd ;. but 
wm EF \ - me 
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the evil he cannot prevent, he labours 
to mitigate; and is contriving eyery 
means to alleviate the dulneſs of my 
ſolitude. My father has generouſly 
ſet no limitation to my expences; he 
has promiſed to anſwer with pleaſure 
every demand I can make; in ſhort, 
nothing is denied me but the eſſentials 
to my happineſs. Fruitleſs generoſity ! 
of what worth is all the reſt to me. 
Having- anſwered for my Charlotte's 
- honour, I am permitted to acquaint 
her with the place of my retirement: 
I know I run no hazard therein; for 
you value my friendſhip too much to 
_ forfeit it by à diſcovery of this ſecret 
to any ane whatſoever ; but, as for your 
kind offer, my deareſt of friends, I 
-abſolutely refuſe it. I would not for 
the world rob your parents of fuch 
a daughter, nor could you without a 
criminal diſregard to them, leave their 
raof, without declaring the place of 

Hp” 8h: ws | your 


FEILIAL DUTY; mw 
your deſtination ; and this would be 
an abſolute-breach of the engagement 
I have entered. into for your nen. 
and n . | 


"als is to be the n of x my 


| ans: but I-am too ignorant-of that- 


country to give you an intelligible ac- 
count of what part of it: and ſince I 


am to be baniſhed, I am pleaſed that 


it is amang a people I have always: 
highly honoured for their ſimplicity. 
and honeſty. As ſoon as I am arrived 
you may be aſſured of receiving a par- 
ticular direction, ſince on that depends 
my hearing from you; and, as the let-- 
ters of my friends are the only plea- 
ſures I can hope, I know you will in- 
dulge me as often as poſſible. To the 
ee, of poſts 905 it will be and 


ee, WH world ; . without it I 
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Denen emen mater 


122 4 £ I 


and breakfaſt i, on the 
table, and the horſes putting to the 
chaiſe, I muſt therefore add no more : 
than my aſſurances, that however my 
perſon may be dragged about, far 
from every thing that is dear to me; 
there ſtill remains with my Charlotte 
the tendereſt afections of her £ 


May ig, 
Miao + Te, Eu Lronanp. 
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From che S to the Sauz. 


ITTLE merit can I plead in 
2 keeping my promiſe to my deareſt 
friend, ſince regard to my word is leſs 
thought of by me, than the indulgence 
of my- inclination m writing to her: 
promiſes 


e 
; ZOOM SPE oli, 


ger of being broken. We performed - 


our long journey, much lengthened. 
by our not travelling the direct road. 
| without any ill accident; and in wea- 
ther, that had not the funſtine of my 
mind been obſcured by clouds that no- 
thing could diſſipate, muſt have ren- 
dered our journey extremely pleaſant. 
My good uncle directed my obſerva- 
tion to the brightneſs of the ſky, el 
ed out beautiful proſpects, and admired 
the ſoftneſs of the. ſouthern breezes, . 
which fanned us all the way; I aſſent- 
ed, and forced out a few words of cold 
praiſe, but had no ſenſo of any thing 
pleaſureable. My eyes glanced un- 
heedfully over the fineſt objects; and 
a November fog would ſcarcely have 
been diſtinguiſhed by me from the ſuns. 
ſhine- which he rejoiced in. 7 was 4s 


inſenſible to all the charms of rural na- 72 ' 


ture, as the ſick man is to the wit of > 


$ 
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| the'ſcoffer, of uam Shakeſpear ſays, 


97 Tenforce abs. pained impotent to 
« ſmile ! 
9 To move wild laughter! in . throat 
of death! 
It cannot be, it is irapoſſible ;- * 
Mirth cannot move a foul in agony.” 


1 he firlt thing that ſufficiently at- 
tracted my attention to give me any. 
pleaſure, was the account we received 
at the firſt inn we lay at in Wales, of: 
the inhabitants of a large manſion, 
which we had paſſed juſt before we ar- 
rived at the inn. The natural beau- 
ties of the place, the improvements it 
had received from art, and the very. 
excellent order it was kept in, induced 
my uncle to enquire by whom it was 
Inliabired. 


The landlord told us it belonged to- 
Sir Owen ap Griffith, who had very 
| | in 
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early in life been placed in the army, 
while a younger brother. He ſerved 
abroad ſeveral years in the moſt diſa- 
greeable ſtations, and was engaged in 
the moſt dangerous expeditions in the 
two laſt wars; for, though by his elder 
brother's death he ſucceeded to the fa- 
mily title and eſtate, a very conſiderable 
one, yet he would not quit the army, 
but having firſt entered into it to ſerve 
his own intereſts, thought it incum- 
bent on him to remain in it in order to 
ſerve his country : but happily, as it 
-muſt be deemed, before the end of the 
laſt war be met with ill treatment. A 
much younger officer, a man of fuf- 
pected courage, bad morals, and weak 
intellects, being promoted over his 
head, for no other merit than his no- 
ble connexions, being a man of qua- 
lity. Sir Owen however ſuppreſſed his 
reſentment till the peace was made, ard 


threw vp his commiſſion, in a manner 
| that 
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that forced a bluſh From thoſe who had 
urn I 


Hs: bad been married bee eee 
to a lady whoſe beauty had charmed 
him, and whoſe virtues -juftified his 
choice, and had brought him a family 
which confirmed his happineſs. To 
this manſion they retired, wearied with 
buſy ſcenes, and ſurfeited with faſhion- - 
able life; averſe: to crouds, but fond 
of ſociety. Six Owen is near fifty 
years old, Lady ap Griffith forty- three. 
| They have five ſons and three daugh- 
ters, all worthy of their parents, and 
ſharers with them in the eſteem and af- 
fection of almoſt this whole principa- 
| lity, for they have a very extenſive ac- 
quaintance. Their eſtate is about three - 
1 thouſand pounds a year, and Lady ap 
Iz Griffith's fortune having been, on their 
Fx marriage, ſettled upon younger chil- - 
dren, and ſuffered to accumulate, the 


intereſt . 
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intereſt never having been received, 


is already become a handſome pro- 
viſion for the younger children, and 


is defigned to continue encreaſing as | 
long as Sir Owen ſhall five, except for 


fuch as ſhall by marrying have imme- 


diate occaſion for their ſhare, Thus 


ro- the future baronet is ſecured an un- 
incumbered eſtate; and the family 
now enjoy an income which, in this 


cheap country, is greatly afluent, and 


well ſpent by them. They give nobly 
and judiciouſly diſtreſs, if not crimi- 
nally incurred, ever meets from them 


with relief; modeſt merit is ſure of en- 


couragement. As far as their obſerva⸗ 
tion can reach, virtue never pines in 


| wretchedneſs, nor are talents loſt to the 


poſſeſſor and the world for want of 


opportunities of entering into action: 


they feel more delight in delivering 


them from tlie oppreſſive load of po- 


verty, by which the fineſt talents are 
1 no 
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no doubt often totally obſcured, and 

introducing them into occaſions of in- 
provement and uſe, than ever the mi- 
ner did in diſcovering the brighteſt 
gem. In their houſe ſtill exiſts the 
hoſpitality of ancient times, and the 
_ diſtreſſed are always ſufficiently quali- 
fied to meet with a tavourable recep- 
tion there, 


- » Their, houſe is very ſpacious, and 
generally well filled, They have a 
numerous acquaintance, and their vi- 
ſits are ſeldom ſhort, It is uſual with 
them to have about a dozen at a time- 
of different ſexes and ages, and their 
ſociety is regular without formality, 
Except during the time of breakfaſt 
they never meet in a morning, Each 
purſues ſeparately his or her reſpective 
inchnations. The ladies chiefly in their 
own apartments, in which they may be 
well provided with amuſements from 
. 
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Sir Owen's large library, amply ſtock- 
ed with great variety of well-choſen 
books on every ſubject, with globes, 
maps, teleſcopes, microſcopes and ca- 
mera ofcuras. The gentlemen are ac- 
commodated with every convenience for 
the moderate enjoyment of field ſports. 
The afternoons are dedicated to ſociety: 
Riding and walking, little expeditions 
to the romantic ſpots with which this 
country abounds, where Lady ap-Grit- 
fich previouſly ſends tea, fruit, and 
cream, or ſome other rural refreſhment, 
uſually employ their ſummer evenings 

when the weather will permit. In win- 
ter, or wintry weather, the younger 
part of the company form little balls; 
while thoſe of a leſs nimble age amuſe 
themſelves with being ſpectators of their 
mirth, or playing at cards in the ſame 
room; and if by extraordinary chance, 
there happens to be any deficiency of 
numbers among the young, Sir Owen 
1 
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and his lady, and others by their ex- 
ample; will join in the dance, rather” 
than their youthful gueſts and family 
thould loſe their entertainment, Some- 
times they have little concerts,, when 
their moſt muſical friends are with 
them at others the young people act 
Shakeſpear's tragedies, after the pieces 
have undergone from Sir Owen any 
neceſſary corrections, who can expunge 
whole ſcenes if he thinks proper, with- 
out fear of the critic's laſh, Theſe are 
the only- plays they are permitted-to 
act; and ſome perſons who. have been 
great frequenters of the beſt theatres 
have ſaid, that although they had ſome- 
times ſeen one or two characters in a 
play more exquiſitely performed than 
by this little company, yet, on the 
whole, they never ſaw any repreſenta- 
tion ſo pleaſing, as n part is well 
done. 5 » 


After 
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After ſupper the converſation is al- 
ways general, no ſeparate parties being 
allowed to divide the young from the 
old, and, by doing ſo, rob them of 
the advantage they muſt gain, by the 
.converſation of the more experienced 
and judicious. After dinner the ſame 
opportunities of improvemeat are given 
them, 


Thus paſs the gay hours in this hap- 
Py family, where mirth and amuſements 
are never ſuffered to .interfere with the 
exerciſe of religious duties. Morn- 
ing and evening prayers are read there 
by the miniſter of the pariſh, a mot 
worthy man, in whom the purity and 
chearfulneſs of a good chriſtian are 
united, and who is married to a rela- 
tion of Sir Owen's, a very good and 
ſenſible woman, who brought him ſuch 
a fortune as renders their circumſtances - 
eaſy, This family live within three 
| 3 hundred 


% 
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hundred yards of the baronet's houſe, 
and generally ſhare” their feciety, Part 
of every Sunday is dedicated to the in- 
ſtruction of the ſervants, and the chil- 
dren of the neighbouring poor. -Theſe 
are their public religious exerciſes, but 
their private ones are more numerous; 
Lady ap Griffith and her daughters 
watch over the poor with maternal 
care, and ſupply all their real wants; 
to the ſick and indigent, they give re- 
hef; to the young and ignorant, in- 
ſtruction. As much as poſſible they 
_ furniſh all ages with employment, and 
rake every means of inſpiring them 
with the ſpirit of induſtry. Sir Owen, 
for his part, uſes all the power his office 
of juſtice of the peace, and ſuperior 
fortune give him, to preſerve the peo- 
ple in ſobriety; and ſuch public-houſes 
as are neceſſary, he obliges to obſerve 
the rules of temperance and regu- 
larit r. nach 

On 
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Do not theſe people underſtand life? 
Their pleaſures are juſtified by reaſon, 
and ſanctified by religion; they enjoy 
amuſements without coquettry or ſcan- 
dal; exercife without fatigue; repoſe 
without ſtupidity; and with them im- 
provements may be gained without 
being expoſed to the ſrductions of vice. 
Can there be an happier lot? J con- 
feſs my imagination can repreſent none 
to me ſo eligible. Had it been my 
fortune to be placed in the neigh- 
bourhood of this family I think I 
ſhould have felt leſs ſeverely my ba- 
niſhment from home; but I am fixed 
ſome days journey beyond it; and 
you will expect to know where, yet 
from me can receive little other ſatis» 
faction than that it is in Cardingan- 
ſhire. The neareſt town is — but that 
is ſeveral miles diſtant. The miſtreſs 
of the houſe where I am, was for- 
merly well known, to my uncle, being 
9 daughter 
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daughter to a rich farmer in his neigh. 
bourhood, and, by marrying a Welch- 
man, became tranſplanted hither. She 
ſeems a very careful good fort of wo- 
man, and on that account was pitched 
upon by my good uncle. Her huſband 
is Steward to Mr. —— and lives in the 
manſion-houſe, the owner never coming 
hither. This is a very agreeable cir- 
cumſtance to me, as I have a ſpacious 
apartment, though ſomewhat diſmal 
and uncouth; all the light J receive is 
through ſmall caſements. The furni- 
ture was originally ſuited to the ſim- 
plicity of the country, and is not 
mended by age, for it has ſeen many 
years; I do not believe there is any 
thing in the houſe that is leſs than an 
hundred years old ; but it is all very 
clean, | 


The country around is beautifully 
wild. Every thing here is in a great 
ſtile; 
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ſtile : I ſhall hence forward look on the 
middle part of England as the minia- 
ture of nature. Here ſhe appears in 
all her grandeur, and majeſty more 
than compenſates for the want of thoſe 
nice and delicate touches, which are 
obſervable in countries formed on a 
ſmaller ſcale. Wales ſhould be the ha- 
bitation of giants, and England their 
parterre, In my natural ſtate of ſpi- 
rits this country would have a thouſand 
charms for me; but the ſtupendous 
is not ſo ſalutary as gayer ſcenes, to 
the preſent temper of my mind. I 
believe I do not feel much leſs forlorn 
than the mariner when caſt on a deſert 
coaſt; and the wild face of nature 
adds ſome degree of horror to my 
melancholy; I could almoſt fancy 
every rock inhabited by a Polypheme, 
and dread the fate of Ulyſſes's com- 
panions. © 
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My good uncle, however, is defi- 
rous that I ſhould have every poſſible 
means of amuſement within the houſe. 
He has contrived to have an harpſi- 
chord conveyed hither; I brought with 
me all the neceſſaries for drawing and 
painting; and ſome books; he will 
ſend me more; you know he has al- 
ways directed my ſtudies, and will now 
ſupply me with the means of purſuing 
them. My landlady has recommended 
a very pretty young woman to me for 
a ſervant; whoſe innocent ſimplicity, 
and good-natured deſire to oblige, will 
make ample amends for any little auk- 
 wardneſſes which, through ignorance 
of her buſineſs, ſne may be guilty of. 
I never was accuſtomed to be much 
waited upon, and here can have no 
occaſion for the ſkill of an Abigail, 
as I have no temptation-to dreſs. No 
one would undergo the painful hand 
of the friſeur to recommend her per- 
ſon 


PILIAL DUTY. 27 


ſon to goats or goat-herds. Clean 
linen, neatly put on, will content me; 
and I have no one but myſelf to pleaſe, 
The natural tenderneſs of the poor 
girl's heart, inſpires her with a ſym- 
pathy that ſoothes my melancholy ; 
ſhe echoes my ſighs, and when I weep 
can ſcarcely reſtrain her tears. I fear 
they will force their way to-morrow, 
as mine will certainly flaw moſt copi- 
ouſly, for my dear uncle will then 
leave me, and [I ſhall feel entirely for- 
lorn and deſolate. 


I have juſt learnt a moſt mortifying 
particular, which ſhews me this place 
is ſtil} more ſavage than I imagined it. 
On making inquiries about the poſt, 
from which all my future pleaſures 


and comforts muſt flow, I am told that 


the diſtance from the poſt town is ſe 
great, that it will be impoſſible for 


me to have any communication with 
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it much oftener than once in a month. 
This is a ſhock which no one who has 
not been in the ſame ſituation, removed 
to a very great diſtance from all her 
friends, and loving thoſe friends with 
the utmoſt exceſs of tenderneſs, can 
imagine. The ſource of the only plea- 
ſure I hoped for is cut off from me; 
or ſo nearly, that it will not ſerve for 
a conſolation. My ſpirits cannot be 
kept up for twenty-nine days, by ex- 
pectation of the kind notice of my 
friends on the thirtieth. I ſhall then 
owe the bleſſing to a great monthly 
market at ———, which draws to- 
gether all the people of the county, 
ſome to ſell and others to buy. If 


money could purchaſe me the means 


of a more frequent communication, I 
could remove this evil with a ſafe con - 
ſcience; I ſhould not think what I fo 
ſpent was extravagantly laviſhed on 
myſelf, ſince it would be dedicated to 
the 
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the ſervice of the moſt neceſſitous per- 
ſon in the world; for the wretch muſt 
indeed be on the very verge of ſtarv- 
ing, to whom food or raiment could 
give the joy that letters from my friends 
would bring to me ; but it ſeems the 
general poſt not coming to , the 
private bag, which brings letters there, 
comes only on this general market- 
day ; the good people in this neigh- 
bourhood, having ſo few correſpon- 
dencies, that it would not pay the 
expence of the meſſenger, to bring 
them more frequently. Had I known 
this, I would have begged to have 
been placed any where rather than in 
this ſavage ſpot. But this is too late. 
Whoever comes hither ſhould paſs. 
Lethe inſtead of the Severn. Could I 
forget you all, I might at leaſt be in- 
ſipidly eaſy, and to be free from the 
pains of regret would be conſummate 
happineſs in compariſon. to what. I 
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feel. But in joy or ſorrow believe me 
my deareſt Chatlotte ever 


May 24, Moſt affectionately your's, 


1769. 


EMILIA LEONARD, 


— 8 


nne 


Miſs CHarLoTTE ARLINGTON to Miſs 
EMiLIa LEONARD. 


UST I then hear from my 

Emily but once in a month! 
cruel girl! to forbid my accompanying 
you to your folitude, You could not 
ſurely have done it, had you known. 
how very little intercourſe could paſs 
between us! What reſt can my mind 
know during ſuch long intervals of 
ignorance? Numerous are the evils 
that may paſs in the ſpace of a month; 
and however neceſſary the preſence of 
a friend 
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a friend may be to you, to procure 
it would take almoſt as much time 
as to travel to the antipodes. Surely 
throughout the Britiſh dominions, the 
Dean could not have found out another 
place ſo ſavage; where elſe could you 
have been cut off from all commerce 
with your friends? So tenderly as he 
has always ſeemed to love you, how 


can he himſelf ſupport it? Will not 
his heart ſicken before the monthly in- 


telligence from his darling arrives? 
But perhaps his patience is ſufficient 
for every trial; I know all his virtues 


are of the firſt magnitude; but I with 


ſome people were leſs good, or that I 
were more ſo; in either caſe I ſhould 
be better ſatisfied with their meaſures. 
But alas! the diſtance between them 


and me is great; I know not when 


we ſhall meet; I believe the work muſt 
be theirs, I ſhould be an age in creep- 
ing up to them, they might fall to me 

L in 
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in a moment; nothing ſo eaſy. But 
all this is little to the purpoſe, you will 
rather wiſh to hear a little about your 
friends. 


Poor Mrs. Leonard, not being quite 
ſo good, as thoſe very good folks . 
want to pull down, was not able to 
ſupport, with any degree of real for- 
titude, the loſs of her ſweet girl. 
Though ſne aſſumed an air of pati- 
ence and compoſure, the ſtruggle in 
her heart reduced her, in about a fort- 
night after you were gone, into a ſtate 
of extreme melancholy. Tour father, 
alarmed at her ſituation, wrote to my 
mamma, requeſting us to join our en- 
deavours with his to alleviate his wife's 

_ diſtreſs, We obeyed the ſummons the 
following day; ſtaid near a fortnight, 
and had the ſatisfaction of leaving her 
pretty well recovered in health, and in 
much better ſpirits than we found her. 
Perhaps 
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2 Perhaps you are equally anxious a- 
bout a more diſtant relation; but I 
muſt tell you, that I do not think you: 
did your couſin juſtice in the deſcrip- 
tion you gave me of him, though I 
then ſuppoſed the colours heightened: 
by the varniſh of prejudice; In per- 
fon, converſation, manner, in ſhort in: 
every thing, I never ſaw his equal; 
according to that extraordinary line, in: 
no extraordinary poet, None but 
* himſelf can be his parallel.“ I won- 
der how Mr. Edmondbury can retain: 
any intereſt in. my heart, when I fo» 
plainly perceive the ſuperiority of. an-- 
other man ; but I beheld Mr. Leo- 
nard as I do a Pyrocles or. Muſido- 
rus in romance, a kind of imagi- 
nary Being, equally above my hopes, 
and therefore no object for my affec- 
tions; for love, at it's firſt kindling, 
requires a little hope to fan the latent 
ſpark into a flame; a great fire wants 
| C 5. no 
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no blowing; even Water will not ea- 
ſily extinguiſh it; thus deſpair, the 
greateſt of all dampers, will not always 
ſubdue a paſſion grown to it's full 
ſtrength. Poſſibly, too, ſome difficul- 
ties which have ariſen in the affair be- 
tween Mr. Edmondbury and me, by 
animating my calm prepoſſeſſion in his 
favour, had no ſmall ſhare in defend- 
ing my heart againſt ſuch ſuperior me- 
rit, which 1 think muſt have been i irre- 
ſiſtible in the ſupine ſtate of certainty 
wherein I had lived for ſome months ; 
ſecurity blunts one's ſenſations prodi- 
giouſly. But no more of myſelf at pre- 
"ſent, for I have not yet done with Mr. 
Leonard; nor, I fancy, will you wiſh 
to hurry me to any other ſubject. 
The ſhare of your friendſhip which'T 
am ſo happy as to poſſeſs, procufed 
me no ſmall regard from your lover: 
his fever had quite left him; but it's 


effects, 
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effects, ſome weaknefſs of body, and a 
little langour of mind ſtill remained, 
and gave him a delicacy not unplea- 
ſing,” though, if conſtant, might: be 
deemed too great in one of his ſex. 
He took every opportunity of private 
converſation with me, that he might 
indulge himſelf in talking of our Emi- 
lia; and charmed me by the tender- 
neſs and delieacy of his ſeutiments. 
Indeed, my friend, though in a moſt 
deſolate ſtate, the companion of goats, 
or Beings little ſuperior to them, you 
are a very fortunate woman; the ſo- 
ciety of ſuch a man will greatly over- 
pay ſeveral years of vexation. If Ra- 
chel were half as agreeable as Mr. Leo-- 
nard, I do not think the patriarch had 
any reaſon to regret his long ſervitude, . 
with the incumbrance of his blear- eyed 
wife included. Tour ſufferings, I am 
perſnaded, will have as happy a con- 
cluſion, for thoſe who place their hopes 
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in your lover's inconſtancy will cer- 
tainly be diſappointed, With the eyes 
of his underſtanding he ſees your me- 
rit, and the ſenſations of his heart do 
it juſtice. His love is heightened and 
purified into adoration ; and though 
like Juba he ſayͤs Oh! how divine- 
ly fair!“ yet charms leſs frail ſeem 
to have captivated his whole ſoul ; 
and I firmly believe, that if he were 
not to ſee you again till you reach 
your grand climacteric, you would till 
find him an adoring and enraptured 
lover. 


I wiſh you had heard how prettily, 
how juſtly, and pathetically, he re- 
preſented to me the impoſſibility of his 
ever thinking of any other woman with 
tenderneſs, while his memory could 
preſerve the leaſt traces of your image, 
and your excellencies; you muſt he- 
roically have cried out, Welcome 

3. | % caves, 
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& caves, dens, rocks, and mountains; 
« wild. beaſts, and ſavage men! eve- 
&« ry pain, every miſery, that can be 
brought upon me by the tender af- 
« fections of ſuch a man] ſuch a cauſe 
* muſt endear the efects. Mr. Leo- 
nard, was very deſirous on my firſt go- 
ing to your father's to leatn from me 
what way-you had bent your courſe in 
your excurſion, and thought it ſtrange 
that he had not been able to gain that 
information from your mamma. Lou 
may imagine he was ſtill more ſuprized 
at receiving no ſatisfaction from me; and 
before I left the place grew extremely 
uneaſy. He could no way account for 
this ſecrecy, nor form any certain cauſe 
for fear, yet was under great apprehen- 
nion that ſomething was not right. The 
truth never entered his thoughts; and 
indeed how ſhould fo' ſtrange a pro- 
cedure find it's way into, the mind of a 


rational being ? Reaſon, though aſſiſted 
| by 
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by the anxious fears of the tendereſt 
of lovers, could not devine it ; but he 
frequently entreated me with ſuch eats 
neſtneſs and tender anxiety, to tell him 
where you were, why it was concealed. 
from him, and hen you would return, 
that I was a thouſand times on the very. 
point of breaking my faith with you; 
and ſtill wonder at my being able to 
preſerve it. The command I then ex- 
erted over myſelf has convinced me 
that my fidelity is equal to every trial; 
and has given me ſuch confidence, that 
1 ſhall hereafter look down with con- 
tempt on the greateſt part of our 
babling ſex: experience of one's own. 
ſtrength is apt to make one deſpiſe the 
weak, and I am ſo much puffed up by 
the conqueſt I gained over myſelf, 
when ſo perſuaſively attacked, that J 
-am convinced the grave only c can n 
me in wy icy hf pos 314 
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_ Miſs Sophia ſeems very well dif- 
poſed towards her couſin; ſhe makes 
frequent attempts to eoquet with him, 
but to little purpoſe ; when ſhe lan- 
guiſhes, he repels her kind glances 
with the moſt freezing looks; if the 
jeſts and laughs, he hears her with a 
countenance more ſuitable to the chief 
mourner at a funeral, than to a young 
man whom a pretty girl is endeavour- 
ing to allure, Her minauderies are all 
loft upon him; he does not even ſee 
that ſhe is rendering herſelf ridiculous 
by her attempts to charm; and her 
mirth meets with 'the ſolemn reception 
which he would give to a ſermom; 
only with ſometimes' an air of dif- 
guſt, added to gravity. Her vanity is 
piqued, but her heart is not mortified; 
for it is quite out of the queſtion. She 
plainly conſiders him in no other light 
than as a man, and conſequently a Be- 
ing to coquet with. She is provoked 
| at 
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at his inſenſibility, but has not one ten- 
der ſenſation towards him. She aſked 
me, if I did not think him immenſly 
«ſtupid; for her part, ſhe could not 
„ ſee what her papa and mamma ad- 
© mired in him ſo infinitely; a mere 
„ mope, without ſentiment, vivacity, 
A the uſages of the world, or diſcern- 
ment enough to prefer a young wo- 
© man to her grandmother.” If an 
ape clad in Jace and embroidery, were 
to come in her way, I am perſuaded 
ſhe would give him the preference to 
her moſt amiable and accompliſhed 
couſin, But what can. the poor girl 


tied; the call of hunger is not more 


keen than her natural appetite to co- 
quettry, and he is the only poſſible 
object. Her vanity is condemned to a 
ſevere famine; the pangs of which are 
increaſed by ſeeing ſuch pretty food 


before her, and yet not able to obtain 
it. 


do? She is really very much to be pi- 
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it. She is ſenſible Mr. Leonard paid 

more regard to you than to her, yet 

is not abſolutely jealous, becauſe ſhe 

thinks it impoſſible a man ſhould pre- 

fer any one to her ſweet felf, but attri- 

butes the difference in his behaviour 
to his ſeeing you are leſs dangerous, 
and have leſs right to form expecta- 

tions from one of his ſex, therefore ci- 

vility to you was ſans conſequence, 
How ingeniouſly can vanity flatter it- 
ſelf | 1 have heard, with aſtoniſhment, 
her hints of the ſuperiority of her 

beauty. Were there no mirrors in the 

world, I ſhould not wonder ſhe formed 
her opinion of her perſon from the idea 
her imagination ſuggeſted ; but every 
looking-glaſs ſhe conſults might ſet her 
right; and, if they failed, Mr. Leo- 

nard's eyes might convince her; but her 

conceit is unconquerable. She creates 

ſome amuſement to herſelf from his re- 


veries, and indeed more than once ſe- 
duced . 
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duced me intd ſharing her - mirth ; ſhe 
will play a; thouſand monkey tricks, 
which he never ſees, :aſk him a thouſand. 
queſtions which he never hears, and by 
teizing draw an aſſent from him to the 
greateſt abſurdities, wben, burſting inco 
a loud laugh, ſhe rouſes him, ; proper- 
ly ſpeaking, like a rattlmg peal of 
« thunder :” he ſtares with amazement; 
and is not eaſily convinced that ſhe has 
either aſked' him any queſtions, or for- 
ced. any reply from him, till the ſcene 
really becomes comic. Indeed he has 
the art of carrying his mind the fartheft 
from the company, of which, his perſon 
makes a part, of any one I ever ſaw; 
and it is often a long time before his 
mind can be brought back to a body, 
from which it would be pity to have it 
diſengaged. I, who gueſſed his thoughts 
were gone poſt after you, never wonder- 
ed they were ſo long returning home; 
but Jo who did hot. ſuſpect what an 
| ignis 
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ignis fatuus he was purſuing, conſiders 
it as a defect in his intellects, and aſked 
me very ſeriouſly one day, if I did not 
think her couſin a little wrong in his 
head? I told her, by the gravity of 
her countenance, I imagined ſhe felt 
herfelf a good deal intereſted in it. 
« Poſſitively, faid ſhe, fo I am; he is, 


you ſee the only perſon I have to 


*« converſe with; and ſhould he go 
&« melancholy mad, which ſeems what 
« he is inclined to, it would be immenſly. 
« dull; a little wildneſs, or even a lit- 
« tle raving, might be comical enough, 
« and afford me an infinity of amuſe. - 
ment in the country. Do you not 
admire her taſte and her ſentiments ? 
Yet ſhe piques herſelf en being ſenti- 
mental, I told her I thought melan- 
choly madneſs would be moſt favorable 
to her, and I made no doubt but ma- 
ny of the inhabitants of Bedlam ſported 
ſentiments immenſly well, She turned 

a B from. 
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from me in- diſdain, and has never 
fince condeſcended to impart to me her 
ſuſpicions of the inſanity of her cou- 


ſin's mind. I am fo far of her opinion, 
that I will not anſwer for his intellects, : 


when he finds how you have been kid- 
napped. An odd kind of an elope- 
ment your's! with a reverend Dean and 


Uncle: never before did a girl run 


away with ſo ſober a companion. The 
good man intends, then, to conſole you 
for the loſs of an amiable lover, by the 


elaborate productions of philoſophers 

and hiſtorians, I hope he will ſend 
you Mr. Boyle on ſeraphic love; I 
fancy you mult be in a good diſpoſi- 


tion for ſuch ſtudies. Indeed the ob- 


| je& of your's is as nearly ſeraphic as 


any mortal can be. Or does the Dean 
imagine goat's milk as ſure a cure for 


love as for ſome other diſtempers? If 


ſo, it is hard Mr. Leonard ſhould not 
have his ſhare of the remedy ; but, 
poſſibly, 
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poſſibly, he thinks the blandiſhments 
of a coquet may be a better ſpecific. If 
fuch is his notion, I am convinced he 
will - ſoon find himſelf miſtaken ;- and 
learn, that though ſo reverend a Divine 
may, for the ſoul, be a very good phy- 
fician, he little underſtands the. me- 
thod of treating a love-ſick heart. 


I may poſſibly have raiſed in you a 
little curioſity about my affairs, which 
I ſhall endeavour to ſatisfy. Lady 
Mary Belmour, who was in France at 
the ſame time with Mr. Edmondbury, 
was pleaſed to conceive a violent paſ- 
fion for him, while he either did not 
diſcover it, or pretended blindneſs, 
and thereby neither encouraged nor 
depreſſed the lady's hopes, who had, 
it muſt be confeſſed, a tolerable foun- 
dation whereon to build the moſt 
flattering expectations. Lady Mary 
is about twenty-five years old, a wo- 

; man 
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man of metit, and in perſon not plain 
enough to diſguſt, nor handſome enough 
to charm. By what I am told it is 
ſuch, as, where there are other arti- 
cles of value, may be thrown in with- 
out either adding to the weight of the 
ſcale, or diminiſhing the worth of the 
purchaſe. Thus far, you ſee, the is 
no very formidable rival ; but, alas! 
ſhe has in preſent a larger fortune than 
J have in reverſion, beſide the too flat- 
, tering circumſtance of her rank. Theſe 
have ſo dazzled Sir Edward, that he 
is grown blind to my merit; his fight 
is totally perverted; all thoſe future 

acres he ſo much admired have loſt their 
charms, the graſs appears withered, 
the corn blighted, the faireſt meadow 
he eſteems no better than a bog, and 
the good arable land he ſcorns as if it 
were mere | ſtubble; and les beaux 
yeux de ma caſſette have * all their 


brilliancy. 
I ; But 
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But I tell my ſtory inn; I' ſhould 
have'' proceeded to fay, that, Lady 
Mary returned, into England in a fort- 
night after Mr. Edmondbury, and, 
hearing he was engaged in addreſſes to 
another woman, thought it neceſſary 
to make a ſhort truce with female de- 
corum. She acquainted a relation, whe 
had been her guardian, with her ſen- 
timents ; and though he would have 
wiſhed her eſtabliſhed equal to what 
her rank and fortune entitled her, yet, 
finding her affections ſo deeply inte- 
reſted, he propoſed the affair to Sir 
Edward, from whom it could not fail 
of meeting with a joyful acceptance. 
His ſon, however, did not receive it 
in the like manner ; he pleaded prior 
engagements, and has not yet been 
prevailed upon to give them up. He 
ſtill vows love and conſtancy ; but I 
leave you to gueſs whether they are 
likely long to hold out againſt pater- 
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nal authority, the ſuggeſtions of inte- 
reſt, and the perſuaſives of vanity; 
which muſt be gratified, not only with 
Lady Mary's rank, but with ſo evident 
a proof of her ſtrong attachment to 
him; ſmall ſigns of which he ima- 
gines he ſees in me. Indeed I did not 
thoroughly know my ſentiments to- 
wards him till this affair brought me 
to queſtion with my own heart; and 
and were I now to alter my behaviour 
he might naturally attribute the change 
to pride rather than affection ; and I 
am not ſure there may not be ſome- 
thing of that in it, for I think I can 
ſtill ſay, | 

If there's a joy in love, 'tis when I 

ſee, | 


That heart which others ſigh for, ſigh 
for me. 


It 
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It is certain I never diſcovered that 


Mr. Edmondbury was poſſeſſed of ſo 


much beauty, wit, good ſenſe, and 
amiableneſs of diſpoſition; in ſhort, L 
never ſaw his virtues or qualifications 
in ſo advantageous a light, as ſince 1 
learnt the impreſſion they have made 


ger I am in of loſing him; but whe- 


ſtrongly: 1atereſted in that danger I 
cannot pretend to ſay; though, be- 


tween ourſelves, I think it is the latter; 


and therefore if you pleaſe to examine 


among your ſurrounding precipices, 


nich is beſt ſuited for the lover's 

leap, if Lady Mary proves victorious, 
I may probably ſet out directly for your 
abode, and take that effectual means 
for the cure of a paſſion, which would 
ſit very aukwardly on me, when ac- 
companied with deſpair. My papa 
and mamma ſay I deſerve; this diſap- 
Vorl. II. D appointment. 


on Lady Mary Belmour; and the dar! 


ther my pride or my affection is moſt 


1 
: 
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pointment. That may be, but I al- 
ways hoped for a better lot than I 
deſerve; and ſhall be ſenſibly morti- 


fied if I do not obtain it. How could 


I foreſee that ſo forcible an attack 
would be made on my lover? I ſup- 
poſed the man might at leaſt be left 
to offer himſelf; and though it has 
turned out otherwiſe, I cannot repent; 
for if before marriage he does not 
love me well enough to ſtand this tri- 
al, how little reaſon is there to believe 
he could have reſiſted any temptation, 
after ſuch a damper to the tender paſ- 
fion as marriage uſually proves? Then, 
mould I conquer, how great will be 
my triumph! all my ſcruples, my de- 
hcacies, or, if you pleaſe, my whims, 
will be ſatisfied; my heart will be the 
certain purchaſe of his; and if gra- 
titude and affection can reward his 
conſtancy, he ſhall not repent the pre- 
ference he has given me. But will te 
give 


WW, 
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give me that preference? Alas | I ra» 
ther fear; in that caſe, kaweyer, reaſon 
vill cell me, he is not worth regret- 
| WW ing; but I ſuſpect I ſhall deal as ge- 
; I nerouſly with him as I expect to be 
dealt with; and do more than he de- 
ſerves ; though vanity will whiſper that 
he does not merit * 


0 June 2, Your moſt tenderly affectionate 
= 

> Cnaxkorrx ARLINGTON; 
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Miſs Emit1a LEONARD, to Miſs 
CHaRLOTTE ARLINGTON. © 


My ever dear CnARLOT TE, 
N appellation not leſs ſincere for 
being ſeldomer repeated; ſel- 
e- dom repeated by my pen at leaſt; for 
be my heart terms you fo hourly ; and 
ve D 2 perhaps 
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perfiape 8 möre indefatigable in whiſ- 
pering it's tender ſenſations, for being 
deprived of the means of addreſſing 
them to you with the former delight- 
ful s I ſhall not obey your 
commands of ſeeking out à proper 
precipic from whence you may take 
the lover's leap, till I Tee you in a more 
deſperate ſtate: from the manner where- 


ir, you treat this affair, I really fancy 


goat's mil may prove a ſufficient cure 
tor ſuch a paſſion as your's; though I 


ſuſpe& you” are only putting the beſt 


face on your preſent ſituation ; and, in 
the malefactor's ſtyle, determined to 
die hard; for I do. not believe you ſo 
eaſy on the ſubject as you pretend; or 
that your prepoſſeſſion i in Mr. Edmond- 
bury's favor is ſo very inconſiderable; 
but, having brought yourſelf into this 
ſcrape, pride will not ſuffer you to own 
how deeply intereſted you are in the 


event. I perfectly agree with Mr. and 


Mrs. 


as 


„„ „ 
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Mrs. Arlington, that yau deſerve to 
loſe a man you have for idlytrifled with; 
but I no leſs warmly join with you, in 
boping you will bot receive: the _ 
eee gh quia Vat! ON 14; 
£3 1 0? gon ei D2D51111:9 

e You Wetbery kind in bemgw Wag? 
cious on a fubject on which my family 
preſerve a total ſilence. I have received 
the kindeſt letters that "parental affec- 
tion eould dictate from my father, my 
mother, and uncle, but no mention of 
Mr. Leonard. One would imagine 


they think nothing but the repetition 


of his name could preſerve him in my 
memory. Alas I have a more fuith- 
ful, and more diligent remembrancer 
than their pens could be; were they to 
write of nothing elſe. To hope that'l 
ſhould forget him, or think” of Hin 
with indifference, is abſurd; I mũſt loſe 
all ſenſe of merit before I can Us the 
latter; and, while © ty memory has 

D 3 abc 


-54 THE TEST OF 
the power of retenſion, he cannot loſe 
his place in it. But that ſhall give them 
no cauſe of unneaſineſs, as it ſhall not 
render me unhappy. I uſe a term, that 
may to many appear too poſitive, but 
I am perſuaded is not ſo. The powers 
of the. mind are great ; the weakneſs 
we often charge on them is in the will; 
they appear weak, becauſe we do not 
force them to exert their ſtrength, but 
deem unconquerable what we have ne- 
ver tried to conquer. I will not pro- 
miſe to feel no pangs at being ſo-unne- 
ceſſarily removed from the abject of 
my ſincereſt regard; nor even to re. 
flect, without pain, through the wholg 
courſe of my life, on being forbidden 
the ſociety of a man as eligible in the 
eye of reaſon, as in that of affection; 
I ſhall, no doubt, be leſs happy than if 
ſuch a ſacrifice had not been required 
of me ; but. there are many degrees 
hetween happineſs and miſery, Had 
| it 
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it pleaſed Providence to deprive me of 
ſight or hearing, would it have been 
wiſe, or even juſtifiable, to ſpend my 
days in lamenting the misfortune, in- 
ſtead of endeavouring to alleviate it? 
My parents are a kind of ſubordinate 
Providence to me ; — it is my duty to 
ſubmit to their will; and it ſhall be my 
endeavour to perform my part the moſt _ 
to their ſatisfaction, and my own eaſe. 
How few people can, in this world, 


poſſeſs every thing they deſire! and if 


they could, how often would they find 
the ſatisfaction reſulting thence, fall 
ſhort of their expectation! I have 
more than a common ſhare of bleſ- 


ſings : how ' inexcuſeable ſhould 1 be 


were I to loſe my ſenſe of them, in 
regretting that which is denied mo 
My heart will feel it; but it's ſenſa- 
tions ſhall be directed by reaſon, not by 
paſſion ;' my regrets; though tender, 


hall not be impatient; I will cultivate 
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©” henceforth poſſible for any man to 
- - pleaſe me; there I ſhall not be able to 
forbear a compariſon, which muſt pre- 
p vent their making any impreſſion on 
my heart; but this may be no loſs 3 


YN 
i 
| ; 
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my taſte for every bleſſing I can attain, 
and endeavour to enjoy them with gra- 
titude, drawing no compariſons be- 
tween what is allowed, and what de- 
nied me. 1 might as reaſonably refuſe 
to go to an opera, from a diſguſt at 
not being able to hear the muſic of 
the ſpheres. It will not, I believe, be 


Ido not think they always contribute 
"ee our fn, 100 


While: years att for fund 


months adored, © « TW 
ve 1 The fowning ſervant turns wy | 
bord. ” N . 10 1 
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But every other means of rational hap- 


pinels is within & power, and I will 


= not 
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not negle& even the ſmalleſt innocent 
amuſement that ſhall fall in my way 
Theſe are the flowers ſtrewed ia our. 
paths, and worth gathering, though 
not ſubſtantially valuable; and if the 
purſuit of them does not attract us out 
of the right road to happineſs, they 
may ſerve to amuſe us on our road, 
and keep the mmm ſome 
dun ae dreary paſſages. y 
| 100 1 132”; Wong 18 
„ng fixed in this refolithon; by 
calm reflexion, to which my quiet re- 
tirement is a friend, you. will not be 
ſurprized that I endeavour to make the 
beſt of my preſent forlorn ſituation 
but, in truth, except my father really 

had that favorable opinion of goat's 
milk, which you are inclined to ſup- 
poſe, hie could not have found out a 
worſe place than this, to cure the mind 
of a too tender prepoſſeſſion. Were I 
_ to act the part of n 
- D 5 love- 
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Jave-ſick girl, 1 am placed in the moſt 
favorable ſpot imaginable. Such caves 
to ſigh and mourn in ! ſuch pretty ri- 
vulets to fwell with my tears! ſuch 
ſhady groves to oath my melancholy, 
and trees whereon to carve my lov- 
er's name l This country is too well 
formed. for ſoft contemplation ;, indeed 
I find it dangerous ta my reſolu- 
tion of not giving way to regret, and 
melancholy ; for I never go. out to 
walk, but 1 ſoon perceive myſelf in 
- ſame ſpot, ſuch as one would imagine 
formed purpoſely for the retirement of 
2 deſpairing maiden. Poſſibly you will 
laugh at me if L tell you, that when. I 
find. myſelf reduced into any indulgence 
of too tender ſentiments, I chmb up 
one of the higheſt of the neighbouring 
mountains, ſteep and craggy, ſufficient 
to conquer the moſt obſtinate reverie z 
or gor to the edge of a caſcade, whoſe 
roaring confounds all one's ſenſes. 
Reading 
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Reading, painting, and muſic engage 
my thoughts at home. The length of 
my days, as no part is fpent in that 
great conſumer of time talking; allows, 
me leiſure for each of them. 1 have 
drawn views of ſeveral adjacent places : 
nothing can be more favorable for a 
lover of the pencil; almoſt every ſpot 
is pictureſque z and I think the bold- 
neſs with which nature has here marked 
every ſtroke, will much improve the 
freedom of my hand. Salvato Roſa's 
wildeſt deſigns are mignonne and fini- 
cal to ſome places in this neighbour- 
hood; but they have at leaſt as great 
ſhare of the horrible as the beautiful 
in them, and are the laſt I ſhall copy 
for as Michael Angelo's choice of ex- 
citing as much horror as. admiration, 
has always leſſened my regard for him 
as a Painter, ſo I ſhould blame myſelf 
for ſelecting the terrible, when ſo ma» 
ny more pleaſing ſcenes offer themſelves 
D 6 to 
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my pencil. When 1 have tired myſelf 
with copying theſe, I may be tempted, 
from reſpect to the ſtupendous, to 
make the others my ſubjects, and poſe 
ſibly inſert you in the piece, in the very 
action of performing; your intended 
lover's leap. As the beſt ſeaſon for 
this amuſement will ſoon be over, I 
ſeldom fail taking ſome view every 
day. Thus I get a great deal of air; 
and, at the ſame time, keep my mind 
employed, which I truſt with as few 
moments of reflection as poſſible. - In 
me weather I paſs little time in the 
houie : I have put up a great many 
feats, and tables to each, and not only 
draw, but read abroad, I have even 


become the ſcholar of a poor man, in 
the neighbourhood, on the Welch harp, 
becauſe it is an inſtrument I can have 
braught to me in the fields; and I aſ- 
fure you F have made ſome proficiency: 
upon it. My maſter plays well, though. 


03 


he 
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ke never thought (f ſetting: up for a 
teacher, and is not leſs pleaſed with the 
honour, than the profit of the employ- 
ment; I mean the honour done to his 
art. In other reſpects, he would hold 
me cheap for indeed a German noble, 
with his ſeize quartiers, would make 
but a deſpicable figure here, where the 
moſt humble deduce their Pedigree in 
4 age ITS 21150 ' 998 


Wben the weather i hot fie enough 
for me to fit long in the open air, 1 
take my little Abigail to walk with me, 
and make her teach me Weleh, which 
_ Ifacilitate; by giving a little time to the 
ſtudy of a Welch grammar and dictio- 
nary, that my uncle, at my defire, has 
ſent me, with two or three books in 
the ſame language. My chief view in 
this: as in every other of my employ-' 
ments, was to keep my mind bufy. 


No fine * or lady ever took 
J' more 


— 
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more pains to exclude thought. As I 
find it impoſſible to prevent the fubject 
I would avaid from intruding, I give 
myſelf ſo little leiſure to think, that L 
cannot expect to receive much benefit 
from what 1 read; but I ſhall be the 
happier, if not the wiſer, for this care; 
and, after all, what promotes real hap» 
pineſs is true wiſdom. As I riſe before 
five o'clock, and do not go to bed till 
eleven, you may perceive my days are 
of fufficient length for every call I can 
have on my time, though I aſſure you 
I never find them too long. That I, 
may not read totally without reflexion,. 
I frequently write obſervations on the- 
paſſages that ſtrike me moſt, as I find 
it the beſt method of fixing my atten- 
tion, and preventing my thoughts from 
ſtraying to a leſs proper ſubject. As my 
extraordinary leiſure allows of it, with- 
out materially interrupting any other 


employment, it may have it's uſes, by 
teaching 
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teaching me to think with more or- 
der and preciſion; r an 
improve my ſtile. 


| $2 0 | 
The blood of the Ap-Shenkins, and 
Cadwalladers would riſe in reſentment 
againſt me, did they know that I had 
ſo long omitted telling you that I have 
neighbours. The church is two miles; 
off, which will be a great inconvenience 
in winter, but at preſent I can reach it; 
and there I excited the curioſity of a 
family of ſome figure in the country, 
who perceived I was a ſtranger ; anda 
| ſtranger in this part of the world is a 
2 very ſtrange thing indeed, as J ſup- 
poſe no ſuch appears much, oftenes 
than once in a century. I have made. 
my dreſs as conformable as I can to 
my rural ſituation. I wear nothing but 
night gowns; and my head-dreſs is a 
little round cap, unornamented, and. 
fimple; no plaiting or puffing have 1 
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about me; no ſcollops, chevaux de 
frize, nor any of thoſe redundancies; 
my ruffles are ſnort, and my aprons 
unfurbellowed, deſirous of attracting 
as little notice! as poſſible; but yet [ 
did not eſcape the obſervation of this 
family. The firſt Sunday they only 
ſtared; but in the courſe of the week 
found means of making enquiries about 
me. The next curteſied; and in the 
ſucceeding days renewed: their enqui- 
ries; and not conceiving the worſe 
opinion of me from the anſwers they 
received, ventured to ſpeak the Sunday 
following; and before the expiration 
of che week came to viſit me. The 
maſter of this family, Mr. Evan ap 
Rees, is very ſickly, and a little ſurly; 
bur-nther the health or cafe of Mrs. 
ap Rees mind or body, ſeem ever to 
h A Fat. Memes, ee She is of 
a very d οον n height for a Welſh 
womay,, Ac uſually ſhort, but 
$9 2 I do 
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I do not believe ſhe wants above an 
inch of fix feet. Her width is more 
than proportionable; though ſhe uſes 
her beſt” endeavours to confine it with- 
in moderate dimenſions, and thereby 
raiſes her ſhoulders up to her ears; and 
her neck is thruſt up ſo cloſe to her 
chin, that I think it would be a diffi- 
cult taſk to get an handkerchief in be- 
tween them ; and that may be the rea- 
ſon ſhe does not attempt it, for ſhe 
wears her's open to the very top of her 
ſtays, and exhibits what one can com- 
pare to nothing but mount Etna. The 
colour indeed cannot be concealed, for, 
though her handkerchief is of thick 
cambrick, the vivid hue of that patt 
of her neck which i is under it, makes | 
it appear many ſhades deeper than the 
faſhionable roſe-· pink. There is cer- 
tainly great regularity of proportion in 
her perſon, for her arms may vie with 


thoſe of a gladiator; and vary in o- 
lour 


66 THE TEST OF 


lour from her neck only by a ſtrong 
tinge of purple. I have heard faces 
compared to a full moon; but when 
firſt riſing, and ſeen through the heated 
vapours of the thiekeſt atmoſphere, it 
would not merit the honour of being 
brought into compariſon with her flam- 
ing countenance, which ſeems to be 
kept in a blaze by the fires that iſſue 
from the Etna on which her chin 
reſts. Her figure is properly crowned 
by a prodigious buſh of the reddeſt hair 
I ever ſaw, parched into a frizzle, 
much admired by herſelf under the 
name of natural curling; and ſhe 
ſwears by St. Taffy, as thinking it 
impoſſible otherwiſe to gain belief, 
that ſhe never curls it; nor did ſhe 
find me ſlow of | faith, for I could ſee 
no traces of art in the extraordinary 
appearance. While I was beholding 
with aſtoniſhment this deſcendant, as I 
ſuppoſe, from Gog or Magog, wl.olc 

| anceſtors 
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anceſtors had fied to the ſhelter of theſe 


mountains with the ancient Britons, 
ſhe encreaſed my ſurprize by addreſſing 
me with the ſqueak of maſter Tommy, 
or Nibble-biſket, in a puppet-ſhew ; 
nor is this, I believe, afſectation. but 
ber natural voice. 


This Den has two daughters, young 
ladies; one of forty, the other thirty 


years of age, broad, ſquat figures both, 


with hair of the ſame colour as their 
mamma's, and flat, wide, jolly faces, 
much reſembling the Racchanalians ſo 
often placed as ſigns at a punch - houſe. 
Miſs Winifrid, the eldeſt, is thought 
by her mother to have juſt reached 
woman's eſtate, but, as for poor Miſs 
Goneril, her younger ſiſter, the whole 
family ſeem ſo well convinced ſhe is 
yet but in her infancy, that ſhe is lucky 


in being ſuffered to walk without Jead- 


ing ſtrings. If one judged of their 


age 
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age by their height, one might, indeed, 
imagine them but juſt born, when one 
looks at their gigantic parent; for nei- 
* of them _—_— up to her elbow. 
49 5 tit „0% Ude H, 10 
5 e ſon, the youngeſt of this fami- 
ly by a year, does her more credit; 
for he is above ſix feet high, and ſeems 
made in her very model; only by good 
fortune he has not inherited her ſqueak- 
ing pipe, for the bold thunder ſpeaks 
in him; but Mrs. ap Rees ſays; * he 
was ſuch a poor little puny: child ſhe 
i oould never truſt him out of her light; 
e theteſore had him bred: at home for 
it would have been ite xbuſeable to 
& have hazarded the life of the laſt of 
* their btanch of the ap Rees, and to 
te have-ſuffered a family to end in her; 
* which had not wanted a male repre. 
. ſentative in lineal deſcent, ſince the 
year of the world, two thoufand 
a TO” hundred and foui. To which 
| this 
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this hopeful ſtock, by way of appen- 
dix to his mother's ſpeech, - with a 
grin that would have well become the 
face of Polypheme, added, Les, 
Miss, you ſhall ſee; our pedigree 
hen you ſcome to our hall.” —_ 
to their hall I muſt ſoon 80. 


01 ing 399 $17 59737; 

If it were poſſible for me to be 
more impatient than before for my 
monthly packets, I ſhould be render- 
ed ſo, by my anxiety to hear how 
your affair proceeda, and whether you 
have yet gamed a victory over intereſt, 
vanity, and filial duty? Strong antago- 
niſts! Sir Edward makes but a diſho- 
nourable figure in this trarſaction. * 
am ſure he does not deſerve ſuch a 
daughter-in-law as my ſweet Charlotte, 
To what a fiery. trial his ſon is expuſ- 
ed I, can ſcarcely: excuſe: myſelf for 
not feeling more men r. . 
than ue 3: $07 : 
Continue, 
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Continue, my dear girl, to ſend me 
accounts of what paſſes in my family, 
or L ſuppoſe I ſhall be kept in painful 
ignorance. Let not your ſtate of ſuſ- 
penſe drive from your thoughts your 
recluſe, your ſequeſtered friend, for 
to be baniſned from the world will not 
give half the — to, 


Your ever affectionate, 


"Emilia LEONARD. 


LETTER XXVL 


Miſs CHARLOTTE ARLINGTON to Miſs 
 Emit1ia LeonarD. 


AS there ever ſo provoking a 
girl! you do not deſerve that 
I ſhould add my mite towards amuſing 
your ſolitude, ſince it has not taught 
you to feel for other's woes, to which 
melancholy 
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melancholy is moſt conducive. You ; 
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think then that I merit my preſent 
ſtare of ſuſpenſe? What crime have I 
committed worthy of ſo great a pu- 
niſhment? Becauſe I wiſhed to be aſ- 
ſured of the man's whole heart, ſhould 
I therefore be doomed to loſe him en- 
tirely ? Surely, the deſire was natural; 


J might, in my own opinion, ſay, lau- 


dable ; but, perhaps, I now wiſh 1 had 
been rather leſs delicate ; yet, if 1 do, 
my underſtanding blames the weakneſs 
of my heart, for I ſtill, in my ſober 
ſenſes, approve my motive, though 
inclination, for I hate the word paſſion, 
is averſe to the conſequences. Do not 
ſuppoſe, however, that J am yet for- 
faken. Mr. Edmondbury ſtill ſighs 
and vows; and Sir Edward ſtorms 
at his oppoſition. Lady Mary, I am 
told, ſickens and languiſhes; how I 
perform my part I ſhall not ſay, that 
I may not preſent too deplorable a 


group. 
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up to your imagination; but I un- 
dergo the mortification of being fre- 
quently told, that my eyes have loſt 
much of their fire, and my complexion 
of it's vermillion indeed I fear, que 
« bientot les ys Lemport'ront ſur les 
< roſes My parents are ſo much of- 
fended at Sir Edward's.,very unhand- 
ſome behaviour, that they declare, no- 
thing ſhould prevent their ſhewing 
their reſentment, by forbidding his ſon 
their houſe, but the conſequence, they 
perceive. he is of to my happineſs ; 
and [ believe they could not give a 
more painful proof of their tenderneſs 
for me, than by ſuffering his viſits; 


though they acknowledge that he is in 


no reſpect too blame. In truth I think 
he has nearly. as great; a ſhare of their 
compaſſion as; I have, for he ſeems 
much more unhappy : it is bis part, 
you know, to ſhew, at leaſt, all the 


unealineſs he feels; female decorpra 


obliges 
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obliges me as much as poſſible to con- 
ceal mine. He exculpates himſelf 
from ever having ſhewn more atten- 
tion to Lady Mary than politneſs 
rendered abſolutely neceſſary ; nor did 
he ſuſpect her of any tender regard 
for him. He declares a ſincere eſteem 
for her, but that fhe never could have 
excited in his heart any ſofter ſenti- 
ments, even if ke had not known me; 
though. probably in that caſe he might 
have complied with his father's com- 
mands, and contented himſelf with 
ſacrificing all hopes of ſublimer hap- 
pineſs, to the advantages of her. al- 


lance, It is ſaid, that ſhe much 


wiſhes no advances had ever been 
made on her fide, for ſhe is not un- 
generous. or indelicate enough to de- 
fire to controul Mr. Fdmondbury's 
inclinations; but Sir Edward will not 
give up the point; and. her relation 
inſiſts on her adhering to the ſtep he 

Vol. II. E took 


24 THE TEST OF 
took in compliance with her ill-fated 
paſſion. [Thus entangled, ſhe knows 


not how to extricate herſelf from the 
difficulties in which ſhe is involved. 


My ſituation is very untoward : ge- 
neroſity and juſtice oblige me to be- 
ie the dictates of my heart. Mr. Ed- 
mondbury is ſo entirely dependant on 
his mercenary and imperious father, 
hat I can do no leſs than exhort him 
0 obedience ; whatever pangs the loſs 
of him may give me, they will not be 
ſo ſevere as thoſe I ſhould feel from 
-having been the cauſe of his ruin, for 
his happineſs is of tenderer impor- 
tance to me than my own, Were I 
in preſent, miſtreſs of a large fortune, 
Sir Edward ſhould have my free leave 
to diſinherit his ſon; but, dependant 
as himſelf, I could not recompence 
him for  ſach a ſacrifice; and to ſee 
him reduced into a ſtate of poverty 
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would be a ſhock that I think I could 
not ſurvive. I continually intreat him 
to comply with his father's commands, 
but he declares. he will ſooner be de- 
prived of his inheritance; for though 
he is ſenſible that he muſt then relin- 
quiſh all hopes of poſſeſſing me, yer 
he ſhall ſtill remain at Hberty to che- 
riſh my idea, which will be far pre- 
ferable to being united to-a perſon 
who - has every demand on his grati- 
tude, his humanity, and generoſity, 
but never can have any ſhare of his 
affection; without which, the tender- 
neſs, the attentions ſhe might ſo juſt- 
ly claim, would be more irkſome 
than all the ſufferings of poverty. 
There is more of love than of reaſon, 
J believe, in this way of thinking, 
and I combat it not only with all the 
rhetorie of words, but by the more 
* eloquence of tears; and en- 

E 2 deavour 
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and diſtreſs from affection to me, 
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deavour to prevail on him to ſpare 
me ſo cruel an affliction. But I ſuſ- 
pect I attack him with arms that make 
againſt myſelf, for by the knowlege 
he has thus gained of my regard, he 
ſeems only more ſtrengthened in his 
reſolution of hazarding all extremities, 
rather than act in direct oppoſition to 
both his honour and his love. 


I blame myſelf for the ſerious ſtile 

J have aſſumed, to one who I know 
will feel but too tenderly for me; and 
who has, alas! too much to feel for 
herſelf, You, perhaps, may deſerve 
a little puniſhment from me, but it 
is ungenerous to inflict it on the un- 
happy, though you very ſublimely 
deny yourſelf to be among that num- 
ber; and if religion, good ſenſe, and 
a vigorous, though mild, exertion of 
reaſon, can prevent one ſo ſituated 
from being unhappy, I am perſuaded 
you 
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you are not; but I ought not to in- 
creaſe the difficulty of your taſk, by 
imparting any ſorrows of mine; and1 
flatter myſelf you ſhall not ſoon find 
me again in the plaintive ſtrain: you 
once told me, you believed I ſhould 
« jeſt if my heart were breaking,” that 
was rating indeed, my powers rather 
too high; but I can at leaſt ſuppreſs 
uneaſineſs; and ſpeak in light terms 
on ſubjects that make my heart heavy. 
So can you too, my ſweet friend, 
when you talk fo ludicrouſly of put- 
ting me into one of your landſcapes, 
in the very action of performing that 
tremendous leap : — I hope, ſince you 
are ſo inclined to decorate your pic- 
tures with figures, you will place 
yourſelf as a love-lorn damſel, ſing- 
ing doleful ditties to her harp, in 
fome of your moſt embowered ſcenes. 
Had any one in your ſituation, beſide 
yourſelf, learnt on that inſtrument, I 

| E 3 ſhould: 
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ſhould have ſuppoſed it was to indulge 
in ſome of the ſongs whoſe tunes ſo 
well ſuit the harp, as a laſs that was 
laden with care, the bonny broom, 
farewell to Lochaber, &c. but accord- 
ing to your plan, I dare ſay you 
would ſooner ſing old Sir Simon the 
king, Hoſier's ghoſt, or the King and 
the Abbot of Canterbury, than any of 
thoſe tender ditties. I find that 
wherever you are, you muſt learn 
whatever is tobe learnt, or you could 
never plague yourſelf with ſtudying 
the Welch language. Such ſounds 
never iſſued before through fo pretty, 
a mouth; for if we may judge by 
the modern Welch, the ancient Britons. 
were not beautiful. As the family you. 
deſcribe ſeem to have no room for 
perſonal vanity, it is well they have 
got ſo lucky a ſupplement on which. 
they- pique themſelves. The moſt 


honourable teſtimony that ever was 
| borne 
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borne to any race, that all the 
were brave, and all the daughters 
« virtuous,” ſhould make people fear 
a long genealogy, as ſuch praiſe 
could not well be deſerved through a 
very long deſcent. People who take 
great pride in a long pedigree, appear 
to me fearful of being in the caſe of 
Prince Prettyman, having no father at 
all- We laugh when 'Squite Slender 
ſays, Yes, ſweet Mrs. Ann, 1 had a 
facher,” yet where is the difference be- 
tween him and theſe boaſters of their 
genealogies? They only ſay I had a 
grandfather, a great grandfather, and 
ſo on, an aſſertion as ſelf- evident, and 
conſequently as unneceſſary as 'Squire 
Slendor's. As we do not believe in 
Prometheus's creation, we muſt allow 
all equally ſpring from Adam and from 
Eve ; as Prior ſays. 
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Can Bourbon or Naſſau go higher? 


A man whoſe anceſtors have diſtin- 
guiſhed themſelves by their virtues, 
may indeed have ſome right to be proud 
of them, if he takes care to give his 
poſterity as good a title to be vain of 
him; if not, they are his ſevereſt accu- 
ſers, and every noble action of theirs 
reproaches him for his degeneracy, 


But T forgot that you are, poſſibly, 
all this time very much out of patience, 
„What,“ you will fay, have I to do 
-«« with pedigrees, anceſtors, poſterity, 
„ &c. who am intereſted deeply in one 
* preſent exiſting lover; and think as 
little of thoſe of the paſt, as of the 
next century.“ Bluſh at your injuſ- 
tice; as it is your firſt fault of the 
kind, perhaps you may: Old offenders 
only have callous conſciences, and un- 
changeable complexions. I indulged 
myſelf in writing the former part of my 

letter 


FILIAL DUTY. 87 


letter three days ago, and ſeeing no- 
other chance of getting ſo full intelli- 
gence, concerning what is, moſt mate-- 
rial to you as | wiſhed, I obtained leave 
to make your: mamma-a viſit, and ſtay. 
one night with her. I returned home 

yeſterday; but did not bring with me 
ſuch full. information as I deſirec F- 
found your mamma as well as ſhe can 


be in her dear girl's. abſence ; your 


your father is ſomewhat chagrined; and 


Miſe Sophia, in a temper compoſed of 
an equal quantity of pouts and vapours. 


In-ſhort, Mr. Leonard, at length find- 


ing that no knowledge of the place of 
your preſent. abode was to be obtain- 

ed, and that you were literally ſtolen 
from him, after expreſſing ſome te- 
ſentment at the cruelty of this treat- 
ment, took his leave of them, with an 
intimation that he ſhould not return 
while you were abſent. Having no 
deſire to conceal his ſentiments any 


E. 5 | longer 
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longer from Miſs Sophia, he made his 
declaration in her preſence, and there- 
by opened her eyes to a truth, which 
vanity. had. till then prevented her 
from, diſcovering; and it would till. 
have blinded her to the ſtrongeſt teſti · 
mony, that had not been. borne by 
himſelf, So fevere a mortification ſeems. 
to have ruffled her temper, in her o.]n 
phraſe, immenſely, and ſhe reſents as. 
much her father's endeavours to mar- 
ry her to a man, whoſe affections he 
knew were engaged. by another, as 
ne does Mr. Leonard's indifference. 
She expreſſes a moſt: ſovereign con- 
tempt of the latter, ** whoſe want of 
taſte and judgment,“ ſhe ſays, © ren-. 
« rendered. him entirely unworthy of 
her, and that her father muſt be 
« ſtrangely. infatuated to prefer him to 
the many greater matches that muſt: 
A neceffarily offer; to which, perſon, 
out of the queſtion, het fortune and: 
: allances 
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* alliances would entitle her, nor will 
<« ſhe ever forgive: ſhe adds, her 
« having been offered to that ſtu- 
pid, filly fellow. Had her father 
been determined to marry her to a 
« relation, he might at leaſt haye 
« ſought one in her mother's. family, 
6c an alliance which would have done 
« him more honour, and have been 
more ſuitable to her; but ſhe ſhall 
* no longer truſt to his choice, but 
« make her own- election.“ N 


They have heard nothing ſince of | 
your coulin 3 they only know he is 
not returned home, a letter having; 
come to- him- from Sir Joſeph. I 
fancy, in imitation of ſome prince Fa- 
ruhknas, he is ſet out in ſearch of his 
fairy princeſs; I wiſh. the God of love 
would guide him to your retreat, but 
1 fear there is not the leaſt chance of 
fo lucky an adventure; even Cupid: 
mult recover his fight before he could. 

E 6 find 
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find you. No human Being I think 
could effect it, without your good 
uncle would. kindly give him a clue; 
and the good man, I ſuppoſe, would 
ſooner teach him the road to heaven ; 
nor be prevailed on by Mr. Leonard, 
even were he prophanely to tell him, 
that his heaven is in your preſtnce.. 
I'wiſh T may be able to learn before 
my next letter (and ſurely the long 
period of a month may furniſk much. 
intelligence) what is become of your 
wandering knight; I ſhall omit no 
means of obtaining this knowledge; 
but, if his adventures ſhould not prove 
very notabie, fame may, not employ 
her trumpet to convey them to my 
ears. However, ſhould I hear of any 
great atchievements effected by ſome 
knight in jet black armour, on a milk 
white palfrey, I ſhall certainly give 
bim the honour of them. Perhaps 
he may be encountered by his own 
father 
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father on the ſame errand, for Mrs. 


Leonard ſhewed me a letter from him, 
wherein he expreſſed-himfelf concern- 


ing you in-a ſtile worthy of Orondates 


himſelf. He is ſurprized at not hav- 


ing yet heard of the celebration of: 


your nuptials with Lord Wilton, ſap- 
poſing it ſo impoſſible for a young 
woman to reſiſt a title, that he has no 
doubt of your having accepted him; 


and he waits, he ſays, for that event 


with as dreadful ſenſations as he ſhould 
Poor Sir 
Joſeph ! Is there any harm in hoping 
one event is not fo. far off as the 
other? He ſtands much in the way 
of your happineſs; yet I will not with 
to hurry him untimely out of it ; 
but I would have dame Nature take 
her uſual courſe, and not preſerve him 
as. one of the wondrous inſtances of 
longevity, from which ſo many old peo- 
1 gather encouraging expectations, 

while. 
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while thoſe poor inſtances had, probt- 
bly, little reaſon to rejoice in their ſin- 
gularity : at leaſt they have never ap- 
peared to me leſs enviable than ſince my 
deareſt Emilia was removed ſo far from 
me, and ſo few opportunities allow- 
ed me of indulging myſelf in the only 
pleaſure that could render her abſence 
ſupportable. Were we to be always 
thus ſeparated, my life would appear 
mort by reflection, for I reckon my 
time by months; hours and minutes 
have no place in my account, as our 
monthly intercourſe of letters are the 
only periods my heart finds worthy: 
of notice. What a long blank I muſt 
now paſs through before I hear again 
from my beloved friend, or have an 
opportunity of aſſuring her how ten- 
derly and ſincerely I am ever her 

July 2, Moſt affectionate and faithful 

e. | CHanTOrTE ARLINGTON. 
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LETT £8  xxVit- 
Miſs -EMrtia LEONARD, to Miss 
enen ARLINGTON. 

it] Þ ” 
” beſt bees friend may be aſ- 
ſured, that I very ſincerely par- 
en all her vexations. Though. 
ſufficient cauſe for melancholy has. 
fallen to my own ſhare, yet I find my: 
heart has ſuch an abundant portion: 
of ſenfibility, that it can tenderly grieve 
for my dear Charlotte; perhaps my 
fenſations are even ſtronger in this 
particular, for the depreſſion of my 
ſpirits, as it renders me more ſuſcep- 
tible of every melancholy impre ſſion. 
Lou will begin to triumph, and ſay, 
are you then unhappy after all your. 
your boalted' reſignation, reaſon, and 
' philoſophy 7 No, my ſweet couſin, Þ 
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am not. It is impatience, it is ſtub- 
bornneſs, that makes us wretched, 
My ſpirits are low, and my heart'is 
fad, but with a gentle ſorrow, ſuch 
as admits, „les ſombres plaifrs d'un 
„ cœur melancholique,“ I chace from 
my mind all hope of a change in 
my ſituation, that 1 may, with the 
leſs ſtruggleß ſubmit to it, and 
ſave myſelf. thoſe anxious moments 
which expectation of more-happy days 
muſt neceſſarily occaſion. The tur- 
bulent ſenſations that attend a ſtate 
of anziety, are, of all others, the 
molt painful; deſpair is accompanied 
by a kind of melancholy peace: un- 
agitated. by alternate hope and fear, 
the heart is quiet; it's ſtate is thete- 
fore ſupportable, for it's greateſt ſub- 
ferings ariſe from contending, paſſions. 
The compoſure of ſpirits that I have 
procured by a perfect ſubmiſſion to my 
| ate, " then well preſerve me from 
unhappineſs, 
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- unhappineſs, as I have none of thoſe 


dreadful misfortunes th lament which 
are the greateſt calamities that human 
nature is liable to, yet eſcaped by few, 


if any, who live long in this world. 


It is true I am ſeparated from all [ 
love ; in all the bloom and ſpring of 
youth torn from every thing that could 
give pleafure to youthful ſpirics z but 
have I not the joy of knowing that 
my friends, though diſtant, are welt? 
that Þ ſtill retain a ſhare in their affec- 
tions 7 that they enjoy the ſocial plea- 
ſures from which I an ſecluded ; and, 
I hope, are happy, though their kind 
remembrance of me may occaſion them 
fome painful moments? How much 


more dreadful a ſeparation might death 


have made ! Theſe are conſolatory re- 
collections, they preſerve me from be- 
ing miſerable. 


You, 
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Lou, my dear Charlotte, are in that 
turbulent ſtate of anxiety, which TI 
think the moſt pitiable. Your fate is 
undecided. The principal obje& of 
your hope, one may ſuppoſe, is your 
lover's conſtancy ; but is it not more 
probable, that ſhould occaſion his ruin, 
than your gratification? 1 have an 
high opinion of Mr. Arlington; but, 
is there a father in the world, who will 
think conſtancy and honour ſufficient 
fortune for his daughter's huſband:? 
Vet of what more will Mr. Edmond- 
bury be poſſeſſed, if he exaſperates his 
obſtinate, ungenerous father? If you 
think you. ſhall be happier. without: Mr. 
Edmondbury, than if married to him 
with any uncertainty on your mind, as 
to his real paſſion for youz and if you 
are entirely inſenſible to any uneaſineſs 
he may ſuffer, I will allow you have 
no reaſon to wiſh you had not been ſo 
ſuperlatively delicate on the ſubject; 

but 
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but can you. be ſo well ſatisfied with | 
your conduct, when you conſider that 
either his fortune muſt be ruined by 


diſobedience to his father, or his peace 


deſtroyed, by marrying a woman,. for 
whom he feels only indifference, 
while you poſſeſs. his heart? I grant, 
however, that you are in good. meaſure 
juſtified by the little probability of ſuch 
a change in your affairs as this event 
has occaſtoned; and your delicacy 
could not at firſt be cenſured; but 
you carried it on too far; it was eaſy 
to be ſeen, that his ſentiments were 
ſufficiently tender to content a reaſona- 
ble wife; but you had aſſumed ar part 

you knew not how to relinquiſi with a 
good grace; and wiſhed to be more 
ſure of his affections, till you have 
brought yourſelf into the danger of re- 
ceiving pain, rather than gratification, 
from that certainty. I am very uneaſy 


about the event of this affair, and to 
think. 
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think that J muſt remain in total ig. 


norance for a whole month is into— 
lerable. | 


Though, I believe, F ought in reaſon 
to be glad Mr. Leonard is removed 
from Miſs Sophia's allurements, and 
my father's influence; yet I find myſelf 
very differently affected, becauſe, I 
thereby loſe the ſatisfaction of hearing 
of him, To know he is well, is all that 
ean ballance the evils I ſuffer. on his 
account; and without ſuch intelli- e 
gence, I fear, it will be difficult to I 
preſerve to my mind that tranquility ll 
which, as I have already ſaid, can a- u 
lone render my melancholy ſituation FI . 
ſupportable. I flatter myfelf his friends g 
will not long remain in this dreadful I h. 
ignorance about him; and, that all my I g 

_ fortitude may not fail me, ſhall. keep 1 
up a dependance on hearing of him in 1 ,, 


your 
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jour next letter; an expectation moſt 
neceſſary for my peace. 


Your ſuppoſition as to my choice of 
n WW ſongs to accompany the harp, is not 
xd W much amiſs; you are right in thoſe 
d you. imagine I ſhall reject, for ſuch 
lf WI plaintive tunes are by no means in my 

I W plan; if Ihave not yet played Old Sir 
Simon, or King John and the Abbot of 
Canterbury, it is becauſe I cannot get 
the notes, though I ſhould ſcarcely have 
li- ¶ endeavoured it, if you had not made 
to ¶ honourable mention of them. I have 
ſeveral very pretty Welch ſongs; but 
the truth is, the inſtrument is ſo well 
adapted to ſoft muſic, that it is impoſ- 
fible to keep quite clear of the tender : 
however, to avoid it as much as poſſi- 
1) Il ible, I practiſe ſo many marches, that 
I ſhall be ſuſpected of ſighing for à ſon 
of Mars. You will be convinced it is 
ur an eaſy inſtrument, when I tell you 

4 that 
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that I am perfect miſtreſs of it, and 
play with more execution than my ma- 
ſer, but he ſays I want ſtrength, for 1 
do not make the ftrings ſound; he 
thinks good part of the merit of the 
performance conſiſts in' that jingling, 
which I endeavour to avoid, and in 
playing as loud as poſſible. 


Iou may ridicule my learning the 
Welch language, as much as you 
pleaſe, but, beſide the benefit of em- 
ployment, I have found great comfort 
in it. I have acquired ſufficient know- 
ledge to underſtand the common peo- 
ple; and thus qualified, I viſit? the 
cottages, enquire into their wants, and 
have the pleaſure of ſupplying them; 
for though luxury has not impoveriſhed 
the inhabitants of this land of virtuous 
ſimplicity, yet poverty is to be found 
among them, and ſickneſs will creep 
in, though temperance and induſtry 

| ſeem 
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ſeem. to forbid it's entrance; As I am 
allowed an unbounded liberty, in re- 
gard to expence, I hope to make ſe- 
veral feel the benefit of my baniſh- 
ment: If it can produce happineſs to 
others, I ſhall leſs regret the interrup- 
tion my own receives. Do not you 
imagine, that unfortunate lovers will 
be the favourite objects of my bounty? 
I certainly feel a tender ſympathy for 
them. I ſuſpect my good - natured 
Peggy is one of that number, but as I 
do not chuſe to liſten to the ſoothing 
ſoftneſs of ſuch tales, I ſhall endeavour 
to gain the knowledge from any one 
rather than from herſelf; for if I give 
her liberty to ſpeak on the ſubject, and 
the impediments to the completion of 
her wiſhes prove ſuch as I can not re- 
move, 1t may be difficult, without mor- 
tifying her, to prevent her indulging 
herſelf frequently, by talking on the 
ame topic. I may miſtake the occa- 
ſion 
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fion of an air of melancholy I diſcover 
in her, for we are apt to ſuppoſe the 
ſorrows of others proceed from the 


ſame cauſe as our own; as king Lear 
- aſks, — Have his children e 
him to this?“ 


It is cruel not to give what relief I 
can to the compaſſion I know you feel 
for the dullneſs of my ſituation , 1 
ought therefore to inform you, that 
lovers may be found even in the moſt 
ſavage deſarts ; I have not only gained 
one here, but one almoſt as big as all 
I ever had before put together. The 
ſight of his clenched fiſt, the moſt na- 
tural token of his reſentment, would 
diſperſe a whole troop of modern 
beaux; the good man Hector was no- 
thing to him in figure. When he ap- 
proaches me, I fancy my ſenſations 
much reſemble thoſe of a poor tremb- 
ling dove, going to be ſeized by the 

| ſharp 
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But this, my conqueſt merits a more 
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ſharp pouncets of a ravenous Hawk. 


circumſtantial derail, that it may * 
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days after J wrote my laſt letter, I dined 
by invitation at Shem- Hall, the ſeat of 
the illuſtrious ap Rees. After paſſing 
through a very narrow avenue, of very 
ſhabby trees, I entered 'a houſe, which, 
by it's air, I ſhould ſuppoſe the chief 
priſon in Wales; and, indeed, no where 
could confinement wear a more melan- 
choly aſpect. The walls look black 
and ruinous, from the natural ravages 
of time; and are in ſeveral places prop- 
ped up with buttreſſes, which now 
want ſupport themſelves. The win- 

dows are caſements of about two feet. 
in length, little more than one in 
breadth ; and as of theſe the iron bars, 
and the lead, wherein the ſmall panes 
Vor. II. F are 
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are ſet, make theigreateſt part, ſo lit. 
cle light enters, that through the whole 
houſe reigns a kind of * darkneſs vi- 
„le.“ The hall is hung round with 
mildewed armour, ruſty ſwords and 
ſpears, and broken guns, all fixed to 
a Wainſcot, ſo. rotten from age and 
want af air, that what once ſerved for 
the defence of the bodies of the great 
ap Rees, now threaten deſtruction to 
their deſcendants; and while they point- 
ed out. to me the moſt conſiderable of 
their progenitors, through a long pedi- 
gree, the leaſt evil I feared was having 
my head broken by a pendant helmet ; 
Fortunate enough, if I eſcaped being 
cruſhed, by ſome more ponderous 
piece of armour. Mrs. ap Rees in- 
formed me, to which of the family 
each of theſe ornaments belonged ;. not 
a breaſt-plate but ſhe appropriated to 
ir's right oyrner, and related the ſeyera 
occaſions on which they had been uſed; 
* | while 


* 
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while my attention was chiefly engaged 
in an endeavour to keep as much as 


poſſible in the middle of the hall, hav- 
ing no inclination to rival Tarpeia, in 
her fate; eſpecially, as mine would 
have leſs ſuited a female taſte, for, ex 
cept ruſt and mould can adorn, the ar- 
mour with which I ſhould have been 
oppreſſed, has no ornament to excite 
deſire or admiration, The reſt of the 
rooms in this chateau are ſmall, low, 
and dark, and ſo damp, that were 1 
not bleſſed with an excellent conſtitu- 
tion, I might have ſuffered ſeverely 
from my viſit. In a ſhort time it may 
poſſibly in ſome reſpects be improved, 
by * letting in new light, through chinks 
that time has made,“ for the wainſ- 
cot being in good meaſure mouldered 
away, and conſiderable breaches made 
in*the walls, the air and light will ſoen 
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I imagine Mr. ap Rees would repair 
the moſt ruinous part of the ſtructure, 
were it poſſible to knock in a nail witk- 
out endangering the whole fabrick. 
The furniture ſeems in exiſtence co- 
_ eval with the walls. There is not 2 
table or chair that does not limp from 
Jome defeftive leg, except a few that 
are made for the uſe of the ponderous 
part of the family, the work, I ſuppoſe, 
of a neighbouring carpenter; and in 
ſtrength almoſt fit to ſupport the world 
but it was obſerved, that I was light 
enough to ſit ſafely on one of the beſt 
chairs; and ſo well had experience in- 
Lructed them in the due proportion of 
weight, between the perſon to be ſeat- 
ed, and the ſtrength of the ſeat, that l 
dared not even take a little Kitten, 
that played about the room, into my 
lap, leſt, as © the laſt feather breaks 
4 the camel's back,” . puſs ſhould bring 
me and chair to the ground; no tri- 
. flirg 
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fing fall, conſidering the W to 
which I was exalted. { 


To the honour of the female part of 
the family, I muſt obſerve, they have 
left evident proof, -that they were great 
workers; though now it would require 
ſtill more induſtry and application to 
darn their perfor mances than it did to 
compleat them, for they are only hints 
of ap- Rream good bouſewifry; on 
every chair remains ſome ſcrap of Iriſh 
ſtitch ; the curtains of almoſt every'bed 
are more ſtrongly held together by the 
running pattern in which they have 
been worked, than by the threads of 
the dimities they are made of, theſe 
having in moſt places given way, and 
reminding one of the propriety of the 


good houſewife's phraſe of wear and 


tear. Another family virtue, howe- 

„ appears in this well-wrought fur- 
ivr for ſurely. cleanlineſs deſerves 
| K 3 to 
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to bo ranked among tho virtues, they 
have been ſo often waſhed, and with 
ſuch vigorous application, that no 
made of colour remains, the flowers, 
leaves, birds, ſquirrels, and all the cu- 
rious compoſition, is of one dingy: hue, 
Mrs. ap Rees. ſhewed me which was 
the work of her great-grandmother's 
great great grandmother, Maud ap 
Shenkin, great great grand-daughter, 
by the mother's ſide, of Glendower 
Cadwallader, prince of Wales; and 
then proceeded: with the ſame exactneſs 
of detail, through the reſt of the furni- 
ture; while Miſſes, with conſcious dig- 
nity of birth, endeavoured, though in 
vain, to ſtretch their ſnort necks out of 
their ſhoulders.: but the xoung eſquire, 
more ſucceſsfully ſhewed. his ſelf · ſatiſ- 
faction, by grinning in my face; and, 
whenever the Relation mentioned per- 

mitted it, cried a Prince Miſs! our 
great, great, great, uncle's great, great, 
| great. 
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great-grandfather, or at other times, 
_ Miſs, GE nnn a 

After this laborious ſurvey, Mr. ap 
Rees, endeavouting to ſweeten his pee- 
viſh countenance as much as poſſible, 
ſaid I muſt ſee their garden: I was 
conducted thĩither aecordingly ;- and- 
had opportunity of admiring how wide 
is the extent of bad taſte, for even 
here; here I thought nature had fixed 
her reign, pleaſed with having found a 
retirement where no incroachments were 
made on her power, I found forreſters- 
with: their. withered guns, in yeugh, 
ſwans in box; and foxes in holly; this 
L was told was the work of Sir Llewel- 
len ap Rees, who had ſerved im the ar- 
mies of King William; and from that 


this curious art. I was pleaſed to thinł 
his works will not long ſurvive" hin; 
for the 2. ds 49 

| F 4 dead, 
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dead, little more than the beak of the 
ſwan, and the tail of the fox lremain- 
ing green; yet I was called upon to ad- 
mire the exact reſemblance. they bear 
to the originals they are deſigned to 
imitate. In this garden, far unlike the 
bliſsful bowers of Armida, did the heir 
to this delectable manſion, the de- 
ſeendant from ſo many princes, attempt 
to hiſper ſome ſoft tlüngs in my ear, 
while his lady mother, and lovely fif- 
yeugh - forreſter's gun, which an un- 
lueky guſt of wind had broken; but, 
© his breath, more rude than Boreas, 
% when, he bluſters, can never aſſume 
the voice of love; he brought Poly- 
pheme ſo much to my thoughts, that, 
inſenſibly, I began hamming, (the 
+ flocks. ſhall leave their mountains,” 
& c. and, on tecolle tion, hluſhed, at 
making fo uncivil. a return to the offer 
of ſo valuables heart. 

0 1 When 
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bited all their poſſeſſions, their curio- 
ſicy began to operate, and they endea- 
voured to diſcover the occaſion of m 
coming hither, which might very juſtly 
puzzle them. Mrs. ap Rees ſaid, when 
ſhe firſt heard a young ſtranger was 
come into their neighbourhood, - ſhe 
imagined her health had required goats 
milk, as many came into Wales for 
that purpaſe, though ſhe had not 
known any before come into their part 
of the country for it, as they could be 
ſupplied ſo much nearer England, but 
ſince ſhe had feen me ſhe could not 
ſuppoſe health was my inducement,” as 
] appeared to be in no want of it; to 
be ſure, added ſhe, you are very thin, 
very much waſted indeed, (do not ima- 
gine, my Charlotte, that I really am 
ſo, the good lady only judged on com- 
pariſon with herſelf and family) but 
your complexion ſhews no ſigns 6f 
F 5 ficknefs. 
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ſickneſs, La]! Mamma,“ ſays: the 
miſs of forty years, with the look a» 
% kance of enyy, how: can you think 
« ſo:! Miſs's is quite a ſet colour, ſick 
people often have it; no body that 
was well could. have their ſkin ſo 
* whitez. it.1s-for. all the world like a 
*-corpſe.” *I with then,” interrupted 
the young eſquire, “all women were 
* ſick; à corpſe, truly! the. ſexton's 
would be a pretty, office; if dead bo- 
* dies looked like her, he would ſel. 
„ dom fail peeping into the coffins 
concluding this ingenious ſpeech with a. 
laugh that ſhook the air, as if to. bear 
the loudeſt teſtimony he could to his 
owa wit. As I knew. not how to ac- 
count for my being in their neighbours 


. hood, in a manner ſatisfactory to them, 


and was afraid of their entertaining 
ſome opinion very injurious to my char 
racer, 1 was really much diſtreſſed by 
their inquiries; I did not chuſe ta tell 

| a lye, 
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2 lye, and as little could I declare the 
truth ; and found no way ſo likely to- 
ſence them as the philoſopher's, Who 
being told by an impertinent, that he 
wanted to know what he carried under 


his cloak, replied, I carry: it there 


a becauſe. you ſhould not know it.“ 1 
therefore told them frankly, that I did: 
not not. chuſe to relate all the reaſons of 
my coming hither, but if. it would give 
them any ſatis faction to know, that F 
had been-adviſed by my relations to fin 
in that retirement till ſome family dif- 
ferences were ſettled, I would ſo far 
explain myſelf. This was by no means 


ſufficient to anſwer the demands of 


their curioſity, but perceiving I would 
not reſolve their plain queſtions, . they 
endeavoured- to entrap - me, by ſuppo- 
fing all the cauſes: they could afſign for 
fo puzzling an. affair, but love was at 
the bottom of all their ſuppoſitions ; 
ſometimes they pitied me for diſtreſſes 

F 6 they 
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they imagined; /at others applauded a 
conduct they kindly attributed to me ; 


and, as I went very early to their houſe, 
both in comphance with their defire, 
and'to avoid walking in the heat of the 
day, which was rendered extreme by 
a ſcorching ſun, and the ſultry cloſe- 
neſs of the air, ſo uſual in the dog- 
days, which were then not paſſed, I 
ſhould have been terri ibly tormented, 
| had not more company come i in; and 
among them a gentleman, who ſo en. 
tirely engroſſed my attention, that I 
took no more notice of the reſt, than 
their honeſt open hearted civility, and 
curious examination of my perfon, 
rendered unavoidable. This gentle- 
man ] ſhall bring you better acquainted 
with ; and I think I perceive a certain 
arch ſimper of ſuſpicion on your eoun- 
tenance, hinting that Mr. Leonard's 
intereſt in my affections may probably 
de on the decline. I fhall not deny it, 
| but 
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but give you leave to judge; yet, at 
firſt ſetting out, your muſcles will con · 
tract, and you will m yourſelf * 
n, | | 


Mr. Lewis, for ſo is he named, is 
about ſixty-five years of age, his hair, 
which he wears pretty long, as white 
as ſnow, his complexion clear and 
kealthful, his countenance ſpirited, yet 
the very picture of benevolence and 
ſweetnefs; an air of dignity in his per- 
fon, and the politeneſs of his manners 
ſhew he has not paſſed his life on theſe 
mountains. His appearance, fo amia- 
bly venerable, ſtruck me on his firſt 
entrance; with no ſmall pleaſure I re- 
ceived the compliments. he ummed3- 
ately paid me, and, when he faid he 
ſhould have waited on me had he not 
thought ſo old a neighbour would ra- 
ther add to the dullneſs of. the country, 
I aſſured bim I ſhould take a viſit from 

him 
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him as an honour, and was perſuaded 
it would give me more pleaſure than 
I could any other way receive, though 
I was by no means inſenſible to the 
charms of that country. Not cere- 
mony,, but truth dictated my anſwer; 
loſt to all my friends, it is not to be 
imagined. the ſatisfaction I felt in the 
ſight of one whoſe. countenance ſpoke 
him the friend of human Kind. no 
longer enjoying the ſweet partialities 
which uſed to conſtitute my happineſs, 
1 ſeized with joy the proſpe& of ſhar- 
ing with the reſt of my ſpecies, the Be- 
nevolent affections of one worthy, be- 
ing; and that Mr. Lewis was ſo, F 


wanted no other teſtimony to convince 
me than his countenance, 


In ſome few perſons virtue is ry 
ſtrongly delineated as to leave no room 
for doubt, both the heart and. the rea- 


fon ſubmit inſtantly to the irreſiſtible 
evidence. 
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evidence. Such is Mr. Lewis; and 
for the remainder. of the day we con- 
verſed chiefly together; the free heart 
ed, but coarſe and noiſy jollity wherein 
the reſt of the company paſſed it, re · 
quiring little aſſiſtance. from us; and I. 
returned home- much better pleaſed. 
with.my viſit than I had. expected. 


Fn the afternoon of the next day, av 
I was reading Pere Daniel's hiſtory oß 
France, in an arbour I have cut in a 


clump of hawthorn and maple buſhes, 


of which the former. is the outſide, and 
the maple, as it were, the lining, with 
pen, ink, and paper, an half finiſhed 
drawing, and Davila's hiſtory of the 
civil wars of France, on a table before 
me, againſt. which. my harp: alſo was 


'reſted, for, having paſſed the whole 


day there, I had, as uſual, collected alb 
my materials for amuſement, with 
which 1 diverſify, my. hours, that I may 
„ not 


mrs THE TEST OF 


hor, by purſuing any one employment 
to a degree of wearineſs, be prevented 


returning to ĩt with equal ſpirit and ſa- 
tisfaction; as I was in this ſituation, 
my honeſt landlady conducted Mr. 
Lewis to me, who politely told me, 
e he could not prevail on himſelf to 
delay taking advantage of the li- 
« berty I had obligingly given him, 
«of paying his reſpects to me.“ Af- 
ter what I have faid you will believe I 
received him with pleaſure; he admi- 
red my little bower, which is orna - 
mented with pans of flowers, as I was 
not here to plant time enough, for 
them to be natives of that ſpot; he 
then beſtowed a lutle flattery upon me 
for finding ſuch various means of en- 
kvening my ſolitude. He ' contrived 
to turn the converſation in ſuch a man- 
ner, as gave him opportunity without 


unpertinence, to aſk what my books. 


were, and ſaid many things on the 
ſubjects 
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lubjotts rhey ſaggeſted; thut both amuſ- 
ed and inſtructed me. The drawing 
did not eſcape either his obſervation or 
his praiſe; and, as he imagined the 
harp was not uſeleſs, he degged me to 
ter: him hear me on an inſtrument, 
which he apprehended muſt be very 
new to me. I complied, and? ſang 2 
Welch ſong to ir, with which his fond- 
neſs for muſic made him pleaſed, but 
he was: ſurpriſed to find i underſtooc 
tkat language. In ſhore, had he been 
1 younger man, I ſhould have thought 
myſelf playing over the” part of the 
young lady in the Engliſnman at 
Faris, and trying all my powers to at. 
tract; but though had no ſuch view; 
and was drawn into the exhibition, ra- 
ther by 'complaiſance than inelinatien, 
yet it Was not without effect, for he 
ſeemed delighted with me; and I hope 
I may be allowed to acknowledge it 
. incurring the imputation of 

. vanity; 
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vanity, as very moderate qualifications 
might naturally charm a man, who has 
not. for ſome years ſeen a woman whoſe 
mind has received the leaſt cultivation. 
01 S111 NN wt en bn 25m qu. 
Ae would bot ſuffes me wo eall for 
tea. ot coffee, ſaying, be yery ſeldom 
drank either ; and. though. they were 
of uſe in filling up the tiene paſſed in 
inſtpid company, yet he ſhould! un- 
willingly; coaſent to ſuffer: them to in- 
terrupt converſation that gave him. ſo 
much pleaſure. You will obſerve, 
that L hungred extremely after a. litie | 
flattery, ſince it made ſuch an im- 
preſſion, that I think it worth repeat · 
ing 4 but my true reaſon for relating 
this circumſtance is to; account for my | 
maid's ignorance of Mr. Lewis's- be- | 
ing with me, which. gecaſioned my be- 
ing a good deal diſconcerted; for be- 
fore he had finiſhed his viſit, ſhe 
came with, a bundle in her arms, fol- 
| 7 lowed. 
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lowed by a. group of ſweet children 
whom [I had ordered to call that even- 
ing, and before ſhe ſaw my gueſt, 
began to tell me, in her native lane 
guage, that the children were come, 
and ſhe had brought. the things, to 
fave me the trouble of returning into 
the houſe. I endeavoured, by a fign,. 
to ſilence her; and to make her con- 
duct back her little company; but ſhe 
bad ſaid enough to be underſtood by 
Mr. Lewis, who perceived my inten- 
tion more quickly than ſhe did, an 

intreated me to forgat he was preſent, 
and not diſappoint the expectation that 
appeared in the faces of the poor babes, 
There was no uſe in refuſing to- com- 
ply, ſo I called. them to me, and gave 
to each the proper cloathing L had 
prepared; which did not come too 
ſoon; for, though it would be ſpeak- 
ing largely to ſay they were naked, 
they certainly were far from being co- 
| vered. 
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vered. The rapture 8 
received the gift evinced that vanity is 
univerſal, for they had never known the 
comforts of convenient cloathing. Mr. 
Lewis now ſecmed to forget the accom 
pliſkments he had been admiring; for 
the pencil of Raphael, or the voice of a 
Farinelli, oould not give him ſo much 


pleafure as the moſt trifling action that 


ſeems to betolcen any benevolence of 
heart; and he expatiated on the ſab- 
Ft In x manner that n mine. 
50 ot n8d1_ 142 | 
He remineit mirh ' me Lil the de- 
elining ' light "reminded him it was 
time to return” home; and ſince that 
viſit he has ſeldom failed paſſing ſome 
hours every day with me, except the 
weather proves too rainy to ſuffer him 
to walk hither. At firſt; I believe, 
mere benevolence induced him to be- 
ſtow his converſation upon me, ſee- 
ing * great pleaſure I took in it, 
the 
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the deſue 1 had to improve by his 
knowledge both in men and books, 
and of increaſing my own virtue by 
the ſtudy of his; but humanity ſeems 
now converted into a kind of pater - 
nal affection, he is tenderly intereſted 
in eyery thing chat concerns me, and 
I enjoy the ſatisfaction of having ac- 
quired a ſincere, inſtructive, and ami- 
able friend, where I. had no hopes. of 
meeting with any ſuch. bleſſing. Fear - 
ing leſt be ſhould. align my being 
here to ſome cauſe that. might hurt 
me in his eſteem, I have acquainted 
him with the true one, and had the 
pleaſure of hearing my filial obedience 
approved by him; though he thinks 
my father's ſcheme, in ſending me 
here, extremly . | 


Mr, Lewis hes not meg me with 
leſs confidence. than I ſhewed in him; 


I find that the earlieſt part of his life 
Was 
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was paſſed in the army; where he 
found himſelf neglected, and for a 
conſiderable time over-looked, while 
boys, and many of them the moſt pro- 
fligate, were favoured and preferred, 
On his father's death he was elected 
to ferve in parliament; but, as he 
there followed only the dictates of his 
conſcience, a total ſtop was put to 
his riſing in the army. He found no- 
thing but treachery in his political 
connexions, and folly and diſſipation 
in his more general acquaintance. In 
mort, at length wearied with diſap- 
pointments, and impoveriſhed by un- 
avoidable misfortunes, at the age of 
fifty he retired to his family ſeat in this 
neighbourhood ; and though of a taſte 
and underſtanding too refined to be 
perfectly ſatisfied with the ſociety he 
found here, yet the (exertion of his 
benevolence, and a very good library, 
4 4 A which 
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which he purchaſed while he lived in 


the world, together with an excellent 
mare of health, have made his days 
paſs away very happily, pleaſing in 
the enjoyment, and very delightful in 
retroſpection. My fituation you will 


perceive is greatly improved by my 


intercourſe «yrth ſuch a man; but time 


has, with this bleſſing, brought an 
evil to temper it. 'Young Mr. ap Rees 
torments me abominably with his 
addteſſes; a gentle, ſiching beau may 
tieze one a little, but it is only like 
the buzzing of a fly, diſagreeable, but 
no way tremendous; not ſo the court- 
ſhip of this coarſe, boiſterous lover: 
he is angry at my g gectlch of his ſuit; 
and I am ſomerimes afraid he will beat 
me; yet this is the leaft alarming of 
his emotions, if a ſmile efcapes me, 
which his abſurdity ſometimes Tenders 
unavoidable, he wil catch hold of 
ay hand with füch a gripe, that T ex- 


pect 


10 THE TEST, OF 


pect to ſee. every finger broken; for 1 
verily believe be could ſnap my bones 
as eaſily as in my childiſh days, I have 
the merry thought, of a chicken, 
His gallantry robuſt, terrifies me, 
and prevents my going to any diſtance 
from the houſe, without my maid, 
who thinks this cannibal ſo honour- 
able a conqueſt, chat; the admires my 
good fortune. I. could not bave bet- 
er diſpoſed myſelf to put an end to 
this bulky epiſtle, than by employing 


my pen on this ſubject; it is there- 


fore a lucky one for you, who may 
very reaſonably be tired before you 
have read thus far; but let the ſength 
of time ſince I wrote laſt, and my great 
 kiſure, plead in excuſe for the ſize of a 

letter, in writing which I have found 
my greateſt pleaſure, as it beats ſome 
reſemblance, though a poor one, ſince 
I am the only ſpeaker, ſo converſing 
wich my beloved friend., my deareſt 


2 | Charlotte, 


j 
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Charlotte; whoſe I ever am with the 


ten eee 
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y Bl Mils Crantorre Arve ror to Miſs 
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g bees deareſt Emily, 1 n: 17 


1 


0 cannot imagine aw much 

you have lightened my heart by 
the account you ſent me of your new 
acquiſition, Surely, the beſt this world 
I affords is a friend; in ſome of my giddy 
a 
3 noments, I might perhaps have ſaid a 
lover; but, i in my preſent ſtate of gra- 


4 vity, I can make no compariſon be- 
g {Veen them ; for loye i is too apt to im- 
t bitter thoſe hours which it fallaciouſly 


Vo, II. G promiſed 


122: THE TEST OE 
promiſed to make dance * away, with 
« down upon their fret. At this very 
inſtant I feel ſome abominable twinges 
at my heart, that will not ſuffer me to 
allow, that ©* love's very woes de- 
light:“ theſe affirmations were ccr- 
tainly uttered in the infancy of love, 
while it only played round the heart, 
and had not made that deep impreſſion 
which cuts ſharper than the ruffian's 
ſword, though not quite ſo fatally. 
In thoſe early days, our ſighs are 
« hke the yernal air, like April drops 
« our tears ;” but too ſoon ] find that 
ftorms and tempeſts will ariſe to blaſt 
our pleaſures, and overthrow our peace. 
No one then can with better reaſon 
prefer a friend to a lover; and that 
you have obtained ſuch an one, gives 
me the moſt ſincere joy. I have never 
ſuffered my pen to ſay how very ſen- 
my 1 have ſelt the forlornneſs of your 
nnen 
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fituation, as 1 thought it no proper 
ſubject to entertain you with ; 3, but 1 
have greatly feared a ſtate of abſolute | 
ſolitude, when your mind was too ul. 
at eaſe to ſuffer you to be the beft 
company to yourſelf, would produce 
ſuch a depreſſion of ſpirits, as even 
time, and a reſtoration to the world 
might never be ſufficient to conquer. 
The natural goodneſs of your conſti- 
tution could not aſcertain your health, 
eſpecially when in a ſituation, the vex- 
ations of which might poſſibly impair 
it; and to think of you either under 
the dangers, ot lanquors of ſickneſs, 
-with no one fit to attend you in the 


one, or capable of amuſing you in the 
other, has almoſt diſtracted me; but 


chis excellent Mr. Lewis has diſpelled 
theſe apprehenſions, and I already love 
him as my benefactor, and your com- 
forter: how powerful a claim do theſe 
characters give him on my gratitude ! 

Sz * II 
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If you had not raiſed in me ſo high af 
opinion of him, I ſhould fear his heart 
| might be made of the ſame combuſti. 
le, matter with Sir Joſeph's; that 
would be a real misfortune to you; 1 
hope Cupid will play no ſuch fooliſh 
tricks with him; but the urchin, ſome- 
times, loves to ſhew he can ſubdue 
the ſtrong, and turn to folly the viſ- 
dom of the wiſeſt. To loſe the friend 
in the lover, is generally a bad ex- 
changes, but never ſo certainly as when 
the change is made in a heart that has 
beat in the ſame boſom above three- 
ſcore years. 


You will already gueſs that I have 
heard nothing of Mr. Leonard, or he 
would have been my firſt ſubject. He 
is ſtill loſt to others; but I truſt not 
to himſelf ; I ſuppoſe he is buſied in 
his ſearch of you; and when he finds 
it in vain, he will Again appear among 

his 


15 * 
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Kis friends. I wiſh you could ſend 
your Polypheme to ſeek him; your 
deſcription of him frights me: I know 
not which is more terrible, his love 
or his anger, to. be careſſed, or to be 
devoured by ſuch an animal; yet 
when you mention Ulyſſes's compa- 
.nions, I think I tremble moſt at _ 
latter, 


« He ſucks the marrow, and the 
blood he drains,” conveys a very 
:Mmocking'imege 3 it is worſe to be . 
ſerved, n to have both fingers and 
arm broken: you never were a © romp- 
loving miſs, or you would be better 
qualified to keep his gallantry robuſt 
within tolerable bounds, | 


A A fortaight ago 1 was at 
races, which were agreeable to me, 
becauſe I had Mr. Edmondbury for 
my partner, though the affair between 

G 3 us 
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us cuntinues juſt in the ſame ſtate &. 
when I wrote laſt : nor was your ſiſter 
leſs pleaſed with the hand, and tender 
attentions of Sir Andrew Donaldſon, 
a Scotch baronet who came from Lon- 
don to honour our races; to grace 
them I could not ſay; for, begging 
Miſs Sophia's pardon, I never ſaw a 
more diſagreeable man, though by 
many called a fine figure, He is tall, 
and not ill-proportioned, but coarſe 
in his appearance, and rather bold than 
eaſy in his air ; forward, talkarive, an 
conceited. Such as he is, however, 
your ſiſter thought him worth her no- 
tice, and played off her attractions 
with all the arts of ccquettiy; of a 
far different ſort were they from thoſe 
with which you charmed Mr. Lewis, 
but not leſs ſucceſsful; for ſhe ſeemed 
to have made an abſolute conqueſt of 
the baronet; and as the ſhaſts that 
wounded him art tipped with gold, J 
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flatter myſelf his paſſion may product 
fruits, that ſurely muſt reſtore my love - 
ly Emilia to her friends; for ſhould 
Miſs Sophia condeſcend to become 
Lady Donaldſon, there can no longer 
be any cauſe for keeping you in,banilh+ 
ment: but I have heard nothing ſince 
of the baronet; J hope he only waits . 
till his Black box is ſent him from the 
Highlands; and that he will then, 
with his rent roll in his hand, impor- 
tune as warmly as ſhe. ſhall think de- 
corum requires; I do not believe ſhe 
will be over delicate ; ; ſhe i is a reaſonable 
girl on that ſubject, whatever. ts 1s 
a 2 1 5 > 

Though two. e are e elapſed lber 
I wrote the above, yet I ſcarcely know 
how to tell my deareſt friend the occa- 
ſion of my breaking off ſo ahrupily. 
Lou will feel too ſenſibly for me; et 
how can I conceal any thing from the 
progeny my heart! take then the 
G 4 account 
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decount of my preſent ſituationw T 
was ſtopped in the midſt of my pata- 
graph, by a letter from Mr. Edmond- 
bury, which 1 opened with impatience 
and'pleaſure; expecting only to ſee the 
ſame ſentiments traced by his hand, as 
had filled ſo many others that I have 
received lately; but imagine how 
much I was ſhocked when I read the 
1 nes 2D Asi 


Moſt I then 905 adieu to the love- 
by leſt of women! Oh! my ever dear 
i= Miſs Arlington, may you never feel 
* the anguiſh I now endure! ardently 
« as I have longed for the full poſſeſ- 
#* fion of your heart; I would not ob- 
« tain that bleſſing at the cruel price 
of making you an equal fharer in 
« my ſufferings. All my hopes are 
„ blaſted ; that dear hand I once 
* thought would be yielded to me, will 

Ee fear, never be mine; but 1 
2 Shave 
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* have atleaſt the ſatisfaction of not re- 
« ceiving that of another; if I cannot 
be my deareſt Charlotte's (pardon my 
« angel this freedom) Iwill not be the 
« huſband of any other woman. My 
« father, this morning, told me, that 
for the laſt time he put it to my 
choice, whether I would marry Lady 
Mary ——, or relinquiſh all expec- 
« tations of ever being looked up- 
von as his ſon. However diſtreſſing. 
the alternative, I could not heſitate, 
but anſwered, that nothing could: 
« alter my reſolution of never marry- 
ing any woman but Miſs Arlington; 
that T eſteemed Lady Mary's virtues, 
and was grateful” for her partiality 
for me, though it had coſt me fo, 
dear; but it was fo impoſſible for 
« me ever to feel any tenderer ſenti- 
« ments for her, that no conſideration, 
« ſhould force me to enter into a con- 
& nexjon. that would give her a righy, 
| G 5 A to- 
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Atto require them. The tage this ex- 
* eited in my father is beyond deſcrip- 
«ton; but few words will ſuffice to 
4 xzell the reſult of it; he ordered me 
to leave the houſe directly, and never 
„again 20 ſee his face, or in any man- 
ner addreſs him: nor could the moſt 
< ſubmiſſive intreaties obtain any miti- 
& gation of the ſentence. In leſs than 
an hour 1 left my paternal manſion, 
4 but was not able to proceed farther 
than ———, where I now am, but 
s. ſhall purſue my journey to-morrow: 
I would not attempt to ſee the dafl. 
« ing of my heart, becauſe I would 
4 not expoſe myſelf to the danger of 
taking advantage of the genero- 
« ſity of her's. No, my dear Char- 
< Joite,. I will never appear again be» 
4 fore you, except it be in ſuch cir- 
« cumſtances as ſhall allow me to ſol- 
elicit my own happineſs without deſ- 
«- troying, your's. Hope has nat yes 

© abſolutely 


p -8 -.-.- ::., 


& foul, her entirely devoted 
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« abſolately forſaken me; the world 
« is open to me, an honourable death, 
or fortunate events may relieve me 
* from my preſent misfortunes ; the 
«only one I can ſeverely feel, is be- 
ing obliged to relinquiſh. the dear 
* delight of my life, the fight of the 
& Jovelieſt of women, to whom I ſhall 
« ever be, while I am any thing, with 
« all . the tendereſt affections of my 


H. E. 


What a taſk did I ſet myſelf, when 
TI undertook to copy this letter! how 
difficult to my heart, my hand, my 
eyes, which my tears continually blind- 


ed, to go through it! but I could nei- 
ther part with the original, nor think 


of leaving my deareſt friend. but half 
| informed of my preſent ſituation. 


* — 8 
| x F JJ 2 E723 
= 


The 
nh . 
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The condition into which J was re- 
duced by the peruſal of this letter, 
was ſoon related to my mamma, who 
Kindly flew to my aſſiſtance. She and 
my father have, with equal tenderneſs, 
endavoured to comfort me; and J ac- 
cuſe myſelf of ingratitude in not feel- 
ing the benefit of their goodneſs; but 
even parental confolations cannot prove 
effectual in this caſe, Where I have 
every thing to fear, even for the life 
of this excellent young man. His 
words imply a defperate reſolution, and 
my mind is filled with the moſt horrid 
images. How cruelly generous not to 
take leave of me, at leaſt! 1 might 
then have difeovered his intentions, 
and prevailed with him not to expoſe 
| Himſelf to dangers which may involve 
me in eternal regrer, and the bittereſt 
&lf-reproaches, How gladly now would 
I unite his hand to Lady Mary's, to 
ave him from the dittreſſen that may 


await 
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await him! I ſhall never forgive myſelf 
for the part I have acted ; I muſt for 
ever deteſt the word delicacy, with 
which we fo frequently varniſh over 
our fooliſh vanity. You know not, 
my Emilia, how dreadful ſelf. condem- 
nation is; you never will know, be- 
cauſe you will never do any thing that 
can ſubject you to it. I can write no 
more, even to you. Oh, that you, 
my friend, my comforter, were but 
with me ! ſurely then J could bear 
any thing; you could not fail of bring- 
ng peace to the * of, 


Your ever. Fg 


And affectionate 
770. 


| CranLoTTE AnLINGTOR, 


LETTER 
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L E T T E R XXIX. 


Miſs Kulla Leonard to Miſs 
CARLOTTE ARLINGTON. | 


"7 


HE Jookh habit of pouring all 
the effuſions of my heart into 


6 he boſom of my deareſt Charlotte, is 


fo prevalent, that I cannot forbear im- 
parting to her, at leaſt in imagination, 
the ſcenes I have been lately [engaged 
in, though the time is ſtill at ſome 
diſtance when I can ſend away my let- 

ter; and two days yet muſt paſs before 
I can receive the packets with which 
my kind friends gladden the beginning 
of every month. 


Though the ſeaſon of the year 1s 
now too far advanced to. ſuffer me to 
ſpend the whole day abroad ; yet, af- 
ter having taker. a little walk, I was 
fitting in my arbour with Mr. Lewis, 
and ſinging one of his favourite ſongs 

| 10 
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to my harp, when I beheld Mr. Leo- 
nard, with the ſwiftneſs of lightening, 
coming towards us. Surprized out of 
all command over myſelf, I ſtarted up, 
overſer the table, | threw down my 
harp, and immediately the ſudden agt- 
tation of my ſpirits overcoming my 
ſenſes, fell upon this heap of ruins. 
When I revived, which was I believe 
ina very ſhort time, I found myſelf 
ſeated on the bench, ſupported by Mr. 
Leonard, and Mr. Lewis holding a 
bottle of ſalts to my noſe, he always 
carrying ſome in his pocket {to relieve - 
him in a giddineſs in his head, to 
which he is ſubject. I was ſo ſtupi- 
fied with aſtoniſhment, that I made 
no effort to withdraw myſelf from Mr. 
Leonard, only raiſed my head from 
bis breaſt, whereon- it was reclined, to 
look up in his face, and be aſſured it 
was really him. His pale and ſickly 
countenance reſtored me to my ſenſes 

| in 
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in the moſt painful manner, and I 
burſt into tears; Theſe, in a little 
time, relieved me, and F enquired 
what brought him hither. Can my 
« Emilia aſk? ſaid he, what is there 
« in this world that has attractions fot 
* me but herſelf ?* Mr. Lewis would 
have left us, thinking himſelf de trop 


it. I aſſured him that ſo good a friend, 
and one ſo well acquainted with my 
affairs, could be no reſtraint, and 1 
ſhould perhaps have occaſion for his. 
aſſiſtance ; for it immediately occurred 
to me what part I ought to act. You 
will not ſuppoſe that Mr. Leonard 
thanked me for that addition {to our 
party; and for the very ſame reaſon 


that made me chuſe it. I feared, if 


ve were left alone, while my heart 
was overflowing with joy and tender- 
neſs, and my thoughts' all confuſion, 
I _— be drawn into ſome promiſe, 
2 | which 


at ſuch a time, but I would not ſuffer 
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which I could not fulfil without ſwerv- 
ing from my duty to my Parents; the 
preſence of a third perſon-was therefore 
my beſt defence, as it would oblige him 
to moderate the tenderneſs and ardour 
of his perſuaſions, and prevent my 


being too much influenced by his ar- 


guments, and my own affection. It 
would be ſtradge imprudence not to 
endeavour to elude an attack we wiſh 
to reſiſt. I was determined to perſe- 
vere in the courſe I had begun, and 
dreaded. the conflict to which, in all 
probability, that muß "would 
en e 5 aid nnd Hut. 


&rt « T1 


To wand a | fofier if abject, I aſked 
Mr. Leonard how he learnt the place 
of my abode; pardon: me, my deareſt 
friend, if 1 had conceived ſome ſuſ- 
picions linjurious to your honour. in 
in the article of ſecrecy; but thoſe 


be ſoon diſpelled, by informing me, 
los | that, 
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that, after having ſought at the houſe 
of every acquaintance where he thought 
it poſſible 1 ſhould be, he had, by bri- 
bery, gained the wiſhed for informa- 
tion of the only [ſervant belonging to 
my uncle who could give him any 
light into it; not that even he could 
tell him exactly where I was ; but, by 
circumſtances, he gathered I was in 
this county, which he had been tra- 
verſing in ſearch of me near. a fort- 
night, enquiring at every houſe; not 
more at thoſe near the great road, than 
at the moſt retired j for hich purpoſe 
he had bent his courſe through every 
lane he ſaw.“ In ſhort, he ſeems to have 
beaten about for me as courſers do 
for a hare, examining every brake and 
buſh, and at length has ſtarted me. 
He added that, having at laſt found 
me, he would never leave this ſpot 
till I would accompany him.“ 


* 


I told 
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T told him, I was ſure he did not 
« ſufficiently conſider what he faid 
that neither of thoſe things could 
be; I would not affect an indiffe- 
« rence too foreign to my heart; but 
« whatever my ſentiments were, no- 
thing ſhou d ever induce me to 
« violate my duty, or my word to my 
father, by both of which I was 
bound to ſubmit entirely to his will; 
* while he required it, therefore I 
«* ſhould remain in my preſent ſoli- 
« tude, where he (Mr. Leonard) muſt 
* be ſenſible he could not, with pro- 
« priety, continue; and I was per- 
« ſuaded his regard for me was too ge- 
* nerous and fincere, to ſuffer him to 
entertain any ſuch deſign, when he 
« had taken a little time to reflect on 
the conſequences of ſuch a proceed- 
ing. His viſit, however ſhort, muſt 
expoſe me to ſtrong ſuſpicions of 
having infarmed him of my ſitua- 
tion, 
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tion, which it ſeemed ſo impoſlible 
< otherwiſe to find, that although | 
believed my parents had great con- 
* fidence in my honour, and right 
e ſenſe of my duty, yet-a proof ſo 
« ſeemingly ſtrong mult ſtagger their 
< opinion.” 


- A warm conteſt aroſe; I intreated 


him to leave me that evening; he wa iſ 


inflexible, declared he could not live 
under a longer ſeparation from me 
and accuſed me of cruelty, while my 
-heart was bleeding with the wounds [ 
inflicted on it, by the forced reſolu- 
tion I had aſſumed. - He 'begged, he 
knelt, he wept, till I could anſwer him 
only with my tears; and even Mr, 
Lewis ſhed ſome in friendly ſympathy, 
J, in my turn, became the petitioner; 
on my knees I intreated to be ſpared 
this cruel conflict, I told him, © that by 
thus diſtreſſing me, he might break 
my 
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« my heart, but could never bring 
® me to change my reſolution, ſince 
n- if I did, I could no longer deſerve 
ht I his love. What dependance could 
ſo a man have on the fidelity of a wife 
ir N who had violated her faith to her fa- 
« ther, and failed in her firſt duties?“ 


le 


ed In this diſtracted ſtate we continued 
as Nibove two hours; each begging, and 
ve neither granting; every ſentence in- 
terrupted by our tears, till Mr. Lewis, 


unable to ſupport the ſcene, and de- 
irous to calm the tumult of our 


minds, ' interpoſed. He defired we 
would hear a propoſal he had to make, 
im ſand ſuſpend our conteſt for the pre- 
Ar. Ment, as we were not then in a ſituation 
hy. J determine properly on any thing. 
er; He ſaid, © he greatly admired my 
red N conduct, but thought me rather too 
by ſevere ; evidently not leſs ſo to my- 
ak “ ſelf than to mv lover, who he deſired 
my might 
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« might paſs that night at his houſe 
c and he did not doubt but reflexion 
< would determir.e him to comply with 
* what I ſo properly required: but 
that I muſt give him leave to pak 
< the next day in that neighbourhood; 
« after which he hoped he would be 
« calm enough to obey me with lels 
e concern, than juſt in the joyful mo- 
ment of having found me after fo 
long an abſence.” | 


Mr. Leonard thanked the good old 
man for this reſpite ; and I conſented, 
on condition that he would endet avoui 
to reconcile his gueſt to the neceſſary 
ſeparation, and that in his company 
I would fee Mr. Leonard the next day, 
| but not otherwiſe, as I thought the 
preſence of a much reſpected friend 
was the beſt ſupport againſt the weak. 
neſſes of one's own heart; and without 


it I feared it would be more difficult 
| | to 
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to adhere to a reſolution, which, if 
broken, would render me miſerable 
from ſelf.reproach, and, at the ſame 
time, make me unworthy of all com- 
QO3 £51103 ant 15+ | 
This condition was granted, and 
Mr. Lewis offered, if we would avoid 
the ſubject that had ſo long engaged 
us, to delay his return home longer 
than uſual, and borrow light of the 
moon to conduct his gueſt ſafe, that 
we might ſpend a little longer time to- 
gether. Accordingly, we went into 
the houſe, ' as the fun was down, and 


they ſat wich me till near ten o'clock. 


Nothing more was ſaid relative to our 
late contention, ' and the converſation 
took a more pleaſing turn. How de- 


Kghrfut were thoſe few hours! but 


how dangetous to my "reſolution! Was 
it prudent in Mr. Lewis to force me 


rhüs into that ſweet, that enchanting 


converſation 


3 
„ 
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converſation, which duty required 1 
fhold ſo ſoon relinquiſh ? Every in- 
dulgence of that kind muſt; make the 
taſk more difficult; for each hour ſpent 
with Mr. Leonard, adds to the eſteem 
he has inſpired ; — at ſuch a time too, 
when abſence, and diſtreſs had, if poſſi- 
ble, increaſed his tenderneſs; and an 
air of ſickneſs and melancholy rendered 
it ſtill more touching; but age and wiſ- 
dom prevented Mr. Lewis from ſeeing 
this danger in it's OR, colours. 


The gentlemen left me to my reſt; 
but, alas ! I could no where. find it. 
IJ even forgot that the time of night 
called me to bed. I ſat ſome hours 
indulging in the delightful recollec- 
tion of every word Mr, Leonard had 
uttered, and the ſtill more enchanting 
things, his eyes had ſpoken, my heart 
ſeemed poſſeſſed of every joy this world 


could afford it, and to have nothing 
more 
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more to wiſh, till, as it were, ſickening 


at it's exceſs of happineſs, it began to 


fink ; and reflexion on the facrifice 


I muſt the next day make to duty in- 
truding, every pleaſing thought va- 


niſhed, and deſpair took full poſſeſſion. 


This cruel tranfition coſt me floods of 
tears, and it was four o'clock in the 
morning before I was ſufficiently com- 
poſed, to hope my bed could afford 
me any felief ; but I had not been 
long in it, when nature, worn out by 
the violent and various agitations my 


mind had undergone, gave way to 


ſleep; and at ſeven I awoke with 
calmer ſpirits, and ſtronger. reaſon. It 
was ſtill ſtrengthened by the beſt means 
of procuring reſolution and fortitude 
ſufficient to prefer duty to inclination 
and my mind was toletably prepared 
to perform the taſk of that day, by 
the time the gentlemen arrived, which 


Vor. II. H Was 
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was. not long after eight o'clock, as 
they intended breakfaſting with me. 
The colour my cheeks had loſt. by the 
violent ſtate my mind had been in for 
ſo many hours, was ſoon reſtored to 
them by the notice my friends took of 
the alteration. in my complexion, for 
the cauſe being too evident, I was ex- 
tremely diſconcerted at. giving ſuch a 
proof of my weakneſs ; but J believe 
it was of ſervice to me, for Mr. Leo- 
nard, tenderly anxious for my health, 
promiſed no more to diſtreſs me, but 
to ſubmit implicitly, and, if poſſible, 
vuVithout repining, to whatever 1 d 
command.” ner ne 21 


9 POW breakfaſt was over, to which 
Mr. Lewis only did due honour, ob- 


. ſerving in us both a good deal of con- 


fuſion, Mr. Leonard fearing what I 
would ſay, and I diſtreſſed: to know 
| how 
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how to begin, Mr. Lewis deſired we 


would permit one to ſpeak, whoſe rea- 
ſon was leſs diſturbed. Your ſmile, 
« Mr. Leonard, and your bluſhes, 
« Madam, continued the worthy man, 
« ſpeak your aſſent, Believe me, the 
« impatience of youthful lovers is the 


principal cauſe of the affliction I ſee 


« you in. Diſagreeable impediments 
« obſtruct your immediate marriage; 
but do either of you think fo lightly 
Hof the other's conſtancy, as to fear 
* a little delay? or are you fo given 
up to, paſſion, that your reaſon 
cannot be heard, when it tells you 
e that time can ſcarcely fail of remov- 
„ing all the difficulties which now 
« diftraft you? You, my fair friend, 
I know can well exculpate yourſelf 
from every imputation that can 
reflect diſhonour on the ſublimeſt 
and pureſt of human minds; you 

| H 2 neither 
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neither diſtruſt your lover, nor are a 
„ ſlave to love, being under the equi- 
* table government of duty; but your 
«ſenſibilities are too ſtrong, and your 
heart too tender; you ſacrifice love 
< to duty, but your fears conquer your 
<« reaſon. Before this gentleman's ap- 
«© pearance here, your mind ſeemed in 
6 fo calm a ſtate, that I would not at- 
„ tempt to leſſen the deſpair to which 
«it was owing, as I thought I might 
only raiſe an unhappy tumult in 
« your breaſt, by introducing hope. 
* If Mr. Leonard is the ſlave of his 
e paſſion for you, which I muſt con- 
„ confeſs ſeems to play the tyrant 
* over his mind, the object makes 
« his excuſe; all the world muſt al- 
low you are formed to turn every 
„head that is not covered with grey 
* hairs. But, my dear friends, con- 
« {jder, that if you can but bring your- 
21 ſelves 
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« ſelves to wait patiently, the courſe 


of a few years muſt remove every 


e obſtruftion. Love, at Sir Joſeph's 
« age, is a kind of falſe fire, which 
cannot burn long: what turn can it 
« take ſo reaſonably as the deſire of 
« acquiring the moſt amiable daughter 
ein her who was never fit to be his 
« wife? Were this change to take 
« place, which is highly probable, if 
not precluded by an event no leſs 
{© natural, and even to be expected at 
« Sir Joſeph's age, your father, Miſs 
Leonard, would not refuſe you to 
„the man whom he ſo ineſſfectually 
« defires for your ſiſter, when good 
« part of his motive for deing ſo will 
ebe anſweted by your union with Mr. 
« Leonard ; the eſtate will ſtill be in 
the family; he will acquire for a fon 
„the man he ſo highly eſtes and 
complete the happineſs of a much- 

| H ; ( loved 
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loved daughter. You yourſelf ima- 
« gine he might have been brought to 
“e this, had not Sir Joſeph's ill-timed 
* paſſion, by depriving him of all 
hope of uniting the families in this 
* manner, ſtrengthened his reſolution 
* of endeavouring to do it by Miſs So- 
% phia's means. I read in your eyes, 
« Sir, that you think I ſpeak like an 
old man, when 1 make ſo light of 
< the requilite delay.” | 


« I believe you may, Sir,” replied 
Mr. Leonard, I ſhould: not deſerve 
* my Emilia, if I thought that delay 
4 a ſmall evil; but yet I am not fo un- 
« reaſoanble as to expect a bleſſing juſt 

- * at the time I would chuſe it. One 
* ſo ineſtimable would amply repay 
all the pains of expectation, and 1 

« amd wait * patriarchal. perſe- 
- 1 11 verance, 
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« yerance, if not with patience, for 
« that is more than I can promiſe, if 1 
* might in the mean time, ſee arid 
« converſe with her ; but condemned 
* to a cruel ſeparation, I may not live 
te till the change you ſo ſanguinely 
e expect time will make; and who 


*« can inſure to me the life of my 
1 in 25 


Mr. Lewis found no great difficulty 
in anſwering theſe objections, and was 


ſo ſucceſsful in his arguments, that he 


at length brought us to ſee, and to 
acknowledge, that our | ſituation was 


not ſo lamentable as we imagined; 
he filled us with hopes of better days, 
and diſpoſed us to patient /acquief- 
cence in our preſent mottifications. He 
declared, he! could on that ſubject, 
turn prophet; he was certain, two per- 


*© ſons, ſo well formed for each other, 
5 H 4 6 muſt 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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«* muſt be united, and, old as he was, 
* hoped he ſhould live to ſee the uni- 
„on of the lovelieſt pair that were 
* ever joined in hymen's bands.” You 
have perceived before that the good 
old man can flatter ; and how pleaſing 
is it made by his manner! It is his 
heart flatters, his tongue is only obe- 
dient to it's dictates; he ſays more 
than one deſerves, but no more than 


ke thinks. 


His diſcoutſe operated like enchant- 
ment, all utter of ſpirits ſubſided, all 
complaints ceaſed, we were almoſt 
ready to congratulate each other on 
the happy change in our affairs, ſo 
ſtrong an alteration was made in their 
appearance by .the different light in 
which he repreſented them. In ſhort, 
we pleaſed fo well my venerable friend, 


22 he ſaid, as we were grown a 
; 4 little 


„„ ˙ 8 
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« little reaſonable, he did not ſre why 
« we ſhould deny ourſelves the plea- 
« ſure of each other's company a day 
« or two longer; and he thought Mr. 
« Leonard's long and tedious ſearch 
<« for me, deſerved ſuch a reward.” 
Perceiving a very joyful aſſent in our 
countenances, he told me, © that as 
«© my lover was now come too well to 
his ſenſes to put my duty to fo. ſe- 
e vere a taſk, as the evening before, 
he would make a viſit he had pro- 
© miſed to a neighbour, and return 
time enough to conduct his gueſt 
home; only requiring, as the condi- 
* tion to which we owed his complai- 
« ſance in leaving us, that if either 
« hinted at the approaching day of ſe- 
« paration, the pains attending the 
« delay of happineſs, or any thing of 
4 of that melancholy kind, the other 
« ſhould immediately enjoin ſilence on 

; | H 5 „ the 
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the ſubje, and turn the converſa- 
„ tion.“ This he required us both to 
promiſe; and I had occafion, during 
the remainder of that day, to call Mr: 
Leonard to order ſeveral times on that 
topic; he very ſubmiſſively obeyed, in 
conſideration of his promiſe given. 


It was not quite eleven in the morn- 
ing, when Mr. Lewis left us, and he 
did not return till near nine at night. 
We baniſhed every melancholy idea; 
even the thought of how ſhort.a time 
our preſent happineſs was to continue; 
our ſpirits were all harmony ; joy was 
fo new a gueſt in both our boſoms, that 
it was cheriſhed with a double wel- 
come. We had never converſed with 
ſo little reſtraint; it was to no pur- 
poſe for me to endeavour to conceat 
the return my heart makes to his ten- 
der attachment, circumſtances have too 
. : plainly 
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plainly diſcovered it; nor had I reaſon 
to wiſh it unknown to a man, whole 


reſpect for me is even ſuperior to his 


paſſion, or rather whoſe paſſion is ſo 
delicate, that if I ceaſed to appear re- 
ſpectable, I ſhould no longer, to him, 
appear lovely. Joy ſeemed to have 
exalted us above mortality; and the 
neceſſary ſupport of frail mortals 
would have been forgot, had not my 
maid been more herſelf than her miſ- 


treſs was, and provided us dinner with- 


out orders. But paying little atten- 
tion to time, having conducted Mr. 
Leonard to my uſual walks and arbors, 
to which I wiſhed to give by his pre- 
ſence the greateſt charm they could re- 
ceive, we did not return into the houſe 
till above two hours after dinner was 
ready; and fo little occaſion had we 
for it, that I could ſcarcely believe 
the truth of the common aſſertion, that 
one cannot live upon love. 


H 6. The 
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The next day was equally delight. 
ful, Mr. Lewis did not come te us till 
late in the evening, not even accompa- 
nying Mr. Leonard, who was with me 
by ſeven o'clock, and found me ready 
dreſſed to receive him; though my 
toilette had engaged more of my at- 
tention than on any day ſince I came 
to this place, Mr. Lewis very chari- 
tably went to the Chateau des ap-Rees, 
to prevent Caliban- from intruding on 
my happy hours; which, as he had not 
viſited me of the two preceding days, 
we had great reaſon to apprehend, 
We ſeemed to have paſſed but a ſhort 
time together, whey Mr. Lewis's en- 
trance made us recolle& that our day 
was drawing towards a cloſe ; a painful 
recollection, as it had been agreed that 
Mr. Leonard ſhould depart on the next; 
and, indeed, I had felt fome apprehen- 
fions that I was not acting as I ought, 
in indulging myſelf in a pleaſure which. 

| the 
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| the will of my parents bad denied to 

| me. In Mr. Leonard's coming I was 
no way to blame, but for ſuffering 
bim to ſtay I could not ſo well juſ- 
tify myſelf, A little gloom began to 
overſpread our countenances when the 
clock ſtruck nine, which Mr. Lewis 
perceiving, obſerved, that if Mr. Leo- 
nard ſet out from my houſe the next 
day, at eleven o'clock, he would reach 
road, before it was dark, This bore 
the joyful ſound of a reprieve to the 
condemned, and we parted, if not 
with the ſame content of mind as the 
day before, yet with tolerable cafe and 


compoſure, 


Mr. Leonard aſked me, before he 
departed, © at what hour he might 
come the next morning ?” I told 
him, „ his heart ſhould be: his di- 

| « rector,” 


N 
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« rector.” This, you will ſay, was 
calling on him for an early viſit, and 
he was not unmindful of the call. 
At the firſt dawning of the day I 
aroſe, and, on opening my fhutter, 
ſaw Mr. Leonard walking before the 
| houſe, watching the windows; I hur- 
ried on my things as faſt as poſſible, 
and let him in ; no lefs impatient to 
fee him, than to give him ſhelter a- 
gainſt the weather; the ſun- ſnine we 
had enjoyed for ſome days having 
given place to a very hard rain; in 
defiance of which he had left the roof 
of his hofpitable hoſt above an hour 
before day-break ; though with fo 
little hope of my receiving him di- 
rectly, that he was all joy and gra- 
titude for my - riſing fo early. You 
will believe that the pleaſure and pain 
I felt at this proof of his impatience 
to ſee me were both exquiſite; and 

| that, 
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that, had 1 gueſſed he was fo near, 
J ſhould have raiſed the family long 
before the firſt ray of light called 
them from their beds. 


We met not in the ſame ſpirits as 
the day before, but our dejection was 
not without it's pleaſure. We flat- 
tered each other with the hopes of 
not being long ſeparated. He de- 
clared * he would open his whole 
« heart to my father; tell him he 
„ could never entertain a thought of 
any other woman but myſelf; and 
& that if he would recall me to his houſe, 
he would ſubmit te any reſtraint he 
« ſhould command; and wait with pati- 
te ence till he could, with my father's 
10 W * his addreſſes to 
« me.” ; | 


At twelve o*clock Mr. Lewis came, 
having ned an earlier hour than he 
thought 
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thought neceſſary, in hopes of find- 
ing us more willing to part, for hav- 
ing expected to be ſooner torn aſun- 
der; but he did not find his good- na- 
tured intention anſwered; and though 
he exerted all the powers of the kind- 
eſt friendſhip, we acquitted ourſelves 
but ill, and felt the ſeparation almoſt 
as dreadful as if we had been ſure it 
was to be eternal. The good man 
was much diſtreſſed ; he knew not 
to which he ought to give his care; 
Mr. Leonard ſeemed moſt to want it, 
but 1 have the ſtrongeſt intereſt in 
him; however, at length, partiality 
gave way to humanity, and he de- 
termined to go. part of the way with 
my couſin, and endeavour to calm 
his mind; promiſing to call on me 
in his return. 


I ſhall not attempt to deſeribe 
wy ſenſations when they left me; it 
15 
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is beyond my power; and I am too 
much aſhamed of my weakneſs to 
endeavour it, Happily the rain had 
ceaſed, and the weather was grown 
tolerably fine. In the evening Mr. 
Lewis came, and found me extreme- 
ly dejected; for the hopes I had con- 
celved while Mr. Leonard's preſence 
cheared my heart, now appeared too 
weakly founded to adminiſter conſo- 
lation. All within me was grief and 
deſpondency ; but my venerable friend 
awakened more pleaſing thoughts; he 
again encouraged me to hope, and 
bore ſo flattering a teſtimony to Mr. 
Leonard's tender attachment to me, 
as could not fail of reviving my ſpirits, 
though I had no doubts on that ſub- 
ject before; but what we much wiſh 
cannot be too frequently confirmed, 
I felt no ſmall ſatisfaction in finding 


he had in the few hours they paſſed 
together, 
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together, which were ſtolen from the 
night's due reſt at their return home 
from me, gained ſo much of Mr. 
| Lewis's eſteem, who joins in the gene- 
ral opinion of his being the moſt agree. 
able man'he ever knew, and no leſs ad- 
mirable in principles than in manner, 
perſon and converſation, My ſpirits are 
not yet ſufficiently compoſed to allow 
me to return to uſual amuſements; 
ſo entirely has this ſhort interview de- 


ranged my thoughts, and deſtroyed 
the ' calmneſs of mind, I had with fo 


much care acquired and preſerved; but 
I hope ſoon to be reſtored to my reaſon, 
for 1 am both mortified and aſhamed 
of my weakneſs: and to be more at 
liberty to drive from my mind once 
more the intruder on my peace, I choſe 
to relate to you all that had Paſſed, 
before my thoughts could dwell on any 
other «have comp that they might not be 
N recalled 
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recalled to it after I had begun to re- 
cover a due command over them. For 
the ſame reaſon I ſhall now write to my 
mamma an account of the viſitor I have 
had, I would- by no means fail of ac- 
quainting her with it, as my ſilence 
might lead her to ſuſpect that he 
gained from me the knowledge of my 


abode. Therefore I ſhall here break 


off this letter, and hope, that before 
I am obliged to fend it away, I ſhall be 
able to reſume the pen with a more 
tranquil mind. Adieu, then, for this 
day, ny deareſt Charlotte. 


Nothing could ſo effeQually have 
turned my thoughts from myſelf as my 
deareſt friend's letter; but how little 
to the benefit of my peace! My ſpi- 
rits were grown compoſed, and my 
Books again gave me content, when, 
on —_— my long wiſhed for 

packets 
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packets from my friends, your's robbed 
me of my newly acquired tranquillity. 
My heart is wounded by your diſtreſs, 
and I am a prey to an anxiety which 
I ſhall not eaſily conquer, as I cannot 
blame myſelf for it. I have. nothing 
to urge againſt the ſenſibilities of 
friendſhip, they are founded on reaſon, 
on juſtice, on virtue; by what means 
then can I ſubdue the painful ſenſations 
you have awakened in my breaſt ? It 
is impoſſible : I ſhall remain diſtreſſed 
till I again hear from my beſt beloved 
Charlotte. I much admire Mr. Ed- 
monbury's generous reſolution ! furely 
he deſerves to be treated with equal 
generoſity, Happineſs is as likely to 
be found in a moderate fortune as in a 
great one. Tour's alone is ſufficient 
tor thoſe who O11 


« Mean to live the life of maſon 3 
And that's the only life to live.” 
| & Mean 
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Ler Sir Edward do what he pleaſes 
with an eſtate, you would not want. 
But why ſhould I ſay this to my Char- 
lotte, who I am perſuaded thinks on 
this ſubject as I do; and if poſſeſſed 
of the means of purchaſing every ra- 
tional enjoyment; would never ſigh 
for the expenſive pleaſures of ſhew 
and diſfipatton.; but whatever her opi- 


nion, - muſt conform her actions to her 
father's, and rather ſeem ungenerous 


than be undutiful. Let this, my be- 
loved friend, be your fixed reſolution, 
and then however diſtreſſed, you can- 
not be miſerable; the ſenſe of having 
done your duty will be a conſolation 
under every affliction; and may ſuch 
conſolation ever attend my dear Char- 
lotte, and her ſympathizing and ten- 
der friend, 


— Emilia LEONARD. 


LETTER 
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UE OTTER XXX. 


Miſs CHARLOTTE ARLINGTON to Miſs 
EuiLIA LEONARD. 


N how different a ſtate of mind do If 
begin this letter, from that where- I 1{ 
in I concluded my laſt to my deareſt i£W 
Emily! Surely, no one was ever ſo f 
bleſt in her parents as I am ! But let 
me ſuppreſs the joyful exultations of 
my heart while I give my beloved 
friend a circumſtantial detail of the 
cauſe I have for them. In my laſt, I 
told you that my papa and mamma 
treated me with the tendereſt compaſ- 
ſion ; their ſenſibility daily increaſed 
by the ſight of my continued affliction. 
Had Mr. Edmondbury deſerted. me 
from levity or mercenary motives ; 
nay, had he fallen an untimely ſacri- 
N fice 
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fice to the common lot of mortality, 
and been a victim to that king of ter- 
rors, Death, I am perſuaded I could 
have patiently reſigned myſclf to the 
will of him, by whoſe I hope 1 ſhall 
always regulate my own; I could 
have borne the loſs of one of :whoſe 
ſociety I had neyer had any long en- 
joyment, and however painful my ſen- 
ſations at the time, ſhould not have 


ſuffered myſelf to believe that my 


happineſs depended on the life of a 
man, whom, till within theſe eight 
months, I never ſaw ; but the conſi- 
deration of the evils I had brought up- 
on him, the tormenting reproaches of 
my own conſcience were inſupportable; 
ſleep had flown from my pillow ; nor 
could the chearful ſun revive me; and, 
in a week's time, I became ſo pale and 
thin, as greatly alarmed my kind pa- 
rents; and their apprehenſions were 

ſtill 


168 THE TEST OF 


{till increaſed by ſome viſitors, who, on 
their firſt arrival, did not know me; fo 
much was I altered. Touched by my 
ſituation, and finding all attempts to 
confole me were unfucceſsful, my fa. 
ther, with the greateſt tenderneſs, aſked 
me, if I was ſo ſtrongly attached to 
« Mr. Edmondbury, as to prefer him 
tc without fortune to the much more 
ce advantageous matches I might ex- 
e pect; for, that as his fole wiſh was 
* to make me happy, be would be 
« directed by my inclination in a point 
« ſo very material to me.” You may 
believe, my dear Emilia, that my 
heart overflowed with gratitude at 66 


generous a proof of my father's affec- 
tion; and you cannot be at à loſs in 
ſuppoſing my anſwer, fince, if 1 had 
had. courage, 1 ſhould have intreated 
Tor leave to give that preference which 
was now allowed me; but I had not 
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flattered myſelf that there was any 


chance of obtaining ſo defireable a 


permiſſion. The joy and gratitude 
with which I received this{token of my 
father's love charmed him; and the 
next day he ſet out for London in or- 
der to find Mr. Edmondbury. 


My father enquired at the houſes of 
all Mr. Edmondbury's friends, but 
could obtain no intelligence; for he 
had avoided them all, as he ſays, to 
ſpare himſelf the trouble of reſiſting 
the perſuaſives they might offer againſt 
his fixed intentions; but, in a few 
days, by a. fortunate application to 
one of his tradeſmen, my father was 
informed where he : lodged, and got 
there but two hours before he was to 
have ſet out on a voyage tb India, 
he deſigned. trying to mend his for- 
tune, by enliſting among the Engliſh 
Yor. II. [ troops. 
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troops. He was very much ſurpriſed 
at the ſight of his viſitor, who ſoon 
removed the dejection from his brow, 
by telling him the purpoſe of his 
coming. | | 


Mr. Edmondbury could ſcarcely be- 
lieve what he was told, nor inſtantly 
determine whether he ought to accept 
it; generoſity and inclination were at 
war within him; but my kind father 
found means of reconciling them, a 
little, I confeſs, to the detriment of 
decorum on his daughter's fide, too 
faithfully deſcribing, — what ſhall I 
fay ? I will not name it her weakneſs, 
that would be an affront to the object, 
— her ſenſibility then; ſenſibility is a 
pretty, delicate word, that the niceſt 
female ear will endure, and even a 
prude condeſcend to uſe. By repre- 
ſenting that my. happineſs depended 

on 
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on the ſucceſs of the ſtep my father 


had taken, Mr. Edmonddury's gene- 
roſity was brought over to the fide of 
inclination. The baggage was re- 
manded, the captain ſatisfied for the 
loſs of his paſſenger, and the two wor- 
thieſt men in the world returned to this 
houſe together. r 


I need not tell you that they met 
with no very cold. reception from my 
mamma and myſelf, though I felt 
ome conſtraint, from a conſciouſneſs 
of what had occaſioned my lover's re- 
turn; and the heightened colour in 
my cheeks was not meerly the effect 
f joy. My behaviour was aukward 
nough, which my good father ſeeing, 
d always a friend to the cold bath, 
ought he could no way ſo well re- 
zulate his conduct as by the method 
led on ſuch occaſions z and that, by 

I 2 ſouſing 
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ſouſing me at once over head. and ears 
in confuſion, he ſhould render every 
thing after eaſy, ſaid, there ſhe is, 
« Sir, take her; I brought you hi- 
6 ther, to ſave the life of my child; 
ce had I been ſure ſhe would have lived 
ce till you had returned with your 
« ſhare of a Nabob, I might, per- 
„ haps, have left you to purſue your 
« fortune, though, to ſay truth, Iam 
&« not. fond of wealth ſo acquired; an 
<< empty pocket, and an unftained 
« ſword, are to me more agreeable :” 
and, taking my mamma by the hand, 
left Mr. Edmondbury and me to- 

gether. i 
I ſhall not attempt to relate what 
paſſed in a tete a tete, very agreeable, 
certainly, to thoſe that compoſed it, 
but ill calculated for a recital. The 
converſation of lovers 19 generally n 
| diculou 
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diculous in the eyes of rational people, 
and bears repetition worſe than a jeſt; 
cold and ſober reaſon cenſures rapture 
as extravagance, and tenderneſs as 
folly ; and chough I know my Emilia 
is not unintereſted. in any thing that 
materially concerns her friend, yet the 
ſenſations of friendſhip have not enough 
of fire in them, to warm the heart into 


thar proper temperature, requiſite to 


render it at uniſon with the delirium of 
lovers; and, without it were ſo, ſhe 
muſt ſmile at their abſurdity, or pity 
their madneſs ; 31 ſhall therefore be ſi- 
lent on all that has paſſed ſince our 
meeting; nor were I otherwiſe, could 
I make you comprehend our happi- 
neſs ; I could only give you words; 


the ſpirit would - evaporate. It may 
ſoon become leſs volatile; for next 


week we ſhall bear a different relation 


to each other than that of lovers, cer- 


I 3 tainly 
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tainly in name, and obſervation has 


taught one ſo much to fear the pofii- 


dility of the difference being more 


than nominal, that I ſhould unwillingly 


undergo the change, were it not agreed 
between us, that as ſoon as we have a 
due ſanction for travelling, together, 


we will make you a viſit, and manage 
it in foch à manner, as not to occaſion 
any premature diſcovery. Do not at- 
tempt to diffaade me from putting 
this defign' in execution, as all you 
can ſay will be to no Purpoſe ; no ar- 
gutnents you can urge, nor any dif- 
couragements the time of year may 
produce, can poſſibly prevent it. Mr. 
Edmondbury complains as much of 


my writing, as if the man did not 
know he will ſoon have too much of 


my company; but I muſt humour 


him ; I dare not offend one who will, 


in a few als have the power of re- 


venging 
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venging himſelf. It would be ir- 
dicious to delay my complaiſance, till 
it would be a meer duty; he now re- 
ceives any proof of it as a favor; I oh- 
lige him, and, at, the ſame time, en- 
Joy the dignity of an obliger, and per- 
haps an equal pleaſure with the ob- 
liged ; therefore, my deareſt Emily, 
adieu, till the receipt of your letter 
gives me other ſuhjects 3 i in two days 


be „1 vel 


I cannot keep, n my, — at's not 


reſuming my pen till I hear, from you, 
though I am in the anxious expecta- 
tion of that pleaſure every hour; for 
when the day arrives, the eagerneſs of 
my expectation is too great to be ex- 
preſſed by any other word than anxiety. 
The reaſon of being in ſuch haſte to 
break ſilence, is ſome news that has 
juſt reached me. Mr. Leonard, I am 
14 told, 
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told, at his return home from an ex- 
curſion he had made, 1 ſuppoſe in 
ſearch of his fair Dulcinea, found his 
father juſt put to bed in a high fever, 
His hfe was thought in preat danger 
for feveral days; but at length bis 


ſon's tender and unwearied attendance 


_ 'feemed rewarded, by ſeeing all the 
fſymptoms of recovery; but the diſ- 
eaſe appears to have received only a 
temporary abatement, and not to be 
removed ; for two days ago he relapfed, 
and was judged to be in a more dan- 
gerous ſtate than ever. The fame 
communicative perſon, who you may 
perceive is welt informed of the Leo- 
nard affairs, told me, that about a 
week ago, your father diſcovered a 


ſecret correſpondenee between your 


ſiſter and the Scotch Baronet I formerly 
mentioned to you, and that it had oc- 

caſioned no ſmall fracas; your father 
| | ſtormed, 


: ſtormed, Mrs. Leonard wept, and Miſs 
1 Sophia pouted ; beyond that, his in- 
; telligence did not reach, and the effects 

of the diſcovery he might have omĩt- 
r ted ; they are characteriſtic, and with- 
; out any extraordinary ſagacity, I could 
e have known them. I pity Mrs. Leo- 
e nard extremely; I had rather be the 
keeper of all the wild beaſts in the 
Tower, than of one run-away girl; 
eff eyer I am condemned to be the 
„watch and ward of any creature, I pray 
it may not be of my own ſpecies. I 
e have no compaſſion for Miſs Sophia; 
0 one error of that kind might have been 
1 forgiven her, in conſideration of the 
1 too great | indulgence with which ſhe 
a has been bred up; but the continu- 
r i ance of ſo ſhameleſs and diſobedient a 
conduct is unpardonable. The man 
muſt be very bold, or very meroenary, 
r who will venture to take her. 11 


2 
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I am afraid my excellent Emilia oil 
not forgive me, when I ſhall tell her, 
that! melancholy as 'fhe may {think the 
two events I have related, I cannot 
feel duely ſorry for them; a fecret hope 
whiſpering to my heart, that they may 
ꝓut an end to my ſweet friend's baniſni- 
ment, reſtore her to me, and what will 
give me ſtill more joy, facilitate her 
union with the only man that can de- 
ſerve her. Can ſuch a thought ſuffer 
a painful ſenſation to enter my breaſt? 
Impoſſible! Sir Joſeph may pay 
a debt, not untimely, to nature; 
Miſs Sophia may rum herſelf, and 
diſgrace her fex, as well, or better, 
at this time than. at any other; for 
one day or other fhe - wilt certainly do 
it; but how can. I grieve ? Do not 
chide me. Is it not our duty te bring 
good out of evil? Believe me, I would 
not with-holdonehealingdraught'from 
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poor Sir Joſeph, nor hire Miſs Sophia 
a chaiſe for her flight; but if the ſpitit 
of the one, and the body of the other, 
will take wing, may I not anticipate 
the good conſequences in pleaſing. re- 

flexion ? May I not but what may 

I or what can I now do, but open 

the dear letter? How does this joyous 

moment repay me for the Pains of te- 
Gious expectation! 


„Though mountains meet not, loy-- 

6 ers may,” is a ſaying no leſs true 
for being vulgar ; and ſo he has at laſt: 
diſcovered your retreat. I ſuppoſe 
love is painted blind to ſhew the little 
occaſion he has for eyes; eyes are poor 
things in compariſon to a lover's aſſi- 
duity. Argus might have looked his 
hundred ways at once for a whole 
centuty, . and never found you; but 
Mr. Leonard went by a ſurer guide. - 
N ; * 


* 
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his heart led him; and, true as the 
needle to the pole, he diſcoverd his 
fair recluſe, throuh all her intrica- 
cies. The venerable Mr. Lewis muſt 
make an odd figure in the fcene you 
exhibited at firſt meeting; he ſeems 
to me, indeed, to have been de trop 
Juſt at that time; but he found a 
means of rendering himſelf a very 
agreable part of the company. He 
was really very uſeful, perfectly com- 
mode. I rejoĩce in this adventure; 
folitude is difmal without one; your 
ſpirits muſt have ſtagnated by this 
time had it not been for this interview. 
T wiſhed you an adventure, but not 
foreſeeing one ſo agreeable, ſhould 
have been contented, though Cahban 
had been the perſon to dignify your 
retreat by fome alarming enterprize, 
| ſuggeſted by the ſoul” of a ſavage; on 


condition you had eſcaped every evil, 
but 
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but ſuch fears as might have given an 
air of romance to your ſtrange retire- 
ment. Indeed I was not without hope 
that his © gallantry-robuft” might have 
reduced you to fly for ſafety to more 
civilized ſcenes, and have brought you 
back to your domeſtic manſion; T 
would then have preferred him'in my 
grateful remembrance to a whole herd 
of beaux, and have thought him made 
to that end; as ſome ingenious per- 
fons maintain that lions are created 
only in order to drive man out deſarts 
into ſociety, 5 


T perceive that woods, groves, and 
purling ſtreams, arbors, and ſolitude, 
are very efficacious things, however 
the prudent may try to baffle their ef- 
fects. What uſeleſs trouble have you 
given yourſelf in this way, my little 
philoſopher ? Had you enjoyed all 

the 


\ 
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the reveries your inclination or ſoli- 
tude tempted you to indulge, you 
could not have grown, more tender 
than you appear by your letter, not - 
withſtanding all your reaſonings and 
conflicts, your flights and your victo- 
ries. While you lived in the world, 
it would have been impoſſible to have 
extracted from you fo warm an acknow- 
ledgement of your affection to any. 
man; but this paſtoral life has ten- 
derized your prodigiouſſy. I am not 
ſorry for it, as I foreſee your vexations 
are nearly. come to a period: and I. 
would wiſh your joys to be as refined, 
as ſublime, as poſſible. The two 
events I have related to you; and Mr, 
Leonard's reſolution render this fo evi- 
dent, that I lay aſide the thoughts of 
making you a viſit, perſuaded that my 
deareſt friend will, in a very ſhort 
time, 
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time, be reſtored to her moſt cenderly. 
affectionate 
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Mifs Emma Leonard: to Mrs; 
EpMONDBURY, 


CCEPT, my deareſt Mrs. 
A Edmondbury, for ſuch I ima- 
Bine yon now are, my ſincereſt, my 
warmeſt congratulations on your nup-- 
rials; and my ardent wiſhes for your. 
future "happineſs ; that they will be 
gratißed 1 little doubt. I well know 
the fweetnefs of your temper, and the 
goodneſs of your heart, the excellence- 
of Mr. Edmondbury* character, and 
the amiableneſs of his manners ; how 
{* 47 \ then 
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then can I harbour any fears! It is 
indeed often obſerved, that celebrated 
beauties do not make the beſt wives. 
Having been the objects of {general ad- 
miration, the ſober, rational pleaſure 
a huſband takes in beholding them, 
ſometimes appears to them a ſenſa- 
tion inadequate to their charms; and 
wholeſome, nay even affectionate 
truths, will ſound harſh to an ear viti- 
ated by flattery; but I am convinced 
my "Charlotte's good ſenſe ſecures her 
from falling into ſuch follies; permit 
me, though you are now encircled by. 
all the ſplendor and dignity of a bride, 
ſtill to call you by a name 1 have fo 
long loved; beſide, you know the 
diſlike I always bad to that intollerable 
long one. you have aſſumed ; had it 
appertained to any other man I could 
not eaſily have conſented to the mar- 
riage. If I believed it poſſible for a 
| man 
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man who has ſo lately obtained you, 
to liſten to a word ſpoken by any other 
woman, I would addreſs ſome congra- 
tulations to Mr. Edmondbury, and I 
fancy they would riſe towards the ſub- 
lime; forif I endeavoured to adapt 
my language to the idea I form of his 
happineſs, the terms would certainly 
run very high. I flatter myſelf, partly 
in, compliance with your ſuggeſtions, 
that it will not be long before 1 have 
an opportunity of attempting to con- 
vince him, that he, and my ever dear 
Charlotte, will henceforward go hand 
in hand in my heart. 


Mr. Arlingtan's "generous and af- 
fectionate conduct filled me with ex- 
ceſs of joy; though were 1 the phi- 
loſopher you call me, I ſhould not 
welcome exceſs, however joyful. I 
longed for ſome friend of your's, to 

whom 
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whom to communicate the delight ! 
felt, and thereby increaſe my own; 
but that being unattainable, I over- 
powered Mr. Lewis with the expreſ. 
ſions of it, till he ſaid, © I perceive, 
* Madam, your equanimity is rather 
acquired than natural; for not be- 
* ing as much on your guard in what 
relates to your friends, as to your- 
ſelf, it ſeems to have forſaken you,“ 
adding with a ſmile, indeed I have 
of hte perceived it can abſent itſelf.“ 
However, though khis might bear the 
Air of a reproof; he indulged me with 
great good - nature in tefking of the 
event that rendered me ſo happy; and 
eee ſharer in my Joy. 


The latter part of your letter gave 
me as much concern as my heart eould 
then feel; your happineſs having ren- 


dered it. leſs ſuſceptible of pain than 
uſual ; 
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uſual; yet I ſhould be a hypocrite 
were I to deny that ſome flattering. 
hopes will often ariſe, which are very- 
conſolatory. E am truly ſorry for Sir 
Joſeph, his partiality for me, however 
abſurd, deſerves my gtatitude; inti- 
mate connexion had taught me to have 
a regard for him, but I feel moſt from 
the conſideration of what his ſon will 
ſuffer, who loves him wick all the af- 
feftion due to a worthy parent; Jooked 
with reverence on his good qualities, 
follies. My mother tells me in her let- 
ter, that my father had recetved a few. 
lines from Mr. Leonard; fignifying, 
that he had intended waiting upon him. 
to acknowledge an offence he had com- 
mitted, and to ſue for pardon, but 
was prevented by the dangerous ill- 
neſs with which his father was afflicted ;. 
* that the accounts. they had ſince: 

received; 
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| received were ſuch as gave them little 
hopes of Sir Joſeph's recovery. She 
alſo confirms what you told me of 
_ Miſs Sophia's correſpondence with Sir 
Andrew Donaldſon; which grieves me 
extremely ; I flattered myſelf ſhe had 
been cured of much follies, and would 
not again run headlong to her deſtrue- 
tion. Though my affection for her is 
not ſo tender as it might have been, 
[had ſhe ſuffered me to live with her 
in the frank and eaſy. intercourſe of a 
ſiſter, yet it is ſtrong enough to feel 
great pain from any wrong ſtep ſhe 
may take, I fear her romance will not 
end here; neither reaſon, nor the au- 
thority of a parent can make any ſtrong 
impreſſion upon her; ſhe abuſes in- 
dulgence; and rigour would only add 
obſtinacy to perverſeneſs and folly ; 
yet my heart akes for her when I con- 
ſider how much ſhe is to be pitied; 
for 
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for her faults ſeem principally owing 
to the errors in her education: one | 
who in infancy is left to be governed 
by her own eaprice, I am apt to be- 
lieve will ſcarcely ſubmic to reaſon in 
her more advanced years, 


| You did my Cal iban too much 
honour in ſuppoſing he could furniſh 
me with an adventure, except you will 
allow, that being beaten is one, and 
ſurely it is ſo; and what few others 
can boaſt of, even ſince Novels became 
ſa numerous; for I do not recollect 
any. Heroine in all the productions of 
fancy that had her bones broke by the 
robuſt arm of her angry enamorato. 
So new and ſo elegant an incident 
may poſlibly ornament my ſtory, for 
the whole race of ap Rees are angry, 
and the young Squire's wrath bearing 
a proper proportion to his love, he is 
in a downright fury. The occaſion is 

as 
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as follows; Mr. ap Rees, like a kind 


father, indulgent to ſo hopeful a ſon 
and heir, enquired of Mr. Lewis for 
ſome intelligence concerning my birth, 
parentage, and fortune ; hinting his 
ſon's inclination to-make his addreſſes 
to me, if they anſwered my appearance, 
Mr. Lewis, to ſave me from the per- 
plexity this might occaſion, told them 
ingenuouſly, that he knew there were 
other views for me; and was fure I 
would not- accept any et _ 
could make. 


0 | Shaver act the blood of the ap 
Rees: Are they of a race to be deſ- 
„ piſed ! Is not ſon Griff a match for a 
„ princeſs! he who is of a family 
s that has been related to more kings 
te than they ſuppoſe. I can reckon 
« grandfathers! They are aſhamed 
« of their condeſcenſion in thinking 
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« of marryiug into a femily, perhaps 
« of yeſterday,, meer upſtarts, chil 
« dren of the earth; they too, who 
« are deſcended in a right line from 
« Adam and Eve; but humility was 
« always their weakneſs : they have 
** often been blamed for not ſetting a 
due value upon themſelves, and 
« it certainly is a fault; but when 
« people have the ill fortune to become 
„ too humble, it is difficult to con- 
« quer it, though they are ſenſible 
« how great a failing it is,” Thus 
the ſeniors of the family expreſſed 
themſelves ; but ſon Griff was too an- 
gry. to expreſs. himſelf at all, at leaft 
not in more words than Polypheme, 
and I have fancied him ever ſince ſing- 
ing. I cannot, cannot bear.“ Hur 
was really a moſt luckleſs #ight to 
take, as he ſays, a fancy to me. I 
mult havez as much n as the ap 
Rees 


L 
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Rees charge themſelves with, to ima- 
gine myſelf formed for. ſuch a taſte as 
his ſhould be. I have often wiſhed to 
aſk him, as Benedict does Beatrice, 
« for which of 'my fine parts did you 
« firſt fall in love with me? 1 ſhould 
as ſoon have ſuſpected myſelf likely to 
make an impreſſion onthe heart of a ſtag 
or an ax; and ſhould be ſorry the fact 
has proved otherwiſe, were I not per- 
ſuaded the wound is only ſkin deep, 
and eaſily healed; his pride being 
more hurt than his love oy the diſap- 


a e 


The ann of the ap Rees it 
not the only amuſement love has given 
me ſince I wrote laſt. I told you I 
ſuſpected my poor Peggy was not 
wiſer than we finer girls. I found her, 
ſome days ago, weeping ſo violently, 
that I could no longer forbear enquir- 

ing 
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ing into the cauſe of her uneaſineſs. 
Baſhfulneſs and ſobbing prevented her 
for ſome time from ſatisfying my curi- 
oſity; but at length L learnt the uſual 
ſtory; an attachment to a young man 
who had long made love to her, but 
whoſe father refuſed his conſent to 
their marriage, inſiſting on his ſon's 
wedding the daughter of a neighbour- 
ing farmer, who will have about ten 
goats for her fortune; whereas Peggy 
has not ſo much as a kid. How dan- 
gerous is wealth! ſince ſo ſmall a por- 
tion of it can tempt a father to render 
his ſon unhappy ! I ſhall behold my 
companionable goats with leſs compla- 
cency. I thought fo trifling a poſſet- 
ſion coula not conquer any virtue. 


When 1 found I might dry the 
tears I compaſſionated, I deſired the 
poor girl to be comforted; and if ſhe 
Vor. II. 2 _ would 
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would direct me the way to find this 
mercenary man, he ſhould perceive 
we would not be outdone in goats. 
Lou may imagine ſne was not ſlow in 
ne The walk was beyond 
what Þ uſually take, but my errand 
was too agreeable to ſuffer me to feel 
weary. I found the old man and his 
ſon together, diſputing the point in 
good Welch, They ſtopped on my 
entrance; I had ſeen the young man 
frequently at my door. On my ſpeak- 
ing Engliſh, he told me his father did 
not underſtand: it: I took | advantage 
of that circumſtahce, to enquire into 
his: ſentiments; towards Peggy; and, 
finding: they correſponded perfectly 
with her's towards him, I applied to 
the old man in his own language; and 
aſted him, hy he refuſed to con- 
ſent to the union of the two young 
people who had placed their happi- 
' © nels 
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t neſs in the poſſeſſion of each other? 
He anſwered, that, < all young peo · 
ple were fools, and thought there 
t was no pleaſure but in courting, till 


« from that notion they had brought 
« themſelves into poverty; and then 
te they found, to their coft, there are 
e other things more neceſſary, He 
could not but ſay, Peggy was pret- 
« tier than the girl he had choſen for 
« his ſon ; ſhe might alſo be prefe- 
« rable in other reſpedts; but that 
« he had lived long enough in the 
« world, to know that there was not 
the worth of fix goats difference 
between any two women. What 
« could his ſon do with a girl who he 
« ſuppoſed would bring him kids e- 
enough, though ſhe had no ſtock to 
* produce kids to feed thoſe ſhe gave 
& birth to.“ I could not forbear ſmil- 
ing at the old man's levelling opinion, 

K 2 which 
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which was mixed with a good deal of 
truth; and he obſerving it, added, 
you may laugh if you pleaſe, but a 
* woman with goats is always better 
than a woman without.“ 


To make the old man angry did 
not ſuit my purpoſe, ſo 1 gulped down 
the riſings of female pride, and told 
him, if he had no other objection to 
Peggy than her deficiency in that ar- 
ticle, I could give goats, and till 
better things, if that would content 
him. „No doubt but it will,” ſaid 
he, „the young woman's very well for 
* a woman; I have nothing to ſay 
« againſt her; only I chuſe when my 
„ ſon marries, : he ſhould have ſome- 
* thing more than a woman; they are 
* not ſuch choice things that a man 
© need reduce himſelf to ſtarving 
* for one, My wife, reſt her foul! J 

SV am 
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« am ſure ſhe would never let mine 


e reſt while ſhe lived, brought me a 
« pretty ſtock, or I ſhould have 
thought I had a bad bargain. Be- 
“ fore I had been married to her a 
„month, I would have given her 
gratis to any one that would have 
« taken her; but I did not repent of 
my marriage; for the cattle ſhe 
+ brought throve purely, were to- 
« wardly, and profitable, and bred 
« faſter than ſhe did, and ſo I was 
« never afraid of her kidding,” 


As I was not curious to learn all 
that paſſed in his mind, during a ſtate 
which did not ſeem to have left any 
very pleaſing remembrance behind it, 
J aſked him, if, on the performance 
of my promiſe, he was willing to let 
his ſon marry Peggy as ſoon as it 
could be conveniently ſettled ; and, if 

K z es | 
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he had any doubts of my fincerity, 
T was ready to remove them, by de- 
poſiting a ſum of money equal. to 
what I had engaged for, in the 
hands of Mr. Lewis, or the people 
where I lodged; to whom I had no 
objection; © ** No, no,” replied the 
gruff old man, I can take your 
<< word; I have heard a power of good 
* of you, and believe you are very 
good for a woman; do you ſee; ay, 
by St. Taffy, one of the beſt of 
e them: I uſed to ſay, bad is the beſt, 
e but 1 will not ſay ſo again, till I ſee 
a little more of you; you are very 
free of your money I know; folks 
call it charity; —it may be ſo for any 
thing I know ;—time will ſhew.” — 
I wiſh, my couſin, you underſtood 
Welch; I aſſure you the dialogue loſes 
ſadly by my tranſlation. 


HFlaving 
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Having thus ſettled the matter, I 
took my leave. No great ceremony 
was neceſſary, you may ſuppoſe, with 
ſo frank a perſonage. His fon follow - 
ed me almoſt choaked with joy. Peg- 
gy waited: for me at a little diſtance, 
and ſoon learnt my ſucceſs; The gra- 
titude of the young people was beyond 
bounds, though by no means fo fluent 
> the old man's cooler en 


Ws my deſire, the lovers haye found 
a little farm; an Engliſh perſon would 
laugh to hear it called one, but there are 
ſtill leſs in this country. 1 am to ſtock 
it for them, and when, they can enter 
upon it, they are to marry; though 
Peggy inſiſts on not leaving me while ! 


continue in Wales. Herlover approves 
her reſolution, and declares he will not 


ſollicit her to break it; but if I find I 
am likely to continue long here, I ſhall 
not put their gratitude to ſo hard a trial. 


My mother indeed encourages me, to 
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hope that I ſhall be ſpeedily recalled. 
No pleaſure is unallayed by pain; I al 
ready tremble at the thoughts of leav- 
ing my excellent, my venerable friend, 
Mer. Lewis ; it will be a ſevere affliction 
to me; but the dear friends to whom 
I ſhall return will be my conſolation : 
Iumanity will be his; the belief that 
I am going to be happy in the fociety 
of thoſe 1 love better than my life, 
will reconcile him to the departure of 
one lie honours with paternal affection. 
File will ever live in my heart and in 
my memory; ever be the object of my 
higheſt eſteem and gratitude; you, my 
ſweet friend I know will often indulge 
me in talking of him, and even love 
him in conſideration of his goodueſs to, 
Your ever ſincerely affectionate 
 Emita Lizonarp. 


LETTER 
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Mrs, EpmonsBury to Miſs ET 
LEONARD. 


ANY.thanks to-my dear Emilia 

for her kind congratulations ; 
the ſincere good wiſhes of ſuch a heart 
as her's are truly valuable, and giye 
the higheſt pleaſure,, while the un- 
meaning compliments of the greateſt - 
part of the world tire or diſguſt, the 
receiver. Your congratulations ar- 
rived. in good time, I had then been 
married: two days, but had your let- 
ter come as long. before it would 


not have been leſs acceptable, for 
my ſpirits wanted ſuch a cordial. As 


the moſt important day of my life 
approached, my. apprehenſions grew 


fa 2 that. I was tempted to wiſh 
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Mr. Edmondbury at the Eaſt-Indies. 
To have all one's happineſs in this 
world, and poſlibly in the next, de- 
pend on the caſt of one die, is ſurely 
enough to deter a perſon from throw- 
ing it; but my fears came too late, I 
was not at liberty to refuſe taking my 
chance, and my apprehenſions aroſe 
more from a diſtruſt of myfelf, than 
of him, who was to be my partner in 
this great lottery. You ſeem alſo to 
have ſome doubts of me; and I do 
not wonder at it: the condition of a 
wife is full of duties, and hitherto I 
have had occaſion to practiſe but few. 
I am ſenſible of the difficulties that 
may attend ſuch a change in ſituation, 
and I hope I ſhall therefore be the 
more able to acquit myſelf as I ought; 
for thoſe muſt be in much danger who 
think they are to alter nothing but 
their names; nor are thoſe very ſafe, 
however ftrong their ſenſe of duty, to 

h whom 
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whom every. duty ig acompdnied| by 
a ſacrifice of their own will. Far ea. 
ſier is my lot! what difficulty: can 1 
find in relinquiſhing all the follies of 
my ſingle ſtate ; the love of admira ; 
tion, and the little arts to gain it, 
who have the honeſt rational appro : 
bation of the 'only heart. Lever really 
wiſhed to poſſeſs? ean-I- regret the 
loſs of gay amuſementy (for J hope 
I ſhall never think of frequenting 
them as I have hitherto done, though 
Jam not likely te be taken quite 
from them) when I cannot go abroad 
without being deprived of far better 
company than I can meet with any 
where but at home? even economy, 
will receive charms from the conſide- 
ration that I am ſerving Mr. Edmond-, 
bury. That wife (muſt be) miſerable, 
who aims at any other happineſs than 
what is to be found in her own far, 

I K 6 mily. 
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mily. It is poſſible; I fear too proba- 
ble, ſhe may not find it there; but ſhe 
certainly can find it no where elſe. 
A domeſtic life I am perſuaded affords 
the greateſt happineſs, if we conduct 
ourſelves in it as we ought; and have 
the good fortune of being united with 
one who deſerves and returns our affec- 
tion : all is calm content, heart-felt 
—_ every hour gives pleaſure as 

s, and ſatisfadtion on the re- 
view. EG not imagine that I fornr 
theſe notions from what I at preſent 
enjoy; I am not ſo weak as to ex- 
pett - my hufband will be always my 
Tover ; hitherto he has not laid aſide 
that" character, on the. contrary; ap- 
pears to have added” a inereaſed- 
degree of renderneſs to it; but paſs” 
Hon muſt decay; F expect his with 
ſoon do i, and though it may be im- 
1 to wiſſt che Jover —_— 
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always remain, yet I hope I fhall 
never ſhew that I am mortified at 
his being turned into a fober huſ- 
band; but conſider it as the: neceſ- 
ſary condition of humanity, and what 
a wife will not want much fortitude 
to ſupport with content, if eſteem 
takes the place of paſſion, and- re- 
tains ſome of the tenderneſs which 
accompanied the other. This una- 
voidable change I: conſider, | hows 
ever, as ſome trial, and imagine- 
that it frequently deſtroys the hap-- 
pmeſs that might be enjoyed, if a. 
woman prepared her mimd to receive: 
it well; but when ſhe reſents an 
abatement of love, ſhe drives away 
the remainder, - and all eſteem for 
tier along with it. I fhould not have 
dwelt ſo long on this ſubject, which 
though a proper employment for my. 


Googhts, is very unneceflary in 2 
Es. letter 
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letter to you, but to ſhew you that 
I: am not unmindſul of the calls of 


duty; and to leſſen any fears you 
may have of my continuing the 
ſame diſſipated thing I have been: 
had I not been ſenſible of the im- 
propriety of ſuch a conduct, I might 
have. been leſs avesſe td matrimony 
than I was, till I met with one man 
who convinced me that I ſhould be 
a n * in exchanging 

i rene et. + 
7 « All the woman world admire; .. 
Follies that vex, andyanitiesthattire,” 


for his converſation, g = 
Had I not been very deſirous of dif- 
playing my gravity, I ſhould certainly 
have made more haſte to tell you 
of the greateſt addition my happineſs 
could receive, after that fortunate 
| hour 
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hour that gave my hand to Mr. 
Edmonbury. The day ſucceeding 


our marriage he wrote to Sir Edward, 
intreating his pardon for an offenee 
he would not on any conſideration 
have given him, had not his addreſſes 
to me received that ſanction from his 
approbation, which had entirely enga- 
ged both Sir Edward's honour and 
his own. He gave him every affur- 
ance of his duty, if he would again 
look on him as his ſon ; adding, that 
had he not refuſed ever again to be- 
hold him in that light, he would not 
have entered into ſo important an en- 
gagement without his conſent. He 
told him my father's generous beha- 
viour, and in ſhort omitted nothing 
he thought could pacify him. 


* 


Sir Ed ward had no ſooner read the 


ou than he ſent for the ſervant 
who 
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who brought it, and reading it before 
him, threw it into the fire, ordering 
him to return ſuch. a meſſage to his 
ſon, as I am not willing to repeat; 
— I hope even to forget it. Mr. Ed. 
mondbury was ſhocked when he re- 
ceived it, and would have made ano» 
ther attempt to mitigate Sir Edward's 
anger; but my father perſuaded him 
from it, and adviſed, that he ſhould 
give him time to cool, and to conſi- 
der the affair more maturely. In a 
week: after Mr. Edmonbury received 
a letter. from Sir Edward, complain - 
ing of his want of duty in refuſing 
Lady Mary; and written in the ſpi- 
rit of bitterneſs, though clear from any 
cenſure: an account of his marriage 
with me: This was judged a proof 
that his anger was abated, ſince he 
cghoſe to open the way to a negociation, 
—— he would not hold out ary 
tokens - 
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of peace; therefore it, was thought 
adviſeable that Mr. Edmonbury and 
myſelf ſhould wait upon him, and 
try to compleat the pacification, 


As I have a natural dread of an 
angry man, far beyond what T have 
of any wild beaſt (how thankful ought 
Ito be to Providence that I am not 
yoked to a paſſionate mate) I was not 
very fond of this viſit ; but I con- 
, cealed my reluctance, and we ſet out. 
The baronet was at home, gave us 
a very ſtern reception, and a ſtormy 
day inſued; wherein the ſon. gave ſuch 
proofs of. calmneſs. and patience, as 
charmed me too much to ſuffer me 
to grieve, as I ought. to have done, 
for the trial to which his virtues 
were expoſed. _ His father was wild 
with paſſion ; while Mr. Edmonbury's 
anſwers. were reaſonable and. reſpe&» 

a 
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ful. In the evening the ſtorm ſubfi- 
ded; and we received 4 ſurly- offer 
of a bed; which we accepted. Sir 
Edward heed! his reproaches the 
next morning after breakfaſt, having 
ti then kept inviolable filence, and a 
ſtern brow. - But he had not gone on 
long in his angry ſtrain, before a very 
worthy neighbour (privately ſent by 
ay father) tame in Shich gere 4 
turn to the converſatiom. We all walk- 
ed out together; and the gentleman 
contrived to keep up diſcourſe till din- 
ner, on indifferent ſubjects. As foon 
as that was over, believing that x hear« 
ty meal has a good effect on the tem- 
per, he took occifion to congratulate 
us on our marriage; and adreſſing 
compliments to Sir Edward to the 
ſame effect, made him break out afreſh. 
Our good friend then undertook 
our defence, und gave ſuch ſtrong 

reaſons 
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reaſons why the baronet ſhould be 
pleaſed with what we had done; that 
after about three hours labour, he 
brought him to grant us a very hear- 
ty pardon; and glad to be quite of 
ſo diſagreeable a companion as anger, 
he got into perfect good humour, and 
engaged to attend us the next day 
to dine with my father and mother, 
on condition we would return home 
with him; with which we complied. 
We remained a week at his houſe; and 
when we took our leave, he preſented 
us with the writings of a part of his 
eſtate to the amount of fifreen hundred 
pounds per annum, the ſum he had 
originally propofed to ſettle; deſiring 
that a handſome jointure might be ſe- 
cured to me; not only proportioned to 
my fortune, but alſo to the generoſity 
of my conduct towards my huſband. 
We are now on the beſt terms imagi- 

; nable ; 
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nable; the old gentleman has not been 
ſo happy ſince he firſt endeavoured 
to break. off the affair betwen his ſon 
and me, and we have nothing more 
to deſire but the return of my Emilia, 
and the completion of her withes. 
We are at preſent in treaty. for a very 
pretty houſe adjacent to Mr. Edmon- 
bury's eſtate, only nine miles from 
my father's, and about a-dozen from 
8 Edward 's. 


3 brought my affairs to a 
very comfortable period, I ſhall now 
tale ſome notice of my ſweet friend's 
letter. I wiſh you joy of the pleaſure 
vou have had in ſerving two worthy 
young people. In that action J ſee 
the heart of my Emilia, and L the 
better underſtand a thing your father 
ſaid when he made us a. viſtt on our 
marriage, The converſation turning 


on 
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on the dearneſs of proviſions, my 
father obſerved that whoever ſought 
for a cheap place, would meet with 
a diſappointment if they ſtopped ſhort 
of Scotland or Wales; and yet, ſaid 
Mr Leonard with a ſmile, I know 
« a perſon, who in the latter has con- 
« trived to ſpend as much money 
« as ſhe might have lived upon in 
e great figure in London, for the 
« ſame ſpace of time;” but added, 
looking lily at me, © underſtand 
tt I do not blame her; ſhe had liberty 
*« to draw for any ſums ſhe pleaſed; 
« and deſerved more, for the readineſs 
« of her obedience; I am ſure what- 
« ever ſhe ſpends is well diſpoſed of.” 
If you have done many of theſe actions 
his purſe may well feel it; but, as he 
ſays, you deſerve it; he can afford it; 
and the perſons on whom you beſtow 
it, want it : Who then can cenſure? - 
| | Who 
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Who is there that ſhould not applaud 
you ? I ought ſooner to have mention- 
ed that poor Sir Joſeph died ten days 
ago. I heard that his ſon was much 
afflicted, but yet had comforted his 
father's dependants by the moſt ſub- 
ſtantial conſolations. More ſympathy 
you ſee: You were, as Mr. Lewis 
obſerves, certainly made for each 
other. | 


By a letter from your mother to 
mine, we are juſt informed, that Miſs 
Sophia went off the night before 
laſt, after the family was in bed; ſhe 
took her flight through the window, 
which ſhe no doubt would have 
choſen had all the doors been ſet 
open. It is ſuppoſed ſhe is gone 
towards Scotland. This event. de- 
prives us of the pleaſure we hoped, 

| % N 
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of ſeeing Mrs. Leonard to-morrow. 
The houſe, ſhe ſays, is in confuſion; 
but mentions no meaſures that are 
taken. Adieu, my deareſt Emilia, I 
have ſeized evety teifure moment that 
offered to write this letter, and have 
mow no more at command than will 
juſt ſuffice to aſſute my dear rec 
wy am ever et _ | 3.4 


* hn, 4 
. 


Fi 


- Sher affe@ionate 
1097 Bf | v74 6 7 * 


C. L ; 


LETTER 


216 THE TEST or 
LETTER XXXIll 


Miſs Eu IIIA Lzonary to Mrs. 
EDMONBURY., 

| 1 = 
OW happy would the laſt 
packet of letters I received 
have made me, had not my joy been 
much damped by poor Sophia's miſ- 
conduct! My mother writes me word 
that my return home is at hand, being 
delayed only by a journey my father 
is obliged to take to London in 
conſequence of his daughter's elope- 
ment; and as ſoon as that buſineſs 
is over they will ſet out to fetch 
me; not chuſing to truſt me to tra- 
vel alone at this time of the year. 1 
long for the completion of this 
promiſe ; yet tremble, leſt my dear 
mother may ſuffer by the badneſs 


„% I. Wn. 9 


deeation of paor Sophia's having juſt 
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of the roads or wearkiet ; this is one 
alla) ro m feuſtre bit” the confi- 


emered, too probably, i feries'of mif. 
fortunes,” greatly affficts me. "How 


unge an infatüation, to put her 


ksppifie(s' into the power of a man, 
of whom ſhe Knew nothing, but the 
little chat can be learnt at balls, and 
in a clandeſtine correſpondence, where 
every deceit may be pradliſed, as the 
unhappy victim cannot even venture 
to enquite his general character, for 
fear of exciting fuſpioion of che intereſt 
ſdie takes in it! T heartily pray that 
we may not feel the heavieſt Pupiſh- 
merits of the elime -of Or, 
to patents; though 1 befteve . 4 
are few ſins thir” afe ſo ſeldom co 
mitted* with imponity in this fe. 


May T be bleſſed with the” 8 er 


of © relieving! het fron dome T 
Wi. many 


4 
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many, eyils. my, fears, foreſee, for her! 


hall ever remember ſhe is my 
ſiſter; and conſider the diſadvantages 
of ber education as ſome excuſe for 


her follies. I tremble when I think m 
that you, or I, my Charlotte, might, 


fo circumſtanced, have acted as im- 
prudent, . as criminal a part. How 
thankful than ought we to be to Pro- 
vidence for not having thus expoſed 
us to ſuch itretrievable misfortunes ! 
Surely there is nothing for. which we 
ought to be more grateful than for 
wile and tender parents, who knew 
how to temper kind indulgence with 
neceſſary ſeverity; and condeſcended 
to lead us gently by the hand through 
he Nlippery paths of youth. But no 
more of this. at preſent; I could wiſh 
to exclude the poor miſtaken girl 
from my thoughts, till it is in my 
Poet to be uſeful to her. 
I am 


ſince however, blameable, her conduct. 
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| Tam making preparations for my 
departure; and, as one of the moſt 
neceſſary affairs I have to tranſact, 
haſtning the marriage of my Peggy 3 
tho' I'have accepted her offer, indeed 
her earneſt deſire, of ſtaying with me 
till I leave this place. T heir houſe 
is putting in order, their furnituce 
is bought, their ſtock bargained for, 
the impliments of | huſbandry. almoſt 
finiſhed ; four cows, a dozen, goats, 
ſome pigs, and poultry, make the 
ſum total of cheir little dock. 5 could, 
without expence, have. .made her very 
fine at her wedding, 'by ſome half | 
worn · out cloaths, but I thought if by 
lace or filk I awakened her vanity, I 
ſhould make her as pernicious a prey 


ſent as Hercules received from his 


jealous Dejanira, and the poiſon would 


adhere as cloſely to her. Her bridals 
1400 therefore 


— 
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therefore. : are to be a white eallicg gqwn 
Aung, plain muſlin ligen. I. have likeyife 
Sven her, a fine flowered conon 1 
arg .4A ahe; ſummer 3 and bought 
her A good ruſtic, . wardrobe, of ſuch 
£loapbs, as will ſuit her bumble and 
laborious ſitug ion, in, the different 
ſeaſons of the year; with a large 
ſtock of linen. Mr. Lewis has done 
the ſame for her Collin, whoſe wed- 
ding coat is a new white rap. He 
is really a well. -looking young man ; 
Vis countenance ſeems the very ſeat 
of health and honeſt fi implicity; his 
perſon not amiſs, though rather mort, 
and the tenderneſs ot his affection 
ſeems to have refined his mind, for i in 
his behaviour to her a delicacy appears 
beyond What his education promiſes. 
He adores his Peggy; and ſhe, poor 
girl, is ſo glad he adores her, and does 
A honeſtly repay him with a recipro- 
DOTS 1-5 cal 
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kal adbration, that! "ſee before "my 


eyes à better repreſentation of paſtoral 
love than evef poet diew in eddgue! E 
] believe they are at preſent the two 

Happieſt peopte in thi world," A ld Why | 
mould they not; ſimplicity is the is 
amiable companion of love; add to Hoſe - 


born in a cottage, certainly a Cottage 
Is the ſafeſt habitation for it; "thou gh 


when Miſs in a batl robin Faneib? 7-0 


mould find it ſo, 4 very ort ape. 


rience would fatally convince Her of 
Her error. The innocetice, and igno· 
ratice of the dottägef, are "requilites 


for ths Kapbitiels of ine inhabitants 


of the humble roof. Love will ſome 
times ſilence otller paſſions; but far 
froth expelling them the human breaſt, 


i weakens theih fo. very little, that ab 


me firſt ſyroptom' of decay, or even 
langour i in their tyrant, they riſe again 
L 3 Vith 
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with renewed vigor, and drive bim 


away to ſo great a diſtance that he 
never finds his road back. 


„ much am 1 obliged to my fa- 
ther for the kiad manner in which he 
ſpoke of the demands I have made on 
his purſe! but that you may not think 
a them greater on account of my maid's 
marriage than they really were, | 1 
myſt tell you, that Mr. Lewig inſiſted 
on giving the bridegroom the imple- 
ments of huſband! y as well as his 
cloaths, ſo that all J have done hay 
not coſt me much above fifty pounds. 


" Nothing. les than the friends to 
whom I am, going to be re: united 
eould enable me to ſu pport the thought 
of biding, perhaps, an eternal adieu 
to Mr. Lewis; the worthy man feels 


it with the ſenſibility which conſtitutes 
the 
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the great charm of our ſofter ſex z 
yet, in the midſt of his regter, which 
he ſays is as great as ever paretit felt 
at parting with his only child, he 
tenderly” rejoices in my aproaching 
uppineſs; and will not ſuffer me to 
kiebbor a doubt but that my return 
home will ſoon be 'followed by ' ah 
union with my couſin, now Sir Charles 
Leonard; though 1 have not yet re- 
ecived a line from him, which! rx 


"wy Lays ook mY 
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dhe new may: of life into which ſhe has 
entered are no other than I expected. 
1 was too well acquainted; with the 
goodneſs, of your underſtanding, and 
the excellence of your heart, to be- 
lieye you would retain as a wife any 
of che vivacity which would not ſuit 
that character, though not only innocent 

: L 4 but 


1 "16 


but anyable in a fingle woman of your 
age. What. in one was age eable 
gaiety, in the other would he devity: 
to be adipired was your amuſement, to 
deſerve reſpect is now your duty; and 
one 1s as eafy to you as che other. A 
woman is very blind to her intereſt ho 
thinks ſhe loſes hy the exchange. - You 
but Lam certain had you entered iato 
the marriage ſtate with a man ſar leſs 
amiable, you would have preſerved the 
ſame conduct, though not with the ſame 
pleaſure. A giddy, diflipated wif is 
tie moſt deſpicable of 'beings ; * Byive 

from the [happineſs ſhe might enjoy, 
ſeking it were it/is never to be found; 
deſpiſed equally by her huſband*an@ by 
thoſe who careſs her; ſuſpected though 
innocent; by none more cenfureEFrhan 
by thoſe who flatter her. She violates 
—_— * * happitiefs; for- 


feits 
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fete her character; and, for what? 
The admiration of coxcombs, whofe- 
addreſſes are an inſult, and the enjoy- 
mont of fuels follies, . As Virtue flies 
* from and diſdains. What, in reahty; 
tan be mote deplorable tha her tua: 
when ſhe- cam n longer make a pita: 
fing part of che gay, giddy, ſtene: 
Her perſdnal charms faded; her under: 
ſtanding! contaminated By folly; not 
w ſay vice ; deſpiſed hy the worthleſs. 
part of mankind; avoided by the good, 
me till flutters on; incapable” of giv- 
ing pleaſure; without. any chance of 
receiving it; Haunting the places 
% where” her honcur died,“ ſhe finks. 
into neglect, ſcarcely: of. conſequents 
| _ enough to be conſored. Iwell knewyou: 
| werenovformedfordne oftheſswrerohed: 
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the exerciſe of more , extenſive duces 
ou be e 0 | 
| - þ Fr nt 1b 95 5 


; FS never could well voderſtand, the 
general love of diſſipation; but it has 
have been in my ſolitude; as I never 
ver hang heayy on our hands, if we 
will but employ it. Though for above 
a month paſt, the weather has been 
ſo bad that I have not been able to go 
out of the houſe, and am frequently 
deprived by it of the pleaſure of ſeeing 
Mr. Lewis, yet the length of the day 
| has never | ſufficed to my wiſhes. þ 
riſe before the ſun; yet to go to bed at 
a a ſober hour is a great effort of my 
reaſon, as my inclination would induce 
me to ſit up late. I oblige myſelf to 
a little change of employmem, in con: 
_—_— of my health, which though 
| good, 


FILIAL DUTY. 22 
good, not being ſtrong, might ſuffer by 
apply ing too long to the ſame thing; 
otherwiſe my books would entirely 

engage me, for 1 find it impoſſible to 
be tired of reading, as I can ſuit my 
ſubject to the temper of my mind; and 
though! painting views I took in ſum 
mer, is too agreeable an amuſement for 


me to go to with regret, yet I ſhould 

grow tired of it were it my ſole em- 
ployment : + when my eyes admoniſſi 
me, I turn to my harpſichord, or my 
hatp; but chiefly the former, the por- 
tability of the latter being no longer a 
convenience; and theſe afford me 

entertainment, and give reſt to my 
ſight... 1-always dedicate half an hour, 
or more, to muſic after dinner, as ap- 
plication at that / time might be hurt- 
ful; and few are: the idle words 1 hall 


have to repent of here. Though the bad- 


nels of chelweather has often prevented 
1121 1. 6 Mr. 


wy 


* 
1 * 


* . 
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Mr. Lewis from coming; it has nvade 
me amends bydetaining himimhere ſomę 
whole days, when he has taken early 
advantage of a fair hour: og” thoſe oc- 
oaſons much os ons: time paſſes in 
rdading. greatly! to y iaſtroction; as; 
I. always chuſe books wherein there is. 
fomething for him to exphaia to me, 
or ſuch. as are conſderably improved 
by his ohſervations upon them. We: 
intermix convorſation withour reading,./ 
and our books furniſh us wich variety 
of ſubjects uſeful to me, ancꝭ agreeable: 
to him, as he takes great pleaſure! in 
improuing me. I cannot forbear: on 
ſuring: myſelf for the joy. bfeebaviny: 
approaching departure x foti cartainly 
I ould fad: the benefit alt my he of 
lieing here à year- or two longer; but 
the drbghechs fall» zccrive att being 
reſtorech to my friends, provailsover 
the diitates ofl prudence.” Prudeneꝶm 

b tells 
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tens me- har would ic tell me Fir 
Nflows away with alWitiſober deſeatits,” 
driven far hetice'by the approach of Sit! 
Charles whe" F fe ridiag into the 
yard,” acrompanled by my good unele.' 
V caltnot ſtay to: ii tn deareſt Chir. 
ptte properſy n ud 1 _ 
ate eee „ nt 


9910 a 

11 — Baue eee 
c wybletten? was in goed humour with 
my ſolitude, imagine how well: pleaſed: 
withit z muſt now beo. Oh h my ſweet 
friend how dehghttully have the laſtt 
five days ghded' away} But you wilb 
wiſts to know:the , gau oi that appa- 
rition Which made me break off ſo 
awuptlyx;; take it then as follows. Ai: 
weck age Sit Charles Leonard wen 
to my father s and adquainting them 
wick his deſire of eitering into tat 
»daſtrec: of relationſhip which. had beon 

Jon | ſo 
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ſo long wiſhed, though by other means, 
found no difficulty in procuring their 
full conſent: and learning their inten- 
tions of fetching me home, intreated: 
that he might be deputed to perform 
that office, hereby they would haſten 
my return, and ſave, themſelves a fa- 
tiguing journey, while they gave him 
inexpreſſible pleaſure, This likewiſe 
met wich their. acquieſcence, only hav- 
ing ſome ſcruples in regard to the de- 
corum of our travelling together; my 
uncle, who was there, offered to accom- 
pany, him and they ſet forward di- 
rectly. What pure unmixed joy we 
felt at this meeting, free from an- 
xiety, fear, or doubt! I think I ſhall 
always celebrate the anniverſary as an 
annual jubilee, Though I told you I 
was preparing for my departure, I was. 
not ſo ready but that ſome delay was 
full neceſſary. Neither Sir Charles. 


it N nor 
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nor my uncle were in humour to form 
objections. Mr. Lewis deſired them to 
be his gueſt at night, and they have 
paſſed every day with me; which has 
not much forwarded my proceedings: 
but J am ſo well ſatisfied with my pre- 
ſent ſituation, that I believe 1 ſhould, 
have uſed: leſs diligence, had I not 
feared to diſappoint - the kind ex- 
pectations of my parents; who may 
have een 1 ſnould t. more 
Ders.! il nar er 
I had 2 8 
mediate ſuch a ſort of peace between 
me and the ap-Rees, as might ſuffer 
me to make them a fareyel viſit, and 
return my-thanks for the'civilicies I had 
received, which were certainly due; 
for] am obliged even to their ſon for! 
his unmerited and unwiſhed regatdz- 
2 his, anger took upon a 
3. | diſappointment 
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#&ſppointtent' ſo mortifying to Hs: 
pride: Ny Friend. ſuèceedec; and 
two days age Þ paid the vit; which 
was well taken, as indeec it ouphty 
fince it eoſt me deur, being obliged 
to jeave Sir Charles at Rome, as he 
douſd not properly dccbmpany us. 
The illuſtrious family condeſtended te 
come the next day andi attend Peggy 
wedding; whieh: we ele brated wirkt 
Seneral ſatis faction and forme fetivity; 
Mr. ap-Rees and Sir Charles lech the 
bride into chureh; Miſs ap-Rees and: 
Þ'paid the ſame compliment to the 
bridegreom; and, Mr Eewis gave her 
away! The innocent ſrmplleity oF Her 
air, rendered her protty* perſon 6: 
amiable, that the gentlemen with great 
gneeriry gave high congratulations to 
ber: huſband, wkoſe joys ſeemed ts“ 
porfe& to want anyitarers in it: I 
the' evening we Hack aditth: ba; Mr. 
F1% 21110 ap- 
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ap · Reri and his lady performed * SE 
band Sir CRavles dunted a ch%ꝰI- of 
obuntry dances with che bride, Mr. àp- 
Nds witbwe, and/the youhfgarmMils 
ap- Rerst obliginghy, dtethe fat flVor 
t& the bridegroom! We then retired”; 
and left them to Proceed THE their baff 
Hir. leſß ferm. Evrty one in che chf. 
Pity btsogzüt We rde prłſetit to the 
1 ne mar riet flair; Sit Cates? up- 
pearedl of no liigher valde \thani' the 
reſt, but im it way twenty genes, ih __ 
homely! bot uſrfuf coin, * which "will 
make! a gveattt alition” to ththr wa 
pineſs half A year” hence," tf Mey 
could tecetvo from c at tllat Horttent, 

when nothing more ſcetedd wanting tb 
theirfelicity. ' Immo Ahe foie 
nj Wicanes] hind the dp Reck tdb a 
very” cordidl ea of me: che Miffes 
Iam ſure forguve me the pteferenee 1 
r thewn 19-8iF' Chatls; for they 
whiſpered 
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whiſpered me that he was the moſt 
** ſweeteſt, | beautifulleſt, genteeleſt, 
* charmingeſt man; they ever ſaw in 
their yes. Even the old lady ſaid, 
he was indeed a fine, lovely gentle- 
man; and drawing up her head, 
and endeavouring to ſoften her jolly 
roſy face with alanguiſhing look, added 
* that he brought to, her mind a gen- 
©; tleman who in her youth was paſſi- 
< onately in love with ber.“ To this 
reſemblance, poſſibly, he owed her 
great deſire of dancing her ſaraband 
with bim 4, when he pleaded incapa- 
.city ſhe. inſiſted on a louvre: and 
I, believe. his. reſiſtance would have 
been vain, had ſhe not recollected that 
de had left her caſtners behind, and 
without. them it would have loſt half 
it's grace, I wiſhed I could have pre- 
vented her from figuring! ſo conſpi- 


e little ball; I felt as if 
by 


"= 
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by making it J had a hand in her ex- 
poſing herſelf to ridicule; but I found 
it impoſſible without affronting her. 
This uneaſy ſenſation ſecured my gra- 
vity. - 'Sir Charles, my uncle, and Mr. 
Lewis behaved as well as I could ex- 
pect; her family were charmed with 
her graces z and 'the lower part of our 
company thought it very fine, though 
a little dull; thus it went off better 
than could be en ; 


My hana went to 3 an 
page is arrived for us, and to-morrow 
morning we depart. Mr. Lewis has 
the goodneſs ro accompany us to the 
Auſt paſſage ; and has promiſed us a 
yearly viſit, while his age allows him 
ſtrength to perform it; this will a little 
enable me to bear the pain of leaving 
him; without that hope I know not 
how I ſhould ſupport it. 

Let 


1 
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Let me not be long at home, my 
deareſt Charlotte, before 1 have the 
Joy! of ſeeing you. Say every thing 
you can from me to Mr. Edmondbuty, 
to ptevail with him to conduct you 
thither ; of rather ſay the moſt per- 
ſuaſive things your friendſhip for me 
can inſpire, and 1 am certain they will 
be more prevalent with him. It would | 
be ,ungenerous in him not to impart a 
little of the happineſs he enjoys from 
your ſociety to "__u ever 
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Mrs. EpmonDBury to Mr. EDmons 
$4 | BURY. | | 


"Beſt and deareſt of wen, 1858 

R Sh Leonard deſires. I will 
return her thanks for your 
goodneſs, | in ſuffering me to obey. her 
- ſummons, on the weighty buſineſs of 
chuſing her daughter's wedding cloaths; 
She could not have put this office i into 
better hands, for as no one has ſo 
high a ſenſe, of the value of the favor 
you granted, no one, could expreſs it 
in ſuch, adequate terms; yet I do not 
think it prudent to flatter you too much 
upon it, as I do not wiſh you to. be 
very laviſh, of ſuch an obligation, l 
never admired the generoſity of that 
Roman cuſtom. of a man's lending by 
1272071 | wie 
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wife to his friend, and I find I now do 
not even like to be lent to a woman, 
except you will be ſo good as to lend 
yourſelf at the ſame time. I do not 
deſire to be current coin, I had rather 
be treaſured up in your poſſeſſion, like 
ſome valuable medal, or grandmother's 
preſented pocket piece, What benefit 
do I receive from ſeeing again the 
ſweeteſt of friends, if I muſt purchaſe 
it by the pain of being abſent from my 
heart's dear Harry! you can not ima- 
gine the aukward fituation of this ſame 
heart of mine; half of it ſo glad, the 
other half ſo ſorry. I do not like 
ſuch diſcord; come then, my love, 
and turn it into harmony; ſer all my 
affections at uniſon ; and let me enjoy 
at once every earthly blefling. But 1 
forget my obedience, a ſad offence in 
a wife ! you bade me write you word 


how found my Emilia in health and 
wy ſpirits, 


r or 


Nt 
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ſpirits, after her long ſolitude; may, I 
er cet ne CT RTE 

now: 3 OI 1 OY 10. + | . 


Ny two ene the 
mighty affair of cloaths; and all the 
thouſand nameleſs. things that go to 
the decking of a lady. The day after 
our return, arrived my ſweet friend, 
more beautiful, more lovely, than 
ever. As we were in the back part of 
the houſe, and did not expect her ſo 
ſoon by ſeveral hours, we learnt her 
arrival only from her appearance on 
the opening of the door. Mrs, Leo- 
nard, overcome with ſurprize and joy, 
fell back in her chair lifeleſs ; poor 
Emilia's agitations were ſo violent, 
ſhe would have ſunk on the floor, had 
not my embracing arms ſupported her. 
A flood of tears came to her relief, and, 
after preſſing me to her boſom, ſhe 


flew 
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lle / tor het mother; vhom hr carrſſes 
wod rcfhonexb co life. Henn ſetved in 
the place of words to tell their mutual 
joy. Not to be deprived of ſome 
fhare ã my jovely friend, I ſeized one 
of her Hands while Sir Charles; 
arhung over her enamoured;" tharttied 
with her ſenſibility; a 'fhirer' in her 
joy; yet anxioufly* fearful, leſt the 
exceſs of it ſhould prove Hertſelo⸗ her. 
I never faw the exprefſiod' öf alt the 
various paſſiond a lover can feel ſo 
united in one countenance,” I begin 
to think that you and I were but meer 
ſweet- hearts compared to theſe loveyers, 
an expteſſion 1 have ſomewhere” read; 
perhaps when fee you 1 ſhall deny te 
juſtneſs of the application. But to 
proceed. This ſhort digreffion has 
given the good folks times to recover 
# little, and but a little, for their ſpi- 
rits were not eaſily calmed.” Their 
vw converſation 
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converſation could not boaſt of much 
connexion during the Whole day. Not 
was the parlour the only ſeat of joy. 
The ſervants, not thinking it. proper 
to enter, flocked about the windows 
to get a ſight of the perſon they dearly 


loved. She threw up the ſaſh, kindly 


expreſſed the pleaſure ſhe took in ſee- 
ing them all ; and made them happy. 
T could not help thinking of Made- 
moiſelle Scuderi's Carte du Tendre ; 
the whole was diſplayed among us, 
there was tendre ſur eſtime, tendre 
ſur reconnoiſſance, &c. &c. not even 
the little town of petits Soins was out 
of our map ; Sir Charles converted it 
almoſt into a city. At night the fond 
mother wiſhed her daughter to ſhare 
her bed, but I oppoſed it, and deſired 
ſhe might paſs the night alone, be- 
lieving that otherwiſe . a ſmall portion 
of it would be given to ſleep; Mrs. 
Vol.. II. M Leonard 
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Leonard acquieſced ; and Sir Charles 
thanked me for my; care of his Be- 

A night's reſt was a great refreſh- 
ment to all our ſpirits, and enabled us 
to give Mr. Leonard, who arrived 
the next day, a calmer reception than 
he would otherwiſe have received. He 
was, moſt ſincerely rezoiced to find his 
daughter, and therein felt ſome con- 
ſolation for the diſagreeable intelligence 
he had gained abour Miſs Sophia. 
He is informed that her huſband's ba- 
ronettage was borrowed for the occa- 
| ſion; his extraction, not amiſs; but 
not having inherited any fortune, he 
has, by living ſome years in good fi- 
gure, accumulated debts to ſo great 
an amount, as makes one wonder at 
the credulity of his creditors ; to ſa- 
tisfy whom, and put himſelf in caſh, 
24191 * 
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he has taken up twenty thouſand 
pounds, at a very great premium, on 
the joint ſecurity of him and his 
| thoughtleſs wife; to be repaid out of 
her fortune as ſoon as ſhe is of age, at 
which time ſhe has a right to de- 
mand it, 


Mr. Leonard applied to a relation of 
the ſham baronet's, a man of character, 
and fortune, to aſſiſt him in getting 
the remainder of his daughter's for- 
tune ſettled on her, on which condi- 
tion he offered to pay it down directly; 
and alſo begged to know whether the 
* bargain abovementioned had pro- 
« ceeded ſo far that it could not be 
* broken; as he would very readily 
« allow the young man ſufficient out 
*« of Sophia's fortune (I cannot yet 
* learn to call her by her married 
« name) to diſcharge his debts; and: 

M 2 ſet⸗ 
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« fet him out properly in the world.“ 
The gentleman expreſſed concern at 
not being able to do him any ſervice; 
but faid, ** his couſin was obſtinate 
e and head-ſtrong, paſſionate and 
« ſilly ;” (pretty qualities in a huſ- 
band ;) that, . on hearing of his mar- 
e riage, and his deiign of anticipating 
* ſo great a part of his wife's fortune, 
% he had offered to endeavour to me- 
40 diate a reconciliation between him 
* and Mr. Leonard; who he told him 
he thought might, on condition of 
his making a proper ſettlement on 
e his wife, be induced to advance ſo 
much of her fortune as would ſuf- 
« fice to render him eaſy, rather than 
* he ſhould. procure it by ſuch ruin- 
o ous means: but the young man only 
e Jaughed at him, declaring, he would 
„never ſettle out of his power, what 
* muſt ſo ſoon be his own; for that 

|  « he 
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«he ſhould be leſs a loſer by the pre- 
« mium he was to give, however 
« exorbitant, than by ſuch a ſettle- 
« ment. And that if Mr. Leonard 
<« was ſo fond a father as he imagined, 
he ſhould bring him to advance her 
fortune by cheaper means; as he 
e ſhould keep his wife in the High- 
lands till it was paid.” The gentle - 
man anſwered him, that “ he would 
« ſoon be tired of that expedient, as 
« ſuch a iſituation was ill ſuited to his 
© love of pleaſure;“ to which the ten- 
der bridegroom replied, that, © he 
© had not told him he ſhould ſtay 
e there any longer than he found it 
„ agreeable: his wife indeed, was a 
« pretty lively girl, and he ſhould like 
to ſtay ſometime with her; but when 
© he was tired ſhould return to Lon-— 
don; having taken up money enough 
to ſupply all his expences till ſhe: 
, M.3, « became-< 
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* became of age: His relation added, 
that © he had endeavoured to ſhew 
e him the cruelty of ſuch a proceeding; 
« but it ſeemed to have no effect upon 
« him, and he feared he would keep 
« his word; for he was as worthleſs 
& a fellow as any in the world.“. 


This was melancholy tidings to a 
tender parent; who ſees no means of 
of ſaving his child from miſery. He 
has received a letter from her, aſking 
pardon, with all the common place 
excuſes formed on the irreſiſtible vio- 
lence of love; how theſe giddy, 
. ſhameleſs girls prophane the word! 


Mr. Leonard is in a prodigious hurry 
to compleat the marriage of Emilia 
and Sir Charles; he ſays nothing elſe 
can drive his poor Sophia out of his 
nne, Sir Charles you may ima- 
gine, 
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gine, thus authorized, is very im- 
portunate; he pleads her father's de- 


fire, and ſhelters himſelf under obe- 
dience to him, againſt the offence his. 


miſtreſs might take at his too great 
importunity. Her things are-almoſt 
ready. She ſays we have made her 


too fine; and were determined to 


mortify her vanity, by making her 
dreſs ſo brilliant, that noofe will have 
any eyes for the wearer; but they are 
indeed only ſucn as are ſuitable to Sir 
Charles's fortune. 


The giddy of our ſex have the ad- 
vantage of the graver ſort in the few 
days preceeding marriage; they enter 
it without apprchenſions. I thought 
matrimony a very alarming ſtate, but 
my lovely friend is ſtill more ſerious 
in her reflexions; and when tété 4 
tet with me, does not conceal the 

| depreſſion 
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preſſion of her ſpirits, though with the 
family ſhe appears eaſy and chearful: 

Indeed I believe her fears vaniſh at the 
fight of Sir Charles, as they reaſon= 
ably. may; for except one, I never ſaw 
a more amiable man; his natural 
temper ſeems gentle and tender to a 
great degree; generous, and open; 


his converſation and perſon beyond 
her deſcription: of him. You have 


ſeen ſome of her letters. He adores: 

"his Emilia yet, in the midſt of all his 
approaching happineſs he ſtill- grieves 
for his father's death. A young lawyer, 
on whom he has conferred great obli- 
gations, ſhews his gratitude in the 
moſt agreeable. manner, having al- 
ready nearly diſpatched the, . ſo often 
tedious, affair of ſettlements, wherein- 
Sir Charles's generoſity has been reſ- 
trained within proper bounds by: 
Emilia's abſolute commands, 


To 
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To all their importunities ſhe now 
oppoſes no other delay than your arri- 
val, declaring it a neceſſary compli- 
ment to pay the huſband of her friend 
to wait for his preſence, ſince he had 
expreſſed a deſire to be at their nup- 
tials; adding, © ſhe ſhould be ſorry 
eto have her friends heart at ſuch 
na time leſs ſatisfied than her own, 
% and that ſhe knows it cannot be ſo 
&* in her huſband's abſence.” 


Once more then let me add, come, 
my dear Harry; if your buſineſs is 
not finiſhed poſtpone it for a few days ; 
my lovely friend, Sir Charles, and Mr. 
and Mrs, Leonard have promiſed to 
go home with us ſoon after the mar- 
riage. I have almoſt engaged that 
we will return hither with them, and 
ſtay till the trifling alterations mak- 
ing in Sir Charles's houſe will admit 

| them 
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them to go thither in peace and quiet. 
Do not delay the happineſs of ſo many 
friends, and moſt of all that of mer 
ieh 

i Affectionate and 


Nov. 5 Moſt obedient wife 


C. EDMONBURY. 
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Sir Beer LroxarD to Mr. LEWIS. 


My dear and venerable friend, 


Should ill deſerve my happineſs 
could it exclude from my thoughts 


a man whom I have ſo much reaſon to 


reſpect and love. You deſired me to 
acquaint you with the completion of 


my felicity; had the command been 


l agreeable you might have de- 
pended 
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pended- on my obedience; but what 
can be more delightful, than to tell 
to one who will ſnare in my joys that 
my beloved, my ineſtimable Emilia, 
is now my own. This bleſſing was 
beſtowed on me at the altar three days 
ago, in preſence of our beſt friends. 
My heart exults hourly in the poſſeſſion 
of ſo invaluable treaſure; but you who 
have had ſuch frequent opportunities 
of admiring her external charms and 
internal virtues, will from thence form 
a more juſt idea of my happineſs than 
words can give you; yet allow me to 
ſay, that it can admit of no increaſe, 
but from the viſit you ſo kindly pro- 
miſed ; which will give more ſublime 
charms to the ſpring than all it's vernal 


beauties. My lovely Emily already 
thinks her ſeparation from you long 


and tedious ; and I ſuſpect the occaſion 
of my writing this letter, is the only 
| one 
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oneon which ſhe will yield the pen * 


me when addreſſing you is in queſtion, 
though, except her dearſelf, no one can 
with more ſincerity aſſure you of the 

moſt perfect eſteem and "—_— than, 
my dear Sir, 


Your moſt obliged 


And obedient ſervant, 


_ CraRLEs LEONARD, 


